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miostly in verse, and many beautiful
liaite poems remarkable for their love
of peace, synipathy for the oppressed,
and pure affection for ail God's
creatures, have been handed forth 10,

the world from time to time, each en-
dearing us more and more t0 their
author. This volume consisted of
ludian Legends, the chief of which
was entitled IlMogg Megone." When
spcakir.g of it in later years Whittier
says: &'The long poemi of &'Mogg
MNegrone' was in a greait mieasure comn-
Posed in early life and it is scarcely
necessary to say that its subject is not
one such as the author would have
chosen at any subsequent period." In
1838 he produced a volume of ballads
consisting of many widely kt 'wn
poerns and including "Maud Mluler,"
-i.lary Garvin," and others. Space here
wvill flot permit mie to mention ecdi
succeeding, volume, yet 1 would like to
cail your attention to a few of .them to
show you how deeply in earnest lie has
always been in ail the great reformi
movements of his age. His " Voices
of Jlreedom," consisting of his anti-
woivr poems were brought before the

wrdbetween the years of 183- and
1343; "Songs of Labor and Other
Poemns" inl 1850; in i86o "Home
Ballads and Ottier I'oemis"; in 1863
"In War Time and Other I>)oecms,"
andIin 1865 " Snow Bound," a winter
id)1, a 1)0Cm which il is thought has
done miore than any single composition
to fix Whittier's celebrity as a poet. It
contains early recollections of the
authorsl- home, a-nd is dedicated to the
niemiory of the household which it
describes. Many of his later poems
are of exceedingly high nierit; they
are miostly short, but few of his pro-
ductions could be classed among long
poemis. We cannot look forward to
his declining years without soi'e feel-
ireg of regret, knowing that ere many
years have flown the hand that has
wielded the pen for the good of his
fellow country-men will be quieted
forever. Whittier neyer rnarried and
we rcad that a tender shadowv rests

upon Whittier's whole life on account
of the early death of t-he object of his
yotith fui affections, and soîne think.
that he alludes to her in his'little îîoem
entitled IlIn School l)ays," where

"lie aw ber lift hier eyes ; hie feut
The- soft hands liglit caressing,

And heard the treni,1eýof lier voice
As if a fault confessing.

l'ni sorry that I split thc word,
I haie to go above pli,

11ecause,' the brown cyes lower feil,
Because you See I love yoli.'

"Stit memnory to a gray,-bairedl inai
That swect child fatce is ýhowiùig,

Dear girl, the grasses on her grave
1-ave forty years been growiug.

"le lives to learn in Ufe's bard school
Ilov few who pass ahove hlm-

Lamnent tbeir triumiph and his loss,
Like bier, because they love him."

I will close this essay by giving you
a few quotations fromi different writers
pertaining 10 Whitticr. In Appleton's
Cycloptedia I find the following:
" Whittier's poems have been largely
inspired by current events, and their
patriotic, deniocratic and humane
spirit gives a strong hold on the
public." From Gemis of Poetry, " F(;i
accuracy and beauty of versification
Whittier s poems are unsurpassed."
From Universal Knowledge: "'Fhese
poems have a rugged picturesqueness
and correspondence of sound to sense,
which secure ivide circulation." From
ZndePendent. IlHe lias.a high standard
of religious helief which seeks 10 at-
tain the spirit that giveth life and flot
the letter that kitîs ; ' and again,
"There is a limupid purity -about bis

language whichi places him in the
forernost .ranks of living singers, and
which is in striking contrast wvith the
poetic jargon of the period." Rossetti
writes: "The grace of simplicity hangs
about ail he has done in his earlier
wriîings, this is miostly a moral grace
but as he proceeds and progresses il
beconies a grace of art liKçewise ;" then
again, "lWithout exaggerating his
poetic station or his general Iiîerary
excellence we may safely and cordially


