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Servict wns over, andi tht conpyegahon were dis.
pershng (rom tht door of the village church. Sanie
groups passed quletly homceward, as 1(conscleus cf tht
selenity of tht Presenco they hall sought j othcrs
waited for a few minutes' chat wîîlî friendi and neigh-
bours ; and white tastcful <tresses flotter in thc breeze,
and playft words and soit latighîter AUI the ait, unex-
pectcd malignant spirit$ arc flrtulng wiîh unitrlng vigi-
lince front hrart te heart, cagcrly catching awny in
tvery ille word and wandering giance sanie grains cf
the Ilpreclous seed Il tisat has just bec» sar'».

"Came and lunch at tht castie, Mtr. Vivyan,» said
a sweît voice, as a taîl, fashianable loaking young in
passedfIram tse doar; "yau wili meet several friends.»
And tht broîlsers and aistera began te arrange tîscîr
plans wlth Mr. Vivyan, but wlîh a caurteous IlNO,"#
toe very fempting proposition, ho taok a hasty Ieave
and was gene. Into tht deep shadles ai bis ewn
wooded demesne, and down tht broad wrastc cf ben-
ther te whcre tht sea dashes p~inst the lafty claifis,
Chsaules Vivya wandcrs.

Andi what are the woerds Ihat are rlnglng through
hîs brain? They are theseocitht texî whiclî bad that
day tormed tht preacher's nmcssage ."lVerily, verily,
1 say untri yau, except a min bc born agaîn, ho can-
ne: sec the kingdamn ai Gcd.0

Hew sîrange that words se well knowxi, se familiar,
se eft-repeated, shauld sudticnly have power ta, raise a
tempest in tht seul 1 But thaugh tht n'aids ivere
firmiliar, tht mzeafifg n'as noir, or at least unthought
ot It ls wondertul, tee, %ýith what navelty a thought
or fact clothes itself, when, fram belng a mere abstrac-
tien, it becomes, through some change of circum-
stances, or [rom loeklng at E: En a new point ai view,
a matter of intense persenal interest ;and this n'as
non' tht case with the werds in question.

IlIf the annouricernta Es for ait, then Et Es for me,"
was tht oft-icpea:ed theught. Nevcr liait he hoard
words se penetrating. Truly there is ne tcuch se
keen, se poignant, as that ai tht sharp twoedged
swerd cf tht Spirit. And yet it was a very quiet dis-
course that Vivyan had heard. There had been ne
butsîs of eloquence te captlvate thse imagination ; ne
impassloned appeals te stir the feelings. Et n'as a
schalar-lîke.and finished composition;, its theology
n'as clear and per(ectly scriptural; its argumerts
strong and convincing; and although tbtre n'ete tbose
wha slgbed as they saw bew little thet ruth preached
hati kindled the preachtr's on» s-ul, and wbo felt
chilled by ita cald utterance, stili they rejoiced that it
vas preached, and prayed that their pastar's lips
miglit yt be îouched by a hive ceai fromt off tht altar.

Long did Vivyan pace up and dowa tht sandy
beach wrapped in thought.

iiHow cltarly," bac s ild, <'how convincingly Mr.
Langdale provcd the necessity cf regeneratien for a
race se fair goe (rani original righ:eoumness, if they
are ever te, ho made rneet for a world of boliness I
And if E: ho essential fer ail, it fallows that Et must be
essentWa formeni Thercîis no use dectiving myself % I
had rather look the truth in tht facre, mnd mast cer-
tanly 1 have nevcr known aay such wonderful trans-
formation of soul. They tahk of baptisin and educa-
tien; wcll, ne doubt thet hir.g varies in varieus caies
-Mr. Langdale said se. In seme it may ho very
graduai, and but slawly progressive. But ane thîîng
sttkes nme, that wbenever or hawever tht change takcs
place, Et must bc a vcry reai change, sosnethang that
*ould intreduce a max i nte a new state of doungs as
regaids the invisible world, and give him a spiritual
gcnsibility, which 1 arn quite aware I do net passess.
Evcry Sunday I go thraugh tht fan of deplarang my
state as a « muserable sinner,' and ye in peint cf tact
den't care much about ht. '%Ve call upan Ced as 'aur
Father,' and yet entertain no feeling taward HEm but
that cf awe, and except En church, 1 icar, are utterly
indifferent te and forgettul cf His existence; at toaut,
I arnsure Et s myewn case. Non',if ail ibat religion
teaches is irae, and 1 canne: dcubt Et, this apathy cn
the ssbj ect certainly indicates somt great and radical
defect En oneýs ecru mn!nd. How amahing that tht
sublime fatt of the Atonement, se ne3nly connecced
with amy eternal destilby, sheuhd se littie occupy imy
attention, or cemtmand nîy interest I My mEnd i s
quite dead te itee Ushings, En comparisen with. the

lively interest n'hicli the things of thla wcril excite,
stiort-ived as I well know they rnust bc, ils was
cxacîly n'lihit Mr. Langdtale n'as polntîng out, as an
evidence cf the distinction between tht carnai and the
shpiritual niind."1

