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® Dr, Grant leaned forward and laid his hand on his
B (iecd’'s, There was no word spoken, but the bond of sym-
B pathy was complcle.

B 1 suppose,’” continued Mr, Berkeley, * that at college,
B 1ias considered a favourite of fortune, and some of them

B envied me my luxury and ease, but I would gladly have ex-
M changed places with the diudge who ran my errands and

P placked my boots. When my studies seemed hard, T would
B (Liok perhaps it was because my reason was going, and my
BE heart would sink like lead. You know how 1 avoided
|} every excitement, how abstemious my habits were. You
B koow, now, why I would never try for ony prize. I was
¥ willing to be thought dull and indifferent if only 1 could
Sf ward off the curse.  \When it came to the choice of a pro-
B fession, 1 was in great perplexity. I sought the advice of
B the old minister here, who was my f{ather's friend, and
B knew all our miserable history. Iie held out no hope that
B 1sbould escape the common fate of my family, but advised
M me to spend the years vouchsafed me in the ministry. It
Bl wasin my congregation at Phifadelphia that I met Margaret,
B What first attracted me was the repose of her character.
B There were other women in’the society more beautiful, but
W none so perfectly poised. I would go into the pulpit
¥ sometimes, all unstrung from a sleepless night, full of evil
pbantoms, and the steady gaze of her clear eyes would calm
BE and strengthen me. It used to seem sometimes that every-
‘B8 body must see that I preached to her alone. When I came
& to know her better, I was still more impressed by the trans-
N parency of her nature. It was not shallowness, but her
¥ mind and heart seemed like a placid, unrufiled lake which
revealed every pure thought and noble aspiration. An in-
terview with her was like a cup of cold water to a fever

ient. I knew the danger, and cvery time I left her re-
solved never to seek ber again. But when the horror of
the future would fall upon-tne, I would think of her calm
eyes, her low, quiet voice, the restful foldiog of her hands,
and, leaving everything, I would hurry to her presence. [
have walked the streets for hours, with set teeth, detamined
ot to go to her, only to find myself at her door at last.
After a while I fancied there was an indefivable change in
her manper ; a flecting look in her eyes, which, if 1 hai
been free to interpret it, would have made heaven upon
carth to me, and then—I awoke. 1 wrote again to my
father’s {riend. Before he could answer he was called
home. Bu he had spoken kindly of me, and his people
:uk:d’mc to zome to them, and I came. That is the whole
story.”

'?Yon could not have done ctherwise,” said Dr. Grant

ravely.

“No? I ask myself that question over and over again.
Itis perpetually settled and unsetiled. I came across a
little poem in a newspaper the other day. It has all slipped
from me except the closing lines =

¢ \Vho, his love to prove
Is willing to be fcrgot,
Stands on the keights of love.'

When I read it, I prayed that Margaret might have forgot-
ten me ; then my whole being cried nut against such forget-
foloess. Do I forget her? Therse it not an hour in the day
when she is not with me. When 1 face my people her
pale, steadfast lace rises among them. She holds the little
children offered for baptism; and where a widow weeps
over her dead, it is Margaret that weeps, and I wish the
1a¢e in the coffin were mmne. She goes with me on lonely
rides—she is always with me; and then whee I tura to
sprak to her, she is gone.  You need not look at me in that
w2y, Roger. Iam as sape as you are, now, but bhow long
T ¢hall be, God only Fnows.”

‘ Do vou resemble your father?*’ asked Dr. Grant.

* Not ip the least. 1am hike my mother, My fatherand
wy brother were lavge, florid men.”

$*\What I was thinking of,” said the doctor cautiousiy,
‘*was, that if you are of your mother’s temperameant, you
might escape.”
‘“ For heaven's sake, do not tempt me n that way,”
cried Mr. Berkeley, passionately. **1 have bzen over the
ground thousands of times, only to come to the same
conclusion. 1trust I am a Chnstan. 1 kave some sense
of eiernity, and I beheve the future state of the smicide most
miserable s but, as God hears me,” raiing his hand
solemnly, ¢ before I cruse any woman to suffer what my
mother suffered, I will take my own life. But thisasnota
cheerful way to catertain a guest, and Iam going to give you
your light and send you to bed.”
He was his gentle, courtcous scif again, He went with
the doctor to his room, there making some thoughtful
arrzngement for his comfort, and addiog as he bade him
ﬁnd-night, “* Whatever else God has denied me, I thank
im very sincerely for my friend.”

