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Ai'nîî. 7. Things 10 bi' Conse,aied.
Ezra iii. 1.7.

Our tesson cai ries US back lbtwecîî
five and six htindred ycars prior to the
advcnt of the Son of ian. Abuut
fifty tlltîîs--nd of the sons aiîd daugluters
of Abraham hand g1thered in jerubalemn,
fromi Babylontan captivity. The capital
of Israel hiad long been dest laie.
Mer walls had been thrown downi, lier
temple detnolishcd, and lier altars over
turlned. The fires of seveilly yearsç,
captivity had burned awvay the last
vestige of idolatry (romi Iheir licarts.
Tlieir har.ps had hung so long on the
%villows of Babylon that they were
eager to lune thenm in harmnony with
Israelîs greatest and sweetcst singer,
and make Jerusaiemn echo and re-echo
with l)raises.

lVhaî things they consecrated to,
God 1 tt AUl Scripltire is given by ii.
spiration of Gol and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction
for instruction in rigliteousness ; thaï'
the mani of God nliay be perfect,
îlioroughly furnished unlo ail good
wIorks." So wrote Paul to Timnothyi
and in anoîher place, speaking of the
old types and symbols, etc., he
sa-ys: ".These werc written for our
c!xalls laponî whomn the ends of the
ages bave corne.»,

As we sturly ibis lesson front Ezra,
we mnay be imiprebsed with our grc at
rcsponsibiliîy and duty toward God.

1 . They found the altars overthrowîi,
and began imnicdiately t0 restore
'hem. These returned Jews, before
they buili houses, or a city, or a
temple, rebuilt the aiar of God, and
restored the Divine worship. ilThey
placed God's clainis first. So Christ
says tb us, ' Seek first the kingdomn of
God and His righteousness. ' 'As il
is wriîîen.' They took for their guid-
anice what was written. This is the test
by which a truc and faise revival of re-
ligion mnay be distinguished. Any re.
ligious movement whicli ignoies what is
written in the word of God is not a
rnovement led by the spirit Of God."

2. They kept thc Feasi of thie Taber-
nacles. Sec Lcv. xxiv. 3344 and
Nuro. XX. 1,3.23.

3. They offéed thie rcquired sac
rifice.

4. They gave liberally of their means
bo rebuild the temple. Workmleii Ivere
nceded ; masons 10 prepare the stonc,

and vworkers in wood to niake ready îlîe
limbers. Money was rcquired to pay
the laborers anti bring tlic miterial
froni ntar to Jerusaleni. God asied for
a per cent. of His own which Hie in-
trusted tc His people. They re.
sponded liberally.

Thus %ve Iearn that these reîurned
exiles: (i) -tcknoivledged God's au-
îbority ; (2) submitied themselves un.
reservedly îo Mis will; (3) %,orshlipped
liisi in I-is own iway, tg as lit ias wrti.

ten," and (4) gave liberally of tiuir
means for carrying on thse work or the
Lord.

lere was a ftull and complete cons.
secration to Gind of theruselves, of jheir
meatis of wvorship, and of their vriaterial
possessions.

Shial ive who live in the Gospel dis.
pensation, iii which thse types have
given place tg the antitype. the shîadowv
to tise substance, the law of si.veriiy Io
tise law tif love, and lte din), unceitai's
rays of tise M\osaic dicpensation t0 the
eftilgent glory of tise Son o1 God, do
more than the returned exiles 10 icru.
salemn ? Dare we do less? WhIlat
things have ive consecracd to G od ?

Au'RIL 14. Risen willh C'hris-
frouz what ? ROM. Vi. 1-1 2; 20.23.

