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tance of four miles, furnishced by the conhple.
tion of the WVelland Canal.

Thiis gigantic undertaking whicli nio% allows
of the free transit of ships of 350 tons burtixen,
between Lakes Erie and Ontario, and whose
vast impo)(rtanice as a national work second in
its ultiniate resuits to noue upon the face of
the globe, is only nio% beginning to be properly
appreciated, was thus truly spokien of by a
clear headed. and fnr seeing, ian,* to whorn
the thanks of this Province will be for ever
dlue, for his untiring zeal and encrgy with
whieh lie labored, to brin., ils capabilities
proiiently before the Britishi public, In the
year 18125.

IlNo work in Europe or America will bcar
a cornpai ison witlx it in usefulness. lu touch-
ing upon the mnighity resuits which mnust soon
follow its compiction, the truth will assume
the appearance of the niost extravagant cx-
nggeration, to those NY1o do not makie them-
selves acquaitcd with the singular geographi-
cal position of North America. The great
iuiand scas above the Falls of Niagara, con-
taining more than haif the frcshi watcr upon
this plaiiet-bounded by upwards of 400,000
square miles of as fertile land as can bo fouud
on the globe, and exceeding in lcngth of coast,
five thousand miles. These sePs, nffordingr
the xnost beautifuil and conunodious means of
internai. communication ever beheld, on a
scale which human science and human labor
or the treasures of a world cannot rivai-can
be approachied by ships, oniy through the
Welland Canai, with whicli in point of use-.
fulness, no other work of the kind in Europe
or Asia, ancient, or modern will bear any
comparison."

In 1M37 the amount of revenue derived in
,tolla and hydraulie rents from, this work,
amountcd to £6,2 18 19s. 2d.. In 1847 thicy
amounted. to £201)549 17s. 8d. Last year,
1862, they had reached the sumn of £59,000.
.And for the presenit current year, there can
be no doubt from the active commerce which
is now being carrizd on upon its waters, that
the tolas and hydraulic renta will flot faîl short
,of £70,000.

Great however, as is the amount of its pre-
sent trade, it can bc only juatly regarded as
an insignificant beginning, when comparcd
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with the glorious prospects held out by the
promising future. Even now the vast extent
of country lined by the navigable waters
whichi coxnmunicate with its ports upon Lake
Erie is in ils infancy, scarceiy occupied by an
hundredth part of the entcrprising population
they are dcstincd to support at no very distant
day; and the completion of the short canal
now in the course of construction round the
Falls of St. Mary, will open up an extent of
country as yct almost unexplored: unsur-
passed in ail the elements necessary to con-
stitute a great and powerful nation, whoso
hiddeu riches, whether the spontaneous gifta
of nature or the yet undevcloped wealth to bc
elisninated by the exercise of iudustry and
art, eau only find exit to the sea in ship
navigation dîrcctly past our doors.

This amaill link in the chiain about now to
be completed, will open up to the adventurous
mariner an extent, of ininnd navigation, which
when taken in connexion with Lake Ontario
and the River St. Lawrence, embracea no less
than nine degrees. of latitude and twenty-flve
degrees of longitude, and enables ships from
the sea-board and froin, countries washed by
the ocean, to penetrate upwards of one thou-
sand six hundred miles into the very heart of
the North American Continent.

St. Catherines and her inhabitants have
grood cause to be proud of thieir Canal, nor is
their confidence in its amnzing resources
either exaggeratedl or misplaccd. And their
geographical position,which may bc considered
at thC head of the ship navigation of Lake
Ontario; thxe largest vessels navi-ating thoso
waters bziug able to, ascend to the Town.
gives themn the possession of ail the facilities
of trade and export, enjoyed by towns situated
upon the sea-board : and with Lake Erie for
a "1,milI-damn" and Lake Ontario and the River
St. Lnwrence for a IItail-race," t bey possess
within themnselves an amount of hydraulie
power, applicable at a tritling outiny to every
description of machinerv, not exceced if
indeed equailed by any other locality in the
known world.

Nor are these her only sources of gratifica-
tion, planted as she is in the midst of a
pic turesque country, capable of the highest

degree of cuitivation, and possessed of a
geniai soul and salubrious clirnate, emninently
adapted to agricultuiul and horticuiturai pur-
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