(7o be continued,)

ORATORS.

aever has been and never will be such 3 thing as a ** barn
oratar,” There has never yet been an instance of ap orator
becoming famous who did oat apply himself assiduously to
the cultivatian of his art. Many cven bad to overenme
grear physical infirmities that rendered it almost hopeless for
them to adop? the career of a public speaker. ‘The best
known fastance is that of Demosthenes, who passed some
waoths ip 3 sohierranecan eell, shaving one side of his head
sothat bhe could nat appear in wuhtic He there practised
with pehhles in his mouth to avercame 3 def-ct in s
spzech, and pesticulated beneath a suspended sword to vid
himself of an ungracefol movemear of e shouider. Even
theg he was hissed from tae bema o 1as early eflorts, bt
he pertevered-—rc world & &. wid what success.  \When
Rahest Walpale first spake in the Hnuce he pansed for want
of words, and enntinue 1 only ta stutter an i stammer.  Cur-
ron was known at schonl as ¢ atrttering Tack ¢ urran,’ an

10 1 debariag cociety which he j0ined as ** Orator Mum.”
Evzry-one will 150 recall Dise-eli’s failare when he rose to
make ks maiden speechs  Cobden’s first effort was iso a

It is encouraging to young speakers to know that there

humiliating failure. But one should not conclude from these
instances that every speaker who breaks down is sure to
blossom into fame subsequently. We have been quoting
the exceptions to the general rule.  More frequently, speak-
ers’ mishaps are like that of the Eatl of Rochester. ¢ My
lords," said he, on one occasion, ** [—I—I rise this time,
my lords, I—I—I divide my discourse into four branches.”
Here te came to a woeful pause, aud then he added:
*¢ My lords, if ever I rise again in this house I give you
leave to cut me off root and branch for ever.,” Many of the
best orators have, even to their latest efforts, felt a tremor on
rsing to speak. Erskine said that on s nising to plead
for the first ume he should have sat down in confusion
had he not felt his children tugging at his gown, The Earl
of Derby, * the Rupert of debate,” always knew when he
was going to speak well by his nervousness on rising, This
was also a characteristic of Canning. At a dinner given by
the Mayor of Liverpool l\c‘ was 5o nervous before being
called on to speak that be had twice to leave the room to
collect his thoughts. This may have been, however, owing
to the comparative novelty of his position. Many an orator
outside his accustomed baunts is completely lost. Lord
Eldon said he was always somewhat nervous in speaking
at the Goldsmiths' Dinner, though he could talk before
Parliament as though he were addressing so many rows of
cabbage plants, Mr. Cobden, speaking of Lord-John Rus-
sel, said : ** On the boards of the House of Commons Johnoy
is one of the most subtle and dangerous of opponents ; take
him off these boards and I care nothing for him.” To few
was it given as to O'Connell to succeed equally with all
audiences. Belore he entered the House he was declared
to be a mere ** mob orator ;** but in 1830 he was returned,
and in 1831 he was recognized as a leader. Whether in
swaying a multitude on a hiliside, appealing to the more
educated Assembly in Parliament, or in persuading a jury in
a court house, he was equally at home.—Z%e Gentleman's
Magaszine.

THE GUEST OF THE EVENING.

Good actioas are a fruitage ripe and rare

That bearas not fingering. Let me then beware
To touch with ventutous haad this curving branch,
Nor lean too heedlessly against a tree

Thus at its prime o’erladen heavily

With golden barvest of a stock so stanch,

Lest I by some rude shock at this light hour
Bring down the Virtues in a mellow shower,

To drop the figure, friecnds—let's betontent
The guest chall fancy less than we have meant.
Speak not two closely of his special good:
That we are here tells more than trumpats could.
Our friendship holds his merits as the light
Holds the hid rainbow ; storm but makes them bright.
The modest veil they wear I may not raise,
Let he should blush to hear, and I to praise,
~Robert Underwoed [Joknson, in Harper's Magarine
for April.

ANONYMOUS LETTERS.