IlDut after al, Vivyan thought, as lie turned homte.
warujs, IlaCter aIl, who ever experienced tbis e'rondettui
tranalt!on ? Thaî'a what 1 should like te knew. If I
cauld mict n'lh any one who waul4 lionrstly tell nme
that ho kncw what li was, Who hadl actually fclt thse
rcncwmîg graceof Cod ln hbislieart, ant eally passed
Ente a stateofe mind vcry dilVercnt (roui that cf origInal
nature, wlîy, tho» I aliaulti believe It. 0f course,
bcing ln thse Bible it mua: bc truce; but stil, somchow,
a tbîng scouts so shaid2wy, 80 rpeculatlve, Whouî you
lear» it only tram a book. 1 shouiti like ta sc Et
carried eut. 1 sheuld like te sec.% pruitical example
ln real life ; and as (aras my observatior Roes, 1 sus5-
pect Et nîli flot be easy ta And ont. Andi thon, tvith-
out this great change, a man 1 cannt sec the kingdom
o! Ced.' Surely,If tht words are te o t, ml iterally,
that would condemn a vas: portion cf ibit> community I
It weould bc too dreatiful 1 I cannot uiderstand 11; 1
miust thuîsk Et ever.»

Tise Rev. Edward Langdale n'as in bis studyclosely
engaged En tht preparation of an elaborate essay on
Faith, n'hen bis servant cntered with a note. 1: n'as
tram Vivyan, inviting hlmn te dinner on tise sanie day.
Mr. Langdalt liastily wrote a fen' Unes oi acceptance,
and then, as thse servant Icit the rooni, tbrew bimsel!
back and sighed wtarily. l'Visat an evenlng 1 shah
have 1i h» bexciaimed ; "lwha: a revulsiori aiter a day
cf intense study 1 There irili bc nothing congenil,
nothlng to 'refresh tht wcary brain. Vivyan is a
nable iellow, but bis nîind Es aIl rua te wastt. But
what's ail] this?" ho added, turning oves' the second
page rif the note: I have te apolagize for offering
you dtsly my own cempany ; but 1 amn anxi.9us for an
opportunlîy cf talking te ycu aioe, on a subject
whicb greatly disturbs my mEnti." "lIndeed 1 wha'd
have theught of Vivyan's mind being disturbed about
anything bcyonti bis borses or bis dogs, and in cither
c'uest i suîdbhoa miserabit atviser. WVhateau Et be ?"
And the student Endulged iEn a few turns up and * lawn
tht roasn, speculating upon wbat Vivyan coulti posai.
bIy nie.n. IlWelt,» lie said, at Lust, Ilif it is a knotty
point in theology that puzzles lis brai», be bas applied
te the rîgis: quarter, at ail events. Poor (cen'," lie
ndded, as wath a graver counitenance he ssgain teck
bi% place beioc bis beoks and papers, Ilbow glad I
should be te sec him beceniing mare senlous andi
thoughtful.»1

A iew hours afier, and they were at tht dinner-
table, tht pale yaung cleryman canversing on ordi-
nuiry tapies witb 4cholarly grace, and tht boit cheer-
fülly doing the henours ai bis baspitable beard. At
last, tht dessert andi wine were on thet able, thse
servants withdrew, and they were ahane.

IlNan'fo ait,"» thought Mr. Langdale, as hie busied
hiumself witlî is wahnuts, and every moment expecied
that Vivyn, with bis usual straightdorward frankness,
would enter on the important subjeet. Butnfot aword
ivas spoken, and, feeling the awkwardness cf tht con-
tinued silence, Mr. Langdale at last saiti: "lYcu men-
tioncd in your note that tbere was sometimng yeu
wished te, talk aver with me."

I amn glati you hiavc asked me about it' Vivyan
said cerdialiy, with a sigh of relief; I should neyer
havc becz) able to inti oduce i: m) self, anxious as 1 (tel.
Yes, Mr. Langdale, dt subject of y6ur sermon Lust
Sunday bas accupitti my minti ever since, and 1 arn
exceeclingiy anxieus te duscuss it furiher wits you, if
ycu wili ailow me»

I shah! b os h5 appy," Mr. Langdale replied
witn a gratified air. Il Vas there any point tha w»s
ne: elcar te yau, or in which, you differeti fren? my
vicw?" hc addcd with mueli interest.

*" Wlsat 1 want te knaw Es tlEs,," said Vivyan, n'ith
abrupt vehemence. "Isitareatandj5racicaithing?»

