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churohes, citlher by sale or by grants on soine speCIlI occasions, as mniarriagos
or confirmnati>ns. lly this you sou that the French Bible 1-ocieties h:wve thoir
special work, quite distinct froini ours ; anid if (whicit t3od forbid!) the B3ritishi
and Foreigni Bible Society was evor cornpelled to abandon its wvork iii France,
it ivould forsake the 25,00,000 of Romn;mn Iatholies whio roceive the Scrip-
tures by neo other channel thanî tb4%t of the Britislh and Foreign Bible Socieu-.

li you now ask, "'But hav . you seexi einy fruit of these 7,0( ,000 copies of
the Scrip,1- -es cireulitted in Frs ace during these lust s,.veanty years? "Iwill

only point out a faut that niay be testified iii hundreds of places. When yen
travel througli France, if yen hear of a sinail Protestant church iyhere yen
least expected to find one, far as it is froin ai11 Prutestant action, nine times
ont of ten yen 'vill fi'id, on elxquiry, that several ye-irs bach sonie Romnan Ca-
tholics of that villag( had asseznbled one day and liad deteriniined that tlhey
ivould call a P-rotesr,.it pasgtor te expiain the >lcriptures to thein. B3ut
]iow c=ne it that thoy liad the Scriptures, whicli the Roinan Church keeps
se carefully hidden froin the people î A colporteur liad beu pusin,,, it inay
be, muauy yuarz b-fere ; a single Bible had beexi sold in the wlîole village> and
away lie liad gene quite nad and distressed, thuxmking lie liad been wasting
xnuch time aud! strenuth for nothing. But the Lord was wvatulig over the

preciomîs secd; His NVord wva fil-st read by mie, then by aLuotilor, thon by sev-
eral togeti'er, until thieir cyes were opened ; thiey perceived the difference bc-
twei the Gospel and the tcachings tlîoy were iiccustoined te recoive iii their
churches, and they called a paster. There îs a smnail congregation fornud,
and a prospering, evangelical churcli, which owes its very existence, under
God's blessing, to the Bible alone, circulated by Biblical colporteurs. Thîis
lias net happenud once, but nuiiiberluss timies ; and wheu wve now hear of the
great facility experienced in France by pastors and by evttigelistf;, by such
mien as our honeured, friend Mr. McUAl, te gather large congregations, where-
ever they mnake known thuir intention of preaching the Gospel, is this happy
state ef things not due, if not exclusivoly, at loast for the greater part, te the
nDerseverig efforts of this Society, which lias be» sowving tlîe good seed in all
parts of France ? And who shall tell the theusands of thousanda îvhoin ive do
not know, aUd ivho neyer iih bear the nai of Protestants, but who, by the
reading only of the Bible, which thoy -Nould nover lbava known but for otur
colporteurs, have f')und tie Saviourî 1 have the growing conviction that if
it were possible, instead of forty or fifty colporteurs as we have at preient, te
put at work 200 mon, reahly actuated by the love of soadîs, aud cou.îting their
life for nothimg if tiîey cami only spruad the good newvs ini ail places, -%e wouIdI
se before long inany of those littie groupa described, earncstly caliing for
spiritual food. .But te, obtain that objeet we mîust have real nmissieaaries. If
the nman wlho is the ber.rer of the Holy Seriptures is niot hiniself a living Chris-
tian, wbo shows in his person the power of die Gospel te, change~ evil into
gtuod, lie compromises the werk whiciî he pretemids to f urther. t.ence the
imnmense difficulty wve have tie findl colporteurs fully quaiifiod for their task.
In past tinies, if oiily the colporteurs were olest inen and good sellers, it ;vas
enougli, but this is net sufficicnt now. 4.i e~~m te, conclude by recconnend-
ing thum and ourselves te, your prayers, doar friends, tlîat we niay ail bu of
those servants te whomn the Lord wlien He comcthi shall say, ",Well doue,
thàon good aud faitlif tl servant.>

Mr. KIRKPATRICK, of J3russeis, gave a brief accounit of the Society's
interesting work in Belgiurn, whichi began ini 1835, since -ivliceh time it has
circuiatud 600,000 copies ef the Scriptures in that country.

The Rev. G. .PUkMER DAVIES said : WVe have been toid iluâs year is a
year of jubilse, and 1 therefere hope you will excuse mne if I strike a jubilant

rnote. If I ai.. ,ecd i» getting a jubilant echie fremn you -ni cennection with
the great work which lias houa3 entrustcd te ine in Geriliany and Switzerland,
thoen 1 shial bu doubly blhankful. Fifty years ago the Ooxmîttee of tùhe
B3ritishî and Foreigni Bible Society passed a res&ution that Dr. Pinlcerton
sliould bu sent ont ti Frankfort-on-the-Maine, and bu the Society's Agent for


