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RURAL NOTES.

I is one of tho peculinrities of oats that it de-
lights in a cool soil, and the longer the scason of
growth the heavier is the grain. A period of

comparatively low temperature, if accompauied‘

with frequent rains, may b3 depended on to cn-
sure a good yield of oats,

Maxy farmers commit the folly of pasturing
their meadows in spring. It is much better for
the farmer who 8ces the need of providing sucb
pasturage to buy fodder for his stock; he will
save by it in a Jarger crop of hsy, and he should
learn from it the lesson of keeping fower animals
next year.

In pruning trees it is advisable to cut the
branches off close to the base, as otherwise new
shoots will grow, and further trimming will be re-
quired next year. Every cut shonld be made
smoothly with a sherp saw, and in selecting the
branches to be lopped off an cye should be bad to
the form of the tree when the work is done.

Proressorn ArxoLD states that it costs more to
make milk from old cows than it does from young
ongs having the same milk producing capacity.
The period of profitable mmlking does not termin-
ate at the same age with all cows ahke. Some
hold out longer than others, but, as a rule, the
best effcots do not reach beyond the eighth year
of the cow’s age.

Ix arecont article in the London Times, Eng-
hsh farmers are charged with being, as a whole
class, cruel to their labourers, hard-hearted to
the poor, and neglectful of chantable institutions.
The Agricultural Gazette chalienges the truth of
these accusations, and charges the Times with
making them for a pulmog purpose—-{o stir up
the farm labourer against his employer, and win
bim over to the side of the parson and the land
loxd.

Avtnotea there is a considerable fall in the
prices of fat stock now as compared with two
years ago, the situation is not discouraging.
Even at present prices thero is a fair margin of
profit for feeders, and especially if account be
taken of the mecans cattle-feeding affords for en-
niching the land.  One good result of the stten-
tiyf given to this industry is the very general
grading-up of cattle, our farmers having been
taught that for the export trade success was only
possible wiih the larger and better breeds, and a
great mistako will be made 1if the cattle are al-
lowed to degenorate.

No other fruit is more dependent on good cal-
turo for quality and quantity of product tLan the
black currant. The young p'aats grow fast, they
bear & crop the second yesr aiter planting, and
they continue productive for many years. They
ghould bo placed in the ground not nearer than
gix feet apart, and the ground between should be
cnltivated 2nd kept free from weeds. If, 1n
addition to this, all canes of over two years old
are cut out, leaving six or seven of the two-year-
old ones, a good crop may be rcasonably looked
for. The bnsh should be pruned so as to give it
a cup-shape form-—open centre,
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Tue chief value of fall ryo is for soiling. 1t is | hardly possible to get first-class grazing cxeept
ready for entting m May, and will last on into off natural pastures. But with proper trentment
June. As the crop is taken off, strip by strip, art may very nearly approrch the perfeetion of
the ground may bo sown with some other—with nature, and the way to securo good, permanont
sweet corn, mangolds, ¢te. Or it may bo sown pasture is to get the land clean and in good
with a mixturc of oats and peas, and in five or heart, sow the right seeds and enough of them at
s1x weeks this will be ready fur use, to be followed | the right time, and treat the land hterally ever
with say a crop of millet. By tlns plan a farmer  after. The land should be prepared for secding
may double his stock, make o large quantity of ' with repeated rollng and harrowing, pastured
manure, and greatly enrich his land  If thoe soil lightly for the first year, and top dressed from
be sustable, there 15 perbaps.no other crop frum time t> time with good harnvard or artificial
which so large return may be reccved as from manures. Tf thie course be folowed the return
mangolds, and they are valuable for winter fved- cannot fail to prove satisfactory
ing, especially for milch cows.
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i A vanvapLe paper on riding und duving horses
| was read at a recent me g f the London
(Eng.) Farmere’ Club, by Waiter Gilbey, of

