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¢ Still, however, an immense variety of existences
is diffused over the most cultivated spots: the earth,
the water, and the air, teem with life.  And in
coutemplatmg this exuberance of nature, indolence
might naturally be tempted to pronounce that ab-
solutely indeterminable, which cannot be pfu'txcu-
larized without so much application.  Bat the ac-
tive and inquisitive mind, instead of reposing in
hopeless ignorance, or in avery limited degrec ot
knowlednre, has contrived means of numbexmg,
grouping yand classing all the various animals that
people creation.

“ Among those systematic naturalists whose in-
defatmab]e exertions have contributed to our know-
}edrre, or to the facility of acqulrmn' it, none have
«ramed suchdeserved reputation as ARISTOTLE, RaY,
K 1N, Linngus, and PEnxaxr.  Why cannot
we particularize Burrox too, the philosophic pain-
ter of nature? He indeed rejected the trammels of
system, as useless incumbrances, while he indulged
in hypotheses as more congenial to his exuberant
fancy; but his works on seatural history will delight
and Improve, while the charms of language are o
pable of affecting the mind, and while (hhgent in-
vestigation deserves praise.  His theories will a-
muse, while the solidity of his remarks instructs.

¢ That illustrious father of science, Linneeus,
whose eye pervaded animal and vegetable nature t
their most secret recesses, witha studied brevity ofex;
pression, and an unrivalled precision, comprehends
the greatest variety in the narrowest limits ; aml
hence gives the clearest views, with the least burden
to the n memory. According to this great naturalist
the internal siructure furnishes the first grand dlsj
tinction of animals.  Thus he finds, that quadruped
and birds hate two ventricles to the heart. and bo'{