But the anonymous writer may decide to comment only
without directtng.  He may feel constrained merely to bea:
his tesumony to the worthlessness of the editor’s labours,
the absurdity of his opinions, the meanness of his motives,
and the iamentable folly of his cunduct. It is comical to
think of the avalanche of such letters which pours pitilessly
ioto the sanctum.  The charitable waste baskets can scarce
accommodate the drifis.  The wisdom which proceeds from
statesmen in the barber’s chair and on the benches of Union
and Madisun Squares overflows in this anonymous corre
spondence. It is in vain that the editorial malefactor at
tempts to escape judgment. The anonymons letter writer
knows him much better than he knows bimself, and his
cfforts to pose as a patriot, as a lover of order, as 2 friend o
ptugress, will be sternly exposed to the scorn of maunkind by
**One who knows,” by ‘¢ Aristides,” by * You know who,"
and by that terrible fellow who keeps sociefy in such good
order, ** A foe to frauds and humbugs.”

The great public will be glad to know of this omnipresent,
invisible police, which regulated public men and editors,
giving the reprobates their deserts in the avnonymous letter.
There was a public man with 2 lively sense of  humor who
s3id that whenever he made 2 speech of importance or
significance he teceived aletter beginning uniformly ** Well,
Pencles, whzt do you think of yourself now 2 and proceed-
ing to ask whether he was not yet aware of the pro-
foond odium into which he bad fallen. ¢* These,” said
Pencles,; **are the hamorous reliefs of public life.
The] importance which such worthy people attach to
the expression of their dislike, the ingenious asperity of their
tone,.and at che end of the falminating decument no pame,
all reminds me in another another way of Thackeray's de-
scupuon of George the Fourth,” e laughed as be re-
called ity o

Doces the gentls teader recail 12 Did he, perhaps, hear
Thackeray tcad it with sith hus tich voice, and its rollick
ing tone when he came to the bumorous passages?
staol seem another New York in which those lectares were
deuvered ¢ He us descidbing the fourth George, but it is the
wiiter of such letters as Pericles seceives, with bis preteati
ous sedfamporntance, his perfumed ait of superiority, and his
air ot pumpuus smpudence, who seems to have sat for the
portrait. ** I try and take him to picces, and find silk
awckings, paduiog stays, a coat with frogs and a faz_collaz,
astar aod blue ubbon, & ﬁ\:ct'handcrchicf prodigiozsly
scented, one of Teaehtt's best nutty-brown wigs reeking
aih oil, & szt of teeth and 1 huge black stock, uader-waist
a ats, muic andex waistcoats and then nothing.” - George
Wiilam Curtss, s Harper's Magasine for Aspust.

ON our 559 page to-dzy will be found a stnkwp and in-
stractive 1llustration of the comparauive worth of the various
kinds of baking powders now in the market,

British émb Foreign,

THe Rev. James Kidd, of St. Andr¢w’s, has accepted
call to Erskine U. P. Church, Glasgow.

MR, SPURGEON draws more than fifty per ceat. of his
hearcrs from within a radius of one mile.

Rev. J. HENDRIE, for many years missionary in India
and Trinidad, has settled in New Zealand.

Mg, THOMAs Cook, the founder of the railway excursion
system and of personally conducied tours, has lost his sight.

Mg, J. H.Ciapman, a licenuate os Edinburgh chsbytcry,
was ordained recently on his appuintment as army chaplain
at Shorncliffe.

A BEAUTIFUL portrait of the late Dr. W. B, Robertion,
of Itvine, has been engiaved for the forthcoming memoir of
that brilliant preacher.

Rev. T. A. Downig, the fauh healer, made a vain en-
deavour to raise a stir in New Zealand, but was permitted to
pass away in silence to America,

Mg, Patrick [. G. MacLAGan, M.A,, Berwick, has been
licensed by Duns Presbytery ; he goes to China in connec-
tion with the Presbyterian Church of England.

Mg. H. PepEN STREL, of Sydney, a son Rev. Dr. Steel
and & descendant of Peden, the Covenanter, has published
a volume of poems entitled ** A Crown of Wattle,’

RABINOWITZ, the Jewssh reformer, has had an embargo
laid upon him by the Russian Government and will not be
able to carry out his plans for Christiamzing his people.

