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MIMICRY,

¢ Like cures like”is the fundamental maxim
of a growiugly important branch of the healing
art. But as the most elementary and univer~
sally accepted truths, may, by the prying eyes
of those who are not satisfied with taking
things at second-hand, be traced farther back to
truths more simple and facts more general, we
aro bold to suggest that the motto of the mo-
dern Esculapian school is only & developement
—a new application of a human propensity
which manifests itself in the most multifarious
and most curious ways. Homasopathy is mi-
micry turned to good account. It isan attempt
—practitioners, and a good many of their pa-
tients also, contend, a successful attempt—to
make Nature herself, in her most malignant
moods, subject to the law of imitation to which
the human species in th ir relations with each
oth.r are subject. 1t s oaly a manifestation
of. a principle which enters very largely iuto
human activity—which, in fact, is the secret of
what we call “clvilizatton,” and which links
713 more firmly at onoce with the -lower and
higher order of beings than anything physical
yet disoovered and made known by Tyndal,
Huxley or Darwin. Maa has been described
variously—as 8 responsible being, a creature
_ that can fiddle, one that can, after due training
undergo three scrmons & day ; an animal cap-
able of laughing,—and so on ' interminably.
All these definitions must to the leust consi.
de.ate appuar to be imperfect. They fail in
being either too general or too particular.
There is only one piopensity which really
# makes the whole world kin,” and that is the
propensity to imitate, The fun of the short
p tticoated and knickerbocker occupants of
the nursery and the enthusiastio applause of
the Royal Italian opera ; the neat cravat of the
ncwly ordained curate and the dignity of the
b -lawnod archbishop; the limping lines of
the local poct and the faultless stanzas of the
luureate ; the strut of the ensign and the pomp-
osity of the colonel are extremes of what is
identical in nature but differs in magnitude,
Man is an imitative being. Thia is the defini-
. tion which in width end exactness we would
make pre-eminent over all others that have
been attempted.  Why does Angelina puff out
her back h .ir, or twi-t it into a huge and in-
tricate coil?  Aid why does Augu tus clip his
in & style suggestive of the penitentiary or en.
caso his feet in shining leathers, which put
him to excruciating torture? In either case
there is an obvious contempt of the fitness of
things. Tho tendency to imitate explains all
—and nothing else does, Augelina makes her-
self ridiculous because Laurs has done so ; and
Augu. tus torments himself because Frederiok,
whose lead every dandy must follow, has pre-
vious'y affficted himselfin a similar way. We
soc no objection to this. Cui bono? What is
tho use of objecting to the innate or the inc.
vitable? Puncl’s most cutting satirists are

correction of the soclal absurdities, however
much they may amuse those whose particular
follies they do not touch upon. Nothing short
of the eradication of this tendency to imitate
would do what the satirists feebly aim at.
And after all it may be questioned whether
this eradication is at all to be desired. The
follies of fashion aré only the running to seed
of a plant which could not be up-rooted with-
out infinite mischief resulting. The only thing
that can wisely be done is to turn the propen-
sity to the best account, for what is most ridi-
culous may, by judicious treatment, be made
sublime, and what is most useless by similar
treatment in the highest degree serviceable,
There seems of late to have been a growing
conviction of the truth of the conclusion which
we have just announced. The very tameness
of our jovial old friend Punech’s jokes on fe-
male and masculine foibles, is only one of many
symptoms of growing faith in the utility of the
tondency to imitate, and to regard as inevitable
occasional excesses, in themselves sufficiently
ludicrous,

————— O~ e,

FACT AND FICTION,

Thelr are a great many people in this world
who would fain wipe out of human nature all
romance, or fiction, and tie us down to the
mere realities of actual occurrences. They are
for ever like Mr. Gadgrind, crying out for
“facts, hard facts,” pooh-pooh as useless all
kinds of literature which have not what they
call “ a living interest in them.” Novels they
regard with horror, and even historical ro-
mnces they regurd as abominations, and call
the perusal of such works a waste of time.
Now we have a very great respect for hard
facts, but we also beliesve with Ben Johnson
that, '

¢ A little nonsense, now and then,

Is relished by the wisest men.”

