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TUE ROSE AND THE TOAD.

FRObi TUE Ru-ssi.N OF GARîSCUINIît.

i.v

ln tht long ago a rase and a tend lived near tnch ather.
Tht sbrub an wbmch the rase biassomed grcw in a hait-

round parterre belte a bouse yet eccupied, tbaugh the large
shudv gardor% ini front ef i had hotu long neglected. Weeds
Raourished in the plt-bnnds. and in tht patha, which were ne
langer cieansed or aanded. Tht green, woaden raiîng, vith
ita carved arnaments vas faded and broken. The beys had
pulled off somte cf tht bars le play soidiors, and the Peoujik.r
bad caritd saine nway te deten d tb emacives agaînat tht daga.
But tht parterre continued luxuriant, and araund tht romains
-if tht railing twined the wild peu, tht cuscute and thor
Raowering vines, tramn wich hung white and purple clusters
TaIt thisties tsei sprunz up ia tht mont, rich soil ef the gar-
den, and tht stîti taller spires et tht yeiiew muulen bristied
witb flowers. Noubae cevered a large cerner, and, however
disagreeable in ather respects, the durk verdure farmed an
admirable back-ground for tht pale colaurs et tht rase.

Tht Rlover cammcnced opcning an a beautitul May marts-
ing. Tht dtw vwas fast risîng into vapeur, but somte tiny
tours stlil hung in theur purîty an the odges cf tht rase. The
Raywer stomtd ta be woepîng. Araund ber ail vas se brght
and sunny %vben fer tht irai tme she beheid the blut slcy,
and fet tht play cf tht frcsh breeze and tht raya of tht genial
suns ameng ber thin, light-tinted peitas ; ail vas se calux and
peaceful lu tht parterre, that sho might %veil have ivepc, 5iot
rom serraw, but froni pure loy. She ceuid net speak, but.

inciniag ber ittle head, sho could shed areund ber a subtile
and refresbing pertume. Such wert ber wards, ber tears, her
prayers.

At ber teet lny a fat aid soad, which bad spent tht night
huuuing vernis and guais, -\nd ai tht davn had scetced a
malat and shady place for repoe. Bis eyts vert cavered by
a membrane ; bis ides puffed out dirty and slimy. Ont et
bis pava was streched befort hm ; he was toe lazy tu draw
if up ta bis body. Ho took ne delîght in tht bcauey of the
merxing. He vas gorged and taking tst. Whtn tht zephyr,
grewing more gentie, bore lesa of tht fragrance af tht rose
ft awuy on ils vungs, tht tond begun ta broathe it, and ho-
came disturbed and contuscd, but »ias tac stupid ta regard
whtnce it came.

Since the prrvieus autumu no anc hud came ucar tht par-
terre wbere tht rose grew und tht toad eas reposing. Tht
lat visiter vas a bright-cyed littie boy oi seven yeurs, hnvîng
a large hcad au a stundr body. As ne ane tIse claimed tht
garden he clied it bis ave, and it vas bis deight. His
visita badl coused ai the trne vbeu thet oad vas preparisg te
make bis home for tht vinter among tht faundatîon-stones
cf tht bouse.

Wbeu tht voather vus pleasant the little folien would sa
and read on au aId beach standing against tht hause, at tht
ide cf tht enly dry and sanded paîb, vhich vas kept in good

condition for gaîng bnck und forth and closing tht shutters.
His sister, vbo toak care et bu., vauld remains at tht window
madîng or embraidering ta ktcp him cempany. Frequenciy
whtn she asked: * lWassîa, shal I threv eut vour bail se yen
cas play?" bc vonld anwr: "No, Mucha, 1 like my book
better."

Whtn fatigued vitb tht "Adventures cf Rabinson" and
the aoies cf vild cautries, be weuld louve bis book open
and wander aver the gardes. Every bush and shrub vas an
ucquaintanco. Ht wouid croucb belte a vtlvcty muilen
plant twice as tait as he ta sec a calony et ants unnieg up aud
dowu alter tht aphides, and gLthering vith delicte tact the
pure draplets cf hosey-dev exudîng tram tht littlc rails ou tht
backs cf tht uphîdos. He %wauId foliov tht beetîts draggtng
thiu balla he knew not where. Hie wauld vatch the spider
wbcns she bad wovou hem irised veb. te a sunny place, and
was !ying ln irait for Rlies ; and tht izard apcning ils mouth
te drink lu tht sunashine, and rcfiocting tht raya fromn tht scutea
cf is brigbt grecs corselet.