UTowbat do yu alude?»
"To rcgcneratien, or the nen' binili, speken of in

your text, andi wbich you se cieanhy denienstratedl te, bo
esse ntial ta Wavation. 1 wrant te knew whetier tis
Es a nitre sbadowy theosy-a theo1ogEcal dream--or Es
Et, as I said before, a rral anti 4duat change?"I

IlCa» you doubt Et ? " Mr. Langdale saiti, En some
surprise. Il Tht word ini Ihe original bas the Jorce cf
<bo.rn from abovt,' as n'el as 'lbom agaiua,' 3vhich li- a
plies thattht seul, nov' entera, .'po!'a &,#hest*Ea,gxit-
ce, recovers, as it. wreci gl»psuEEnt*a

beuseholti of GoE. .AndJ.t -so*os1 h~n~pelé

outwArd refarniatian ever enduedl a mani wlth tiew
powers cf spiritual discerrnmcnt, or, En the wcrds cf
Scrlpture, led blin to '&ce tbo klngdomn of Ced.1
Again the figure la repentedly changed, but never
weakened. It always expresses a complote transition
(rom one state of spiritual existence to another and
vcry differentone. For lnsttnceIt lscAiJedap»3sing
tram 1 death unte lire,' 1(rom dirlcnes to llght,' a
'translation'1 (rom the klngdom of Satan to that of
Christ, and the figure of the resurtectien Es repeatedly
used te illustrate the greaineas of the change and its
lire.giving power te the soul. 1 cannot atyseif imagine
how, ln the face of sticli a mass of Scripture evidence,
aniy onc can attempt to support an opposite thecry.n

I t 13, shen, à genuine îranstorruaticn, wllch the
seul of man actualiy undergots white ln this world? »

'«Ungucstion.tbly,» Mr. Latigdale replied, feeling
strangIlv disconcerted under Vâvyaris plain matter-of-
fact lîardllng of a subject se refined and abstruse, and
the deep, earnest gaze of bis anxious cyes.

" And how dots it talcs place ? IIVivya as cd# with
Intense interest.

Mr. Langdale shrank (rem such close deallng as
this. Instantly hi% sensitive spirit felt, keenly that it
was excperintental, religion that was needed ber.;- that
without Et the niait cxquisite theological skill was
powerless te nicet the cravings of an anxious seul.

"eThere is soute divcrsity of opinion among the
schoolmen," bic began, thougbtuUy; but Vivyza ln-
terrupted him-

"*Neyer mind the sclioolmnen,» hie exclaied impa.
tiently ; Ilbooks, and theories, and speculations are
ail humbug whea a n Es anxious.Y Then, meeting
a look cf grave surprise and embarrasiment, he added
in a low tant of deep féeir.g:

"lExcuse me, M r. Langdale, but mny sou! Es stirred
te Ets depths. Etcrnity la at stnke, and 1 arn groping
in darkness, and can sec ne ligbt. Tell me, 1 implore
yau te *eil mue, who bas known this'wondrous change ?
1$ it a thingthat really takes place? lnaword,HAvr.

The table shook with the agitation cf bis strong
rranie, and bis quivering lips rtfused te, finish the sçn-
teuce. But it needed not. He was answered in the
ashy paleneas that ev--spread bis listener's face--in
the look of anguishi with which bc turned itway, and
buried it in bis trenibling hands.

Inexpressibly shocked, and deeply rcproachinghini.
self for bit inconsiderate abrupîriess, Vavyan rose (rom
the table, and stood Itaning against the open windew.
Lost in thought, he knew net how thet ime passed, till
bc fett at band laid upon bis amin, and hoard a voice
whisper: Il by brother, let us pray.0 Vivyau turned
quickly. His young pas tor stood before him with 3o
touching an expre!sion in the bowed head-in tht pale
and s.houghtful face--that, strong mani as hie was, he
feit -the te.-rs rush te his cyes Ht saw Et ail in a
mocment. They were te seek together for lthe grace
that bo:h equally meedcd, te, implore tbe outpouring of
that Haly Spirit which aioe can change the lieart,
and which Es promiseil to ail who ask it in sincerity.
H-e grasped hIr. Langdfalcs band, anid said, with a
choked utterance : «"LUt us go ta thte library, we PhaU
be undisturbed thcrel'

Tbey have cntered in, aund Il shut the door," "nd
now none may know what passes between their seuls
and God. Let us wait until IlHe wlio seêîh in secret
shahi reward t.hem openly.»

Sunday after Sunday paised ; and, te the surprise cf
the cangregation, ýhe pulpit wa» ccnstantly cccupied
by straigers. It wjis not tbat the rector was Ehl, for-
he was always present, and took part in the service;
anid many, as they joined in the fervent petitiont; cf

chir beautiful liturgy, felt that Et came berne te thelr
bearts as 44t bac! neyer donc betore. A little child, as
she returned home',said, Il'Dots it net scem like reaZ

~>y>g wbcn Mr. Langdal rmadls new?» and the
mother's heart echozd, tht thouglit, for she haî fcIt
that day, that such prayers must ho drawing 4owu
blessiuigs from above.,

At length the day came when the pastor again oc-
cupied bis accustomicli place. But oh I how clianged
was bis preaching 1 It w»s net less 1earnedý-Iess
studied-leas .finisthed than before Ne; Edward
,Langdaio w»i s et ont *whoi wotald chfer to the Lord
that wbich cost nothlng ; but now bis' words glowed
with life, and were fpU o f unction and. pave>r. His
mind w» a& ricit reservo'ir ofkinowledge.; but the
rount, thotigi fuît ta tkîe brEn, hait ben valucless, as
MPgared, tbe~strevmgtheiing aaýd refreshlng cf tise soiaI,
Ill a, Nyqrd .un1tea was .spok.n, which toued its