We do not believe in the system of overcrowd-
ing the miud by constant doses of fiacts, and
giving no respite by 'a little fiction. This is
essentially an age of facts; the railroad, the
steamboat, the telegraph have so drawn the
ends of the world together that we are every day
putin possession of more facts than our grand-
fathers could gather in a month. The number
of inventions, disooveries, trlumphs of en-
gineering and mechanical skill, 'victories
of intelligence and perseverance over cir-
comstaices and difficulties — all hard facts —
which are recorded in the newapapurs, are
sufficient to make a man almost crazy, if
he tries to grasp them all, and does not re-
lieve his mind a little, ocoasionally. Itis a
well worn truism that the present generation
is living under very high pressure, that we
crowd into one year the events of two or three,
sometimes of almost a whole lifetime ; and we
look upon fiction as the safety valve which
keeps the mind from exploding and regulates
the pressure brought to bear on it by the im-
mense accumulation of facts in this essentially
matter-of-fact age. We must not be misun-
derstood to say that we endorse all the mawkish
and seutimental trash with which literature is
unfortunately flooded ; and which is no more
to be compared to pure works of fiction than
the sparkling waters of the 8t. Lawrence are to
be put in comparison with the muck which
runs in the gutters ; but we do believe in good
healthy novels, based on good morals, and
worked out with an artist's skill ; they tend
to relieve the mind from tha pressure of the
realities about it, and to freshen and enliven
the imagination, Who would be cruel enough
torob & boy of his « Robinson Crusoe,” and
yot the “ hard fact” people will inform us that
Robiuson Crusoe never visited the island of
Juan Fernandes at all ; and, indeed, if they
are very hard fact peopie they will tell us there

Was never any such person a§ Robinson Cruseo
at all,

and docs it do him any the luss good on thut

jnpoteut when thoy apply thewmselves to tho

account? For fiction docs to good ; it fu-

Well, what if there was.’t ; doos that
luake the story any leds intercsting to the Loy,

oulcates a greatdeal of sound, solid, useful in-
formation at the same time that it amuses. We
frequently gain a great deal of knowledge from
fictions, and gain them toe almost unconcious-
ly; for it sometime happens that in reading
fiction we come acrossa « hard fact” which we
swallow without being aware of it, just as we
swallow a sugar-coated pill without tasting any
of the unpleasant flavor of the medecine ; but
the pill does us no less good on that account.
We do not believe in fiction only, any more
than we believe in fuct only, or # all work and
noplay” ; we believe in a judicious blending of
the two. « Hard facts” ars to the mind what
bread and meat are to the body, while pure
fictioafmay be compared to the water which
washes them down, and purely gensational and
immoral literature of the « Penny Awful”
stamp, to the dirty water in which the plates
and dishes have beon washed, and which is only
fit to be thrown in the gutter, or given to the
pigs.

DOMINION PARLIAMENT.

Parliament opened on 5th inst, The following
is the full text of the speech from the throne:

Honorabdle Gentlemen of the Senate:
Genilemen of the House of Commons ;

In addressing for the first time the Parlia-
ment of Cunada, I desire to express the satis-
faction I feel in resorting to your advice and
assistance, as well as my deep sense of my own
good fortune in being permitted to associate
myself with you in your labors and aspirations
for the welfare of this Dominion,

I rejoice to think that my assumption of office
should have taken place at a period when the
prospects of the country appear so full of pro-
mise, when peace and amity prevall amongst
all neighboring nations, and when so many in.
dications are afforded of the success with which
Canada herself is consolidating her political
unity and developing her material resources,

Inaccordance with the decision of Parliament,
and to carry into effect the legislation of last
session, I have caused & Charter to be granted
to a body of Canadian capitalists for the con-
struction of the Pacific Railway. The Company
now formed hasgiven assurances that this great
work will be vigorously prosecuted, and a favor-
able state of the money market in England
affords every hope that satisfactory arrange-
ments may bes made for the required capital.
The papers and correspondance relating to this
subject will be lald before you.

During the past year the surveys for the im-
provement and extension of our system of
Canals, for which appropriations were made
last Bession, have been in active preparation;
and I am glad to inform you that the plans and
specifications for the enlargement of the Wel-
land and the construction of the Bale Verte
Canals have been completed, and that the works
can now be put under contract,

The surveys for the 8t, Lawrence Canals will,
I am assured, be finished in time to commence
the works at the beginning of next year. This
will insure the completion of all these great un-
dertakings at the same period.

It is gratifying to know that the efforts made
to encourage immigration have met with agreat
measure of success, and that the numbers seek-
ing a home in Canada have been greatly aug-
mented during the last year. I do not doubt
your readiness to make ample provision for the
steadily increasing stream of settlers that may
hereafter be annually expected to add to the Ppo-
pulation, wealth and strength of the Dominion,

The compllation of the first Census of the Do
minion approaches completion, and this would,
therefore, seem a fitting time to provide for the
establishment of a proper system for the accur-
ate collection and sclentific arrangement of sta-
tiatical Information. I commend this subject
to your attention,

It is important that provision should be made
for the consolidation and amendment of the
Laws, now in force in the several Provinces, re.
lating to the representation of the people in Par-

ment. A measure for this purpose, and one
fdr the trial of Controverted Elections, will be
submitted for your consideration.

Your attention will be invited to measures for
the amendment of the Laws relating to Pilots,
to Salvage, and to the Trinity Houses of Mon-
treal and Quebec, as well as for the improve.
ment of the Laws generally, affecting our Mer.
chant Shipping,

Experience has shown that the duties now
performed in the Offices of the Secretary of
State, and the Becretary of the Provinces, may
be readjusted with advantage to the public ser-
vice. A Bill on the subject will be laid before

ou.