Ont evering whtn ho saw a hedgehog fer the iraI trne,
lit could scurcely restraius is jay and vas about ta clap bis
banda. Froux feux of frighîoning tht hit prickly baast he
beld bis breath. But ha apencd wde bis lustreus eyts and
was dligbted se sec bow tht animal snîffed vith it, snut for
wormsamong tht rotls oftihe rose bus, and in vhat a funnuy
way it drev'- thern oui with its plump, btar-likt pava.

"lWassia, came iu. It begins ta bc damp,- calied bis
ster

The bedgchog heard the vaîce and was frghîoued, nnd
cled itatif into a hall, ccvering sis head and hînd pava vtb

its spie_% Tht child touched tht points lighîly, and tht
animalI curlcd up tht mort and began ta pant like a stcum
eniint. By degrots il becamo used te tht clîild. Ho vas sa
peaceflil and gotît that ht vas ne wonder tht animal cucgrow
its fecar. At fat, îvheu tht litile bcast tasted tht milk vbîch
be brcught la a saucer, tht jay of tht yonthful master cf the
gardes vas ut ils heigbe.

e IIM.

WVassia gravi weaker aud weaker, and wheu the sprlng
retumsod vith its sunsint and warmth hc cauld met lcave tht
bause te amuse himscîf lu tht Rurden. Se bis sister sut star
bis bodside instcad cf tht window He couid ne longer bold
tbe-smalleat volume, and bus oves were sean fatgued. His
aiter moud vihalevar ho desired, ns be lay witb bis emaciated
face esing an tht pillow.

Suddeniy, eue day, ho caled "lMhachu 1"
"Wbut, my dea ? I
"la i sice in tht gardon ? Ha'e the roses bossomed >

The sistor leased crtn, ktsstd bis vusted cheaks, and
brashad avay a tour. "Yes, dear; it's vcxy suce and tht
roes are in blom. On Maonday we'li go coel together il tht
dector consouts."

He drew a deep sigb, and Mucha resuntd reudinq. Iu a
fow minutas ho said: Ive hourd enongb fer nov. 1 ni tired
and sleepy."

Tht sister armuuged tht pilows and coverinRs. He turnad
painfully toward tht wal! and was sient.

1*-4E CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

The sun shane thraugh the eiudaw thut eeened an the
parterre, and tht bright raya fell ce the bed, bathing the pilI
lawas witb light, and gilding the short hair and puny neck af
the clild.

IV.
The rose knew nathing cf ail this. It was expatiding

every heur. The next day it wouid bc fuliy open, but the
day aifler it wauid begin ta fade and bace its petais. That is
the whole lite cf a rase. But ia thut brief existence it vas te
experience muny tears and troubles.

The toad had perceived it. When bis ugly eyes irst
rested an the Rayter his heurt vas taucbed with a strange
feeling. Ht cauid net kecp bis face turned fram thase doli-
cate petls. The rase picased him. Ho feit an irresistible de-
sire te be as nieur as passible ta an abject se beautilul and
fragrant. But toexe~press hb, tender sentiments he feund eniy
these %yards :

II Wait 1i1I viii cat yeu up."
The rase trcmbled. Why was she fastened te the stem ?
The titnte brds were fret aud îvîtîered arauud ber, hop-

ping ramn branch te branch, and at times fliîng far away.
The butterfliîc, ico, were free. Haw she envîed thcm i Oh,
that she bad wîngs làke them ta escape (ram thase miachievaus
eyrs 1';bhc haf net lcarncd that thet aad somoimes lay inl
wait even fer butterfiies.

11 1 iii cat yenU p," rcpeatcd the reptile in a tantehich
he tried ta render sweet, but ivhich saunded aniy the harsher.
He tindertaak te clmb and get rieur the rase.

I 1viii cat yau up,' he kept sayiug as he gaied uni eus-
ingly at the Rayter. The rase saw with barrer Uiec cammy,
repugnant pava catching an ta thetwiiga belawv ber. But the
taad hnd great trouble in climbing. His flat body %vas made
far crawing and Icaping an a smoetb surface. Afior cach
truitless effort he laakced up eagerly at tht branch where the
Raî%ver vas swaying and cxertcd biniseif anew.

Tht rase believed its destruction riear and prayed, " Oh,
that 1 might die seme athor dentb 1 I

Thetotad cimhed higher and bigher, but ut the spot vbere
the aid waad ended and the yaung branches ceînmtnced, ho
met new difficulties. The smaeth. green bark vas armed witb
sharp thorna. H-e pricked bis pawa and bedy, and rallcd down
cavcrcd wthblboed. Ho naw stared at th-, fRower wth venant
in bis beart.

I 1tell yeu,> ho squeakod, I"that I will yet cat yau up."
N ight vas caming an, and it vas ecedful ta huait fur bis

supper. Dragging himacif alang ho vatchcd fer imprudent
insects Anger prevented bum freux garging hinistlf as much
as usual. Hîs scratches were net dangerous, and hoe e-
solved ta take a gond rest and thon return ta the fiawer %vhicb
had such a strange fascination, theugh it was now edieus ta
him.

