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And tlîo story becamo the occasion for carrying out nu iidertaking for wlîich
mnany circumstances had prepared the way. A publie meeting was hcld on
March. 7tlî, 1804 ; £700 wvere 8ubscribed, and the Britishi and Foreign Bible
Society started on its career. Its creed wvas as ivide as the Bible, its ain as
wide as the world. lIs sole object wvas to encourage fille circulation of the
lIoly Soriptures, without note or comnîcnt in the mother-tongue cf aIl the
peoples on the earth. lIt was British, as it attended to the wants of its own
people. It was foreign, because in the spirit of tise Master it wvas to do for
others as it did for its own.

The B3ritish, and Foreign Bible Society is the great centre and parent of
the world's Bible Societics, or, rather, the Societies are ail aisters and allies.

The year tli..t ushered in the British and Foreign Bible Society brought
into, existence aise the Basle Bible Society ; and the next eleven years saw
the com-mencement of tiverty.eiglit Bible Socicties, among which were tise
Prussian, the Hibernian, the Pennsylvanian, the Swedish, the Calcutta and
eight morelBible SoTiee mostwn imortan cf1 w ich e was the American,
theh NeoheBlans SoiTie he follwin imeartan 810, i wasiedb the bnirt of
now the great rival cf tise Britishs and Foreign in ail generous, peaceful, sis-
terlv and world-wide enterprise. No less than seventy-three Bible Societies
lhave ùeen founded since tIse Britishs and Foreign. 0f these, fifty.nine are in
Europe, five iii Anierica and fine in hadia. 'In addition, the cisief Society
hias now 6,M53 auxiliaries, branches and associations at home and abroad.

tThe littie seed, sown at the opening portai cf the century, hias grown into a
migiîty tree with miajestic and wide-spreading branches ; and, truly, the
leaves of the tree are for the healing cf the nations.

Tefrtforeigni country that engaged the attention cf the Britisbs and
Foreign Bible Society ivas China, and China is the country that more than.
any other at the present moment is engrossing(Y the attention cf the sanie
Society. Dr. Montucci had drawn attention to a Chinese nîanuscript cf a
harmnony cf tue Gospels, the Acts and the Pauline Episties iii the British
Museunm. The commnittee knew nothing cf the origin or character of the
version, and, after full consideration, deciined te reproduce àt at two guineas
a ccpy. The manuscript, however, wvas copied by Morrison, the firat mission-

Iary te China, revised by him, and publishied at the expense cf the Society.
ISince then the Society has published some twventy versions cf the Soriptures
in China, in a duzen languages, and about five million copies, in whole or in
part, hiave been distributed. Befere 1853 the expenditure of the Society in
China exceeded £30,000, and since then it lias grown yearly in an ever-
increasing ratio. During tise past year about a quarter cf a million copies
have been put into circulation.

Chiefly at the request cf the Society, the united ilissienaries at the
Shanghai conference voted unanimously in faveur cf union versions ; and the
committees cf the three great societies wiil new have the joy cf seeing the
labours cf ail previeus translators in China rcvised and harnsonized and per-
fected und'ir the guidance cf tue best scholarship cf the empire. The diver-
sity cf rival versions, wiîich was found te, be a serieus evil, wiil now turn eut
te be a real blessing, furnishing rich and abundant. material for the new and
unified works.

Thso firstforeign version cf the Seriptures actually printed by the Society
was the Gospel cf St John in Mohu.wk. The translation was. made by Cap-
tain Norton, a chief of thse Six Nations Indians, who was then on business in
England. This was thse beginning cf a ferward policy --hich hias carried the
Society's operatiens into ail lands. Wherever written languages existed the
Bible was transiated into tlîem, and became a standard and conserver of the
language, as well as liglit and salvation to those who read. Where ne writ-
ten language existed, tise flying words were caug'ht on tise wing and fixed
upon thse rage ; and tise first bock that thse savage people saw or read was tise
Bible. The number of versions brought eut by tise great central Society
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