Amoug other measures, bills will be presented
to you relating to the Criminal Law, to Woights
and Measurcs, and to the amendment and con-
solidation of the Inspection Laws,

Gentlemen of the House of Commons :—

I have given direotions that the accounts of
the past, and of the first six months of the pre-
pont finuncial year, shall be laid bofore you

without delay. You will be gratified to learn
that the finances of the Dominion are in & pros-
perous condition, and that there is no reason to
doubt that the revenue will be sufficient to meet
all contemplated charges upon it.

The estimates for the ensuing year, which
will be submitted to you, have been prepared
with as much regard to economy as i8 compati-
ble with the efficiency of the public service, and
I venture to hope that you will be of opinion
that the supplies which my Government will
ask you to vote, can be granted without inoon-
venience to the people.

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senats, Gentlemen &
the House of Commons :—

Many of the subjects I have enumerated are
of the greatest importance., It is with full cone
fidence in your patriotism and wisdom that I
commend them to your consideration, and I
trust that a Gracious Providence may guide
your counsels in whatever way may best pro-
mote the happiness of the people of Canada, and
the welfare of the Empire at large. ¥
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PASSING EVENTS,

AMADEUS met with a perfect ovation from the -

Italians,
M. TaIrrs’ condition was such as to cause
serlous apprehension.

A MEETING i t0 be held in Hyde Park 19
favor of an amnesty to Fenians.

GERMANY has appropriated 80 million thalers
to bulld & navy and dock-yards,

CARDINAL CULLEN, in & pastoral letter, de-

nounced the Irish University Bill,

THE master darpenters of New York have at®

meeting, fixed ten hours as the length of a day's
work, '

By an explosion at Mount Valerien, Paris,
one hundred persons were injured, twelve
fatally, '

THE Hon, Mr. Thibaudeau declines to' come

forward as a candidate for the Commons it
Quebeo County. ) )

RUSSIAN officera were leaving for Central Asis,
and it is probable the expedition against Khivs
would soon be on its way.

PRINCE BISMARCKR made a speech in favor of
the bill to limit the authority of the Roman
Catholie clergy in Germany, ‘

PRESIDENT THIERS has recognised the belll-
gerent rights of the Carlists, and it is sald Don
Carlos will try to raise a loan.

A canard to the effect that a body of French
troops was surrounded by a large force of Arabs
in Bouth Algeria i8 contradicted,

DESCHENE, the man who was shot &t tho
Quebec nomination, is fast sinking, and i
hopes of his recovery are abandoned.

THE Modoc squabble seems to be at an ¢ndy
Captain Jack having accopted the terms pro-
posed by the United States Government.

THE Government of P, E, Island have di-
solved the Legislature, and will appeal to the
country on the question of Confederation.

TWENTY-TWO of the Spanish Proviness, 1t 1
sald, have threatoued to ignore the Madrid Gov-
ernment if the Assymbly is not dissolved.

A PARTY of carbineers belonging to & prisod
guard in Audalusia attempted a8 demonstration
in favor of Don Carlos, but the movement Was
suppressed, . .

FRANCE has guaranteed the balance of d:‘
war indemhity, amounting to a

francs, and the German troops will be Wwith-
drawn at an early day.

THR Carlist foree in Navarre does not iwﬂb':
8,000, and there is no truth in the report “‘:‘

the capital of that Province was in danger
falling into their hands.

THE exoltement, at Madrid 1s reported to b®
intense, crowds paraded the streets, troops Were
stationed at the publie buildings and & confiot
Wwas momentarily expected. :

THE representatives of St. Patrick Soctety 18
New York have declared that the procesalon of
8t. Patrick’s Day will not adhere to the line
march indicated by the police,

AN armed mob at New Orloans attacked the
Court house and a poiice station, but wera reslst-
ed by the police and fired upon by the militarys
Beveral being killed or wounded. !

LoTHE War between the rival Governments 18
ulsiana raged witl, intensity, the lateet

of the contest belug an organized opposition

the collection of taxoy throughout the State.

thIN Madrid, the consideration of the bill €
f dissolution of tye Assembly threate
Iulnisterlal erisis and the excitement contin®

A mixed Direclor ornmeih
Was talked of ¥y lo assume the Gov! g

MER. GLADsTON
public dinuer ),

\

E {8 reported to have sald a::

ame at the Government W

332; aucx:ldme"“’ 10 the Irish Educational 3&"
48 would . a

4 Worse measuro, uot better the bill, to

IT i rumoreq ¢,

the Pﬂncess L()lll.ﬂ:
; ‘@ have separat.

::c&msatmmw of iemper, ap:é th*’,ﬁ’the p;mo& o

Mar relizious reiroat near Windsor, snd 4

for t?xuxm has gone abroad, No autority 18 givon
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