(An E %sier meeting.)
IEaster is a wvord of Saxon origin,

aîsd imp- rts a goddess of tise Saxons, or,
rallier of thse East, Estera, in honor
of wloio sacrifice is beiîsg annually
ofTered about the passover trne of tlie
year The namne becamne aitached by as-
sociation of ideas 10 the Christian
festival of tise Resurrection, whîch hap.
pened lit the lime of tise passover;
lienre we say Raster Sunday, b - very
improperly, ai we by no means refer
tIse festival then kept tri the goddess of
thse ancient Saxons. It was the custom
of tise primitive cisurcli to rernember
and celebrate Christ's resurrection hy
meeting every first day of the wet k."

Thse Apostie 10 thie Gentiles in his
first Episfle to, tle Churcli a, Corintl,
Cfteentis cliapier, enunserates, iirce
grand facts which lie declaies to be
the Gospel, which lie had preached Io
tleim, wh'cli they had received, %%here.
in also tliey siood, and by wisich also

îliey wvere to be saved.
For a year and a half Paul liad

iabored ;vitlu this people declaring the
whole counsel of God: (r) how tisat
Clirist died for our tins according 10

the scripture; (2) that He was buried,
and (3) ihat M-e bath been raised on
tise third day according 10 thie script-
tires. T'his Gospel %which Paul Sa
faimis(uliy, boidiy angd so successfully
proclaiined, lie receLivcd by revelators
as well as frons men.

That Jesus Chirist rose fromn the

dend is the best authenticaied fact gf
ancient history.

A little more than îhree years previ-
tous to flis crucifixion jesus Il :ame by
water" in a synibolical dcath, burial
and resurrection.

If ive would risc wiih Christ we msust
irsi die wvith Hilm, and be Ilburried

waîli Hirn tlirough baptisîn uinto death."
-For if vre have bconme United %vith

1-liti by the liketiess of [lis dcath, we
shahl be alsoi by the likeness of Mis
resuirectioîx." " But if we died with
Chlist we believe that ive shall also,
lîve wii Min>.»

Notice carefully ihat litile wvord
"if." So inucli dcpends lapon it. Let

us ..ot deceive ourselves. There is ton
mnucli ai stake. ,If Iye be risen witbi
Christ, seek those things that aie
atbove."

Promn %hat have %ve risen?
s. Wc risc f'om a deatih 10 sin.

Our lite bias been spent in living in sin.
%Ve a-re now 10 live a lite of righteous-

2. We rise frnin our old lite 10 walk
mn newness of lîfé. Our old nian lias
licen put off, we have crucifled hini.
'Old things are passed aiay ; behold

ail things are becomne neW."-2 Cor.
v. 17.

3. %Ve rise (rom death to lite.
Rom. vi. 7, 23.

IThe Gospel iii ils tullîîess prescrnts
three facts: thie deaili, burial aîîd
resurrection of Christ ; three comn
mands :belief, repentance, obedience;
diree promises : remissicin of sins, th
gifi of the Holy Spirit, and eternal
life."-JO0îî!SON CoNI.

These passages of scripture tcach
plainly that baptism is immersion, and
10 attcmpt In teacli anything else in a
%viIfuI perversion of God's express corn-
mands.

cHaving been buried wri.i Him in
1baptisos wherein ye Nwere also raised
with Him through fii in the working
of God wlio raised Hlm from the
deid." Col. ii. 12.

IFor as many of you as were bal).
tized unto Christ did put on Christ."
Gal . iii. 27.

1There is Ilone Lord, one failli, one
haptismn." Fph. iv. 5.

1Evcry balitisni is a sermon, a living
Kcacrifice, and a monument confirriling
%ie central lacts of the Gospel."3
-EVEREST.

EBaril is sweet, hut licaven is sweeîer;
Love compiece, but faith conipleter.
Close beside our wvandering vays,
Tlirough dark nights and wcaty days,
Stand the angels wiîli brighit cyes;
And the sliadow of thse cross
Falls uapon and ,tanctifie.;
Al our pains atnd aIl our loss.
Though ive siumble, thougs ie (aIl,
God is helping-after aIl.
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