Tht next marning the rose bad almoat fergotten ber
ernemy. She vas appreaching full blomi and vas the meal
beautîful anc in tht parterre. Stîll there vas ne ane ta admire
ber. The young master was hepless on bis bcd. His sisterdîd
net leave him, and did net appear i the wndew. Only the
bîrds and butterfies fiutttred about the rase, and the buzzing
becs ai tîmes piunged inta the corolia fer the haney, und few
uway cavered wvth tht yellaw duat of tht Raowr- A nighîzn-
gaie porched on the bush and cammenced a sang which vas
quite unlîke the boarse craaking cf the toad. Tht rase lis-
tened and feit happy. She îhaugbt that the bird vas siuging
becauso she vas there, and perbapa she was right.

Sho dîd net notice that ber cncmy was again slyiy wcrking
bis way up the branches. This urne thetotad dîd net spart
bis pava cm ides. Ho mauated bigher and stll iher. In
the midsi cf the sweet sang cf tht ighîingale the rase hcard
tht dreadcd craaking:

I 1teld you that 'd cat yen up, and 1 viii cat yen up.'
In fact, clinging te tht nearest îwig, ho was devauring ber

aiready vith bis eyes. One moment more, and be wauid ho
able ta reacli ber. She feit that she vas about ta perish.

V.
The yaung master hud for a long tme lin meianltss

Tht sister, seaîod in an arrn.chuim ai tht bedside tbeugbt that
ho vas asleep. Fer sevemal nigbes lier wakeful eyes had
waîc.hed avem the sicit one. Lt by littUe the band holding
tht book was relaxed, ber head înctined, and abe felu into a
daze.

IlMacha 1 Il cried tht brother.
She startcd up. In ber droam she vas sitting at the wirx.

day, as tht year betare, and hem brather %vas playing lu the
gardon. Wben she apenod ber eyes and saw hlm stretchod
on the bed, thin aud teeblo, she sighed mnuntul!y.

"What, niy dear ? "
"Machu, yen told me that tht rases were open. Can 1

have ont?"
IlYcs, dear, certainiy."
She leaked out an the parterre whert tht sîîperb rose

flourishcd in beauuy and fragrance.
"lOh! There is juat tht ane fer yau ; a splendid rose.

Shall I put it in a glass ou youm stand?"I
IlYes ; I vouid like it on tht stand."
Tht yaung girl îaok ber scissors and veut ta tht garden.

She bad bees confiuod se tht chamber se long that sho vas
dazzied by the sun and bonumbed by the cool air. Sho
roacbed tht shrub juat vhtn the toad was about te spning an
the Rlover.

IlWhat a horror 1"I she exclaimtd.
Scizing tht branch, sho sbook it smartly Thetoted fell

heavi'y ta the ground. Reovering himsei?, 'eh leapped turi-
eusly at tht young girl, but could net get much bightr than
tht hem et ber drass. She threw it te a distance with tht
tip cf her shoe. Ht dared net come star agaîn, and bis envi-
ons o"es bohold tht watcbtul cure with wicb she emeved the
Rlover and carried 1:te tht bouse.

As tht brother caughtsîsght af tht rose, tht irs he ad
accu for s0 mann moths, hz smiled féebiy aud made a painful
movomenst orcach l.

"lLet me amol lt be rnoaucdl.
The sister eu tht stem iu hs baud, anit heiped te brîsg

the Rlower te 1 is face ; lb breathod tht delicions perfume, and
murmured -witb a happy amile -

"lOh, bow good ih is 13"
Soon bis dlicate face grew dark ; bis hourt ccaszd te

bot , st vas slen-and (crever l-n&eprn dent.

HooD's Sursaparllu a uinfuvour witb ail classes because
it cambines eccuomy and strengtb. zoo Doses Ont Dollar.

0rlF MY,9SrLF.

This oniy grant me, that my menus may lie
Tao Iow for envy, for contompt too higli.

Saine honour 1 wouid have,
Net frani great deode, but geod alono;
The unknown are botter than ill.known;

Rumenur can ope the grave.
Acquaintanco 1 wouid have, but whon 't depentis
Net on the nuniber, but the choico, of friande.

Books should, net business, entortain the light,
And seep, as undiaturbed au death, the night.

My bouse a cottage more
Thau palace ; and should fitting ho
For al My use, no iuxîîry,

My gardon painted o'er
WVitIm Naturo'8 baud, net Art's; and picasures yield,
Horacoeright envy in hip Sabine field.