Ix Denmark there is hardly a farmer who is
not & member of an agricultural society, and

agricultural societies in that and other northern
countries of llarope are almost fatherly in their
core of the farmers. Especiglly is great attention
paid to butter making, and the cfforts of the
societies are being constantly directed towards!
cducating overy farmer aad every farmer's wife
and son and daughter in the best methode. The
resalt is that their butter is of extra good quality
and commands the highest prices in the market.
Holland at one time had the nawe of producing the
best butter in the world, but owing to the neglect

i

Tor Honorary Entomologist of the Royal
Agricultaral Society of Eaglaad feels, no doubt,
thattmeasures should bo taken to check the

enormous 1ncrease of sparrows. I'rom careful
observations i different places, exterding over a
pennod of one to fifteen jears, he does not find
any duminuuon of 1nsects round the farm build
ings where the spartuws generally resort, but he
finds they bave been observed in many ceses to
drive away true insect feeling birde.  Sparrows
| cun and do eat some amount of insects, if other

food 1s short, but he counsiders it to be proved
that by choice they are almost whelly grain and
vegetable feeders. That, also, is the general
opwmion among the students of natural history
here.

AN espennment in feeding whole corn enrs
ground 1nto fine meal anl clear cornmeal is re-!
ported by Prof. Skelton, of the Missourr Agricul
taral College. He took tea Texan steers and fed
five of them on one kwnd of fudder avd five on the

of education 1ts butter is now one of the worst. '

other. The total quantity of corn and cobmeal
fed was 11,665 pounds, and of cornwmesl 11,612

Elsenbam. The lack «f . rcees 11 breeding, Mr
Gilbey attmbutes to the want of care 1n the
selection of young w ues of satlicient s1ze, and
sacificing too much to speud, su that 1o the craze
for pace, s1ze and substance have been disregarded.
To remedy this state of things and breed horses
that will repay their owners he advises : (1) The
judicious blending of the qualities of the therough-
bred stallion with those of the well-formued craught

‘mare possessing size, frame, coustitution, flat

legs and lugh courage , and (2) F'rau these half-
breed mares, so obtamed, ciuss brecding can be
resorted to by the selection of tie thoroughbred
or hackney, and thLus a stock of ndiug and driving
horses available for genceral nse il be secured,
posseoving improved size, etrer (th and cowstita
tion. Mr. Gilbey's advice Jde:erves atlention in
this cuuntry as well asin Erng'ard  There is a
growing demand bere fer 1 -« . f this class,
espicaally 1o the lurge cities, ar. 110y wi'l always
briug goud prices.

In & paper un butter apd its adal.crations, the
chemst of the Agricultural Deparimeut at Wash-
ngton states that in respect to clhemical and
physical composition good butter should present
the following characteristics : (1) The water con-
taned 10 1t shonld not exceed 12 per cent., (2)
Salt shouid be about 8 per ceut., but this varies
from 1} to 8 per cent.. and its chief use is one of
taste ; (8 The curd-or caseine should not exceed
1 per cent., and the best butter contams less than
tlus smount ; (4) The specific gravity of butter-fat
1s ahout 912, water being taken at 1.000, whereas
tallow and lard have a relative weight of 900 or
less. A butter affording a fat whose specific

pounds ; and 1o the case of the former the total ] ST8WILY is below 910 is of doubtful geuuineness;
gain was 1,580 pounds, and of the latter 1,460 | (5) The quantity of alkali required to saponify
pounds. That is to say, the average gain from | the fat of butter (that is, to convert it into soap)
feeding corn and cobmesl was twenty-four pounds | is markedly different from the quantity required
per annum wore than from feeding cornmesl to afect the common bautter adulteranta The
| during tho period of the esperiment. It 15 not, } s8ponation equivalent in pure butter ranges from
| bowever, to bo inferred that the feeding property 249 5 to 2398, while 1n oleomarganue 1t riges to
of corn-cobs is to be measured by this result, but |, 284 7. 1f the number shonld fail uander 250 it

+ rather that the muxtare i1s more favourable to would be safe to call the snmp]o genuins butter.
f digestion. \ (6) Pure butter contains acids s Juble in water to

i, the amount of 5 per cent., whilo in butter sub-

Wita the imcreased attention that is being . stitutes they rarely go above one-twentioth of one
; §wen to dairy farming in Ontano, it is desirable per cent. , (7) Pare unmelted butter when viewed
; that larger arees of land be put under perma.uent.‘ throngh a selenite plate by polarized light pre
| pasture. It 18 not possible to have good grazing gsents & uniform tint over the whole field of
; for cattle on land that 18 broken ap every two or , vision , but batter substitutes, on the othar band,
| thrco years for gromn crops, nor, indeed, ie it,, give & field of vision of mottled appearance.
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