Tiie Rev. Alexander Whyte, B.D., Busby, has sailed for
New Zealand, He goes in the first instance to Wellington
to report umsell to the Convener of the commitiee of the
Northern Church.

In New Guinea the government bungalow and the mission
house have been connected by telephone. Mr. Chalmers
says the natives were ternbly astonished, and asked what
next the white man would be doing,

Mg, MULLER, of Bristo), had ovesflowing congregations
1 New Zealand, and many frecihinkers were struck dumb
with is facts. Not a few have bLeen shaken in theic
sceptical opinions by his simple and impressive story.

Dg. JefFeries, of Sydney, declares that the Chinese
question has been muddled from the vutset, The English
race, he contends, cannut occupy the sem-tropical regions
of Austrahba and ought to allow the Mongolians to do so.

PrinciraL CAIRD acted as spokesman for Mrs. Elder at
the unveiling of Boehm's statue of her husband, the distin-
guished shipbuilder, which the working people of Govan
have erected 1n the park beanng the name of the great
enginecr.

THe pinth centenary of the introduction of Christianity
nto Russia was celebrated thioughout the empire on a rte-
cent Fnday, At Kieff 2 number of congratulatory ad.
dresses were read, including one from the Archbishop of
Canterbury.

In the whole sky an eye of average power will see about
6,000 stars. With a telescope this nwinber is greatly in-
creased, and the most powerful telescopes show more than
60,000,000, Of this number, not one out of each hundred
h.s ever been catalogued.

CLinE cupgregation by a large majority bas elected for
the secund time Rev. John Spaik, St. James's, Kirkealdy.
A detcrmined opposition by = minority on the ground of his
aon-acquaintance with Gaelic caused the Synud to declare
his first clection null and void.

DRr. Riuy, in the debate in the Wesleyan Cunference on
the dencieacy of $6u,000 2 gear 1o the wmcume of the Mis-
stonary Society, expressed a hope that in fu.ure they would
aot advance withvui adequate hoancial means. There is to
be no abaadunment of caisting missiuns.

TuEe shenfl bas allowed pruot 1n the case of the spector
of poor at Tarbolton agamnst Ms. Higgios, pansh minister,
for alleged detamation.  1he aclender 1s charged with hav-
g descnibed a letter of the pursucr's as a lie fiom bemnning
to end, and the damages are laid ai $1,250.

Dr. BRIGHT, master of Umversity College, Oxford, in
the new volume of his * History of England,' remarks
that Puseviem raised a {resh dithculty i the way of re-
establishing a really national Church, changed the Church
of Eopland more complctely into a sect, and rendered
more probable its ulumate separation from the State.”

THE Archbishop of Canterbury, in recently declining to
cite the Bishop of Lincoln to answer to certain specific
charges of excess of ritual, did so because he was not con-
vinced that he bad the proper jurisdiction. Accordingly
an application has been made to the Judicial Committee of
tb;: Privy Council to help the prosecutors out of their diffi-
culty.

MRg. Pz1ERS, of the Mid Parish Chureh, Greerock, has
not received any stipend for four or five years, the town
council declining to accept the receipt upon which he wrote
¢ Accepted under protest.” He now intimates that he is
prepared to sign conditionally un the receipt being worded
as ‘* alleged legal stipend **, and this condition has been
agroed to.

SevERAL wen-known Wesicyan miaistess are placed upon
the list of suparnumeranes bus yzas, wduding D Kilaer,
who bas spent twenty seven years in Ceylun and the last
tweive yeats at the misswn huuse , William Achuz, M. A, the
disioguished authur of © The Tungue of Fire,” who en
teted the mumistry o 1838 ; and Mr. Roberts, who has
been fuz forty-two years one of the must populas preachers
in the body.

Dr. R. F. BUrNKs, ex-Moderator of tae Canzdian Preshy-
tenan Church, 1s annonoced to preach the anniversary set-
mozs :n the Pansh Charch au Bagge of War. A son of
the late Dz, Bums, of St George s, Lausley, says a Scottish
coniemporary, whose name s still a houszhold word in the
West ot Scotland, be awvals his father sngracefal oratory and
ready wit.  Dr. Bumns also gives his lectare, *A° Trip
Throcgh the Rockies,™ in the same place,