Thus would I double rny Iifo'a fading spacu ,
For ho that rune it weil twice runes e c.

And ini thie true dolight,
These unbought sports, thie happy state,
1 'would nlot fear, nor wiah, my fate;

But boldly say each niglit,
Toeniorrow let my sun his bouma dispiay,
Or i clouds hide themn- I have lived to-day.

-Abraham Cowle (1650).

CREuA2'URES OF TUE FIELDS AND WVOODs.

We are by the coeort aide, and a atrauge churring
comou from the gladea. Waiting silently beneath the
bushes, it approachea noarer aud nearor, until a taud
fiapping je hoard among the nutbush tops. Theoabject
approachon quito closoiy, and we can soc tbat the noice i8
produced by a largo bird striking its wingB togother as
they meet behind. Even in the darit we detect that each
wiug je crosegd by a definite white bar. Had we the
bird in aur hand, vie sbouid eee that it ueomod a connect-
ing iink betweon the owls and the swaliows, having the
sof t plumage and noiseleas flight af the oneo, and the wide
mouth of the othor. Tho noise it produce8 among the
trees je probably to disturb froin off the bushes tho largo
wiugod maths upon which it food%. This is the nightjar
or*goat-sucker. Tho latter naine it liesfror a suparstitious
notion that it sucks goats and cow8, fonnded probabiy
upon the fact of its wide gape. It is certain that these
birde are cf ton seen flitting about the belles of cattie as
they stand knee-deep in summer pauturos. The reason o!
this la obvioua, as thoea nsect food la always abundaut.
Comiug froni eut the woode the short, sharp bark of a fox
je hourd, and this is answered et intervala by the ixen
Rabbits rush acros ur path, or mastie through tho desd
leuves, their white Ecuts sbowing as vaniahing points iii
the darknes. The many.tongued hedge-bird which tols
her tale tealal tho reede by day, prolonge it under tihe
night. Singing ceaBelessy froue the bushes, ahechatters
garruiously or iritates the songe cf othor birds ; until my
aid unglor friands call!lhor the «Ifisherman'e nightingale."
When by the covert aide, one ocf the culla which ene con.
stantly hears j5 the crosing of cock phesants ; this is
indulged in the densest darkness, as la sornotimes the soft
tooing of the woodpiegoas. Bath pheasautsanmd cushsts
sloop an the low lateral branches of tali trees, and frais
boneatb these the poscher of ton nhoote them. Ho canes
when thora je soe moon, and wvith a shart-burrelied gun
and a half charge cf powder draps the bîrds dead frai
below. One of the greatest night holps te the garce.
keepor in stayiug the depredations cf the poachers ia the
lapwing. Theo bird isaone cf the lightest aleepers cf the
field, starting up froux the falliav and screaxing upon the
eightest alarm. Poachere dread the detect2on cf thia
bird, and the keeper closely followa its cmy. A hure rush-
ing pooL wiil put the ployer away froue it rout, and
whon haros act thue theme is generally saine good cause
for iL.. . . One of the meut piteones cunde that is
borne an the night is the hare'a acreain when iL finaituei
in the poacher's nets. Tt msembles nothing sa nearly as
the cry cf a child, and when it suddenly ce.ueuvo know
the wjme sare bas tightened round it.s throat. AIl nigbt
long crake anavers crake froin tho *meadows, appearing
now ut aur foot., nov fat out yondem. Like tho cuckea,
the canrail je a bird altener hourd thon sen ; it is 01
hiding habits, and finds a seurs and anug retreat in luth
summer grass. Bonouth the oks buts encircle after night-
flying insecte, and thore by the atream ia are ciauda of
gaudy epbenioroe.Tho wild histleocf a curlew canes
froux high overhead as tho bird flies through the night te
ita far-af feeding gronnd. In the fui! cf the year ui-
tudea cf migratory birds pas ovr; voe er the boat o!
their pinions fooct," but thojr forma vo caunot sec. If
only, howover, va heur tho amy cf thoir voicea (allun
dreamily through the sky, the apocica le easy of indentifi.
cation. If wa approach the reedbeds silcntly vo mY
heur tho bourse croak of tho froga; om springing wild
ducks, as they bout tho air with their strang winga. Erner
iug freux the vatersido ta a boit cf coppice, vo are agile
reminded bow lightly the creaturca af the fildanud voodi
8eeep The faintest mntle bringe chirpiug from, the bushe,
and in the denscat darkness oven sasse cf tho delîcate
tvood-birdu sing-not anly tho sedgo and grassboppc1>
warbiors, but froin the willows corne tho luto-like nielle'-
nasa and wild swoetnces of tho blackcap, anether night
singer.-«, NaLuroa and Woodcra/'~ by John WaUon


