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amnong tho Saxon kingdoîns; oflem oie lziig becaute so l)ow'Crtiul
that hie ga-inod conitrol over ail the others. Hie -as thon calied
Bretwalda, (%'ielder or rider of the Britons). The Icss p)owcr-ftl
kings were -flwaýys striving for titis dignity. The iiumiber of
kin'gdomis wis gdalylessened, unitil, iii 89.7, Egbert, king of
MVessex, subduted the remaiining kziiigdonîis, and became the first
ruler of Uniited. England.

1'rior to the formation of tue Saxon Ieptarclhy w e)rceiv'c
the baisic priincil of the presenit system of goverumeni-it. The
llundred-Moot (moot meanis mieetinig) -was a meeting of the repre-
senitatives from the difl'erenit -lunidreds or coimnities of the
hiingdoîni. Coiiiimuniities were foriieci into iiTundreds, aind it wa
a combination of iundreds doubtlcss that conistitiuted thie littie
kingdomis of the first periods of Saxon dloiiinioni,-soiiie of w'hich
becamne the "sbires'' atid ''counties'' of lator iimos m-lien al
Eng-land uvs nitècd unider one riile. The represenitatives to the
1-lundred-Moot were thie priest, tlic reeve îind fouir monei front
each tow'nship w%%ithiin its limiits. TI'le vilgeflso had thecir
''nioots'' or iieetinigs. The llwre-oo ivs a ;îulicial. rather
tilan an adiniistrative body. Above titis body ivas the Folk-
Moot, a genoeral, assemnbiy of freciinei; iii short, it was a national
counceil with admninistrati ve funicti ons.

After tlie English lzingdoms liad beeu iiunited uinder tgert
we rch znother stagre in tue progrcss of Britishi goveriinuent.
The «Mycel-Geinot. (council of the people) wazs a na-ýtionaý-l assenubly
withi legisitive powcers. lecvrthe king wishcd to convene
a National. Council, lie w'Vould someitimles summiiion the ''mtoots''
of ail the "shires" to meiet ]imi in a grand "Mýyeel-Geîniot," at
some cenitral point in blis kigdoii, and deelare assenit Io bis lows.
'Ple WNi tellagCemlot (assembly of the wvise) or upper bouise, w-as a
general asseml)ly with juèlicia,,l and executive powers. WoodIrow%
Wilson renîarks in ''The State'': "We\r have.. no certain know1-
edgc of the exact character of this famous national. body; but
w'e are probably warranitcd in~ conc]udinig thaýt it w~as fornuced
more or less closely upon the nuodel of the assenîblies -whicu it
supplanted ("Folk 'Moots"). The national couneils of the
smialler kzingdoiis of the carlier titue, which hadl now shira'nk.
into moire "sbire"' courts. hianded on thecir funictions of a gen-
oral council, and in theory also, it iiazy be hi raiation
to the "Witenagcuniot."

It nuay have been the riglit of every fErecmnanti to attend and
vote in this great meeting of the nation; but, it secuis its mem-
bership w'as linuiited, apparcntly from the first, to tlic chef£ men
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