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Amuong the inany questions of the day engrossing the public mimd
and imnmediately concerned in the education of the young, there is none
ecgag"ing so little attention, and yet is of stuch vital importance, as the
introduction into our schools of a judicious system of JEsthetie culture.

Whien wve look around us, and take into cousideration how mnueh of
life's duties arc so, very intimately connected with it, that not only the
luxuries, but the commnon necessaries in our liousehold furniture, and
1 le thousand and one litie comf'orts we .surround ourselves with, are
so dependeixa upon their beauty, to the application of a pure and cor-
r'ect taste in their znauufhcture, the followiug questions suggyest
thernselves to the uiind: Wliat are we doing to prornote a Durer taste
ainong, uis? lVIîat opportunities do we afford our young mechianies
ztnd others to cultivate thieirs? Is it great matter for wvouder that
wlien thcy are called upon for the exercise of it, tliey are found defici-
ent in this respect, and prove incapable of' inftising an artistie feeling
iinto thieir wvork,. Let noV those %vho are ever ready to fiud fault, -vith
Ilieni, quietly fold thecir arms and coniplain of this want of taste in our
youug iuechanies. This wvill 'certainly continue to be the case so
]ong as sudi indifference is nianifes:ed to this great public want-the
introduction of some proper method by which the young eau be trained
Io tîme principles of correct forrn and harmoujous comabinations of
colours. ior shoiuld this boon be conflned exclusively to, those in-
leuding to become producers; for it is essential that the purchaser's
taste should be cultivated, or the mechiauics wvork, no matter how
beautif'ully it nîay be perf'ormed, -%vill lack its proper appreciatiou.

InEnland tie strongest drawback to the attainnient of a pure
taste iu manufactures, lias been fouud lu the flollowing causes. To
thme absence of a refiued and cultivated taste amoug the masses, (or
perhaps it is better to designate themn hy the name of purclmasérs;) to
tixe pertinacious clingiug of' many of the manufacturers to old styles
atnd paudering too mnucli to the popular and uneducated taste, substi-
tîtting beauty of forni and chasteness of~ colour for gaudiness in the
one and falseness iu the other. This wvas one of thme great evils the
,schools of Art inu Bnglaud liad to contend with, and often wlien issuing
:ýnod designîs, they were met by the manuifacturers saying 'IlYes it is
pretty, but we must alter it. Whiere you have put sober colours, we
inust substitute gayer ones, theu it xvill, the more readily, catch the
rustonxcr's eye, aud when we have changed this fora-i into a basket of
f'ruit or flowcrs, we tliink, it Nvill be riglit." And iu this mauner,
stripped of its geatest beauty, the design is sent forth to the public
and they tamely submit to, the gay flowers and improbable fruit, to the
Igaiffy roses that flauint, their questionable beauty upon us from, wval

ý3 9 2


