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what shred of spiritual indenendence is left
in the courts of the Established Church
of Scotland  And I nust own, that the
cause which leads to this extraordinary
measure, giving all the weisht which is
due to the decisions of this court and the
House of Lords, does notat all affeet my
opinion of the illegality and total incom-
petency of the course which it is now
proposed that this court should adopt.—
Accordine to any knowledge which 1
possess, either of ecclesiastical or of civil
law, it appears to _me to be impossible
that any lawful ordination to the office of
theaminis'ry can be thusobtained.
(Signed) «J. W. Mo~c:airr.”

This was all in vain. A tide had set
in*which was not to be restrained by the
barriers which former occupants of the
Judicial Bench bad respected. By a
majority of eight to five Judges, this ci-
vil court pretended to grant the spiritual
authority that was applied for: and, in
doing so0, assumed a supremacy in causes
ecclesiastical which, according to the sta-
tute quoted in an early part of this Ar-
ticle, the Sovereign herself does not pos-
sess in Scotland. But the Free Church,
amainst which as at that time the Estab-
lished Church of Scotland these assaults
were directed, would not allow the igno-
minious fetters to be fastened upon her.
She left the Court of Session to find
their compliant tools where they might;
and, renouncing temporalities which
were now to be enjoyed only on the con-
dition of servitude, her ministers were
willing a second time to become ¢ outed
ministers”, that they might be free to
obey Christ. The Establishment that
now is thinks it better to comply with
‘s the courses of the times.”

POSTSCRIPT.

It is high time now to deal with Mr.
Trotterabout his gross misrepresentations
of the conduct of the Westminster As-
scmbly of Divines, in reference to the
Confession of Faith. He says, ¢ The cle-
rical members of the Westmincter As-
sembly were generally speaking men of
the highest chbaracter and attainments,
and admirably qualified for the work en-
trasted to them, kad they been left entirely
%o thetr own judgments. But they deriv-
ed their authority from and werc under
the controul of tﬁe Long Parliament "—
This remark is made in order to prepare
the way for the expostion of a theory of
his, to the effect that the Assembly was
eontrolled by a prevailing influence of
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Erastianism, and that, however well qua-
lified the generality of the clerical mem-
bers were for the work entrusted to
them. we have not, in the Confession, the
expression of their own free judgment;
and particularly that the Articles of the
Contession on the extent of the magis-
trate’s power in reference to ecclesiasti-
cal affairs, wags all that could be gnt
through, not all that was wanted Mr.
Trotter tells us, “ In a constitutional mo-
narchy like that of Britain, the king isa
fiction, and acts only through aned by his
consiitutional agents  Though the go-
vermment is admimstered in his name, it
is by his Exceative Council  The coun-
try is delvaded in his name by his fleets
and armies, and were he to appear in

erson on a fickl of battle, he could not
awtully or constitutionally interfere with
the arrangements of the General. Jus
tice is administered in his name by hie
civil courts, and the Chureh is governed
in his name Ly his spiritual representa-
tives. ‘This was the theory of the Long
Parliament, and what is meant in Con-
fession of’ Faith chap xxiil. 3. is that the
magistrate shall exercise the power as-
signed to him, by and through the agen-
¢y of Synods assembled by his authority,
and acting in his name” That is, the
Assembly of Divines, who were summnon-
ed (hut not as an ecclesiastical court) by
the English Parlisment te give their ad-
vice in circumstances of great difficulty
—the Assembly who were commissicned
in the ordnance cailing them together,
‘ to confer and treat among themselves
of such matters and things tonching and
concerning the Licurgy, discipline, and
government of the Church of England,
or the vindicating and clearing of the
doctrine of the saize trom all false asper-
sions and misconstructions, as shall he
proposed to them by both or cither of the
said Houses ot Parliament, and no other,
and to deliver their opinions and adrices
of or touching the ma:ters aforesaid, as
shall be most agreeable to the Word of
God,”—that Assembly, every member of
which, on taking his scat, came under a
solemn vow “not to maintain any thing
but what he believes to be ruthin sin-
cerity, when discovered to him,"—that
Assembly who left not an inch of ground
for Erastianism to stand upon,when they
proclaimed, in the thirticth chapter of
the Confession, “ The Lord Jesus, as
king and hicad of his church, hath there-
in appoisted a government in the hand
of church-officers, distmet from the civil
magistrate ;” such an Assembly as that



