
teries exhibit truc electric phienornena, is shown by tlheir
currerkts beh-aving in exactly the saine w'ay as those produced
artificiafly; thus, says Gunthler, "tbey render the needle
magrnetic, <leconipose ceiical con)ipoiidi(s, and einit the spark."
To receive a sbock, it is necessary in the one apparatus, as in
the other. that contact shiould be made at two points in order
to complete th-e circuit. The varjous species of electrically-
arnied fishes are not, as ighý,tt bave been expcctcd fromi the
common possession of so unique a weapon, by any ineans al
closely related. They belongr to three widely different groups
-nanely, rays, eels and sheathifishes-which would seemn to
indicate that electric orgrans have originated independently in
each group. The electrie eei of Southi American waters is the
rnost powTerful of these cratures, growing to a lencth of six
feet, and provided with a pair of batteries containing some
hundreds of minute ceils copiously supplied withi nerves.

SOME USES OF LICEENS.-

"The living stains, which Nature's baud alone,
Profuse of life, pours forth upon the stone;
For ever growing, where the common eye
Can but the bare and rocky bedI descry,
There science loves to trace her tribes minute,
The juiceless foliage and the tasteless fruit,
There she perceives thein round the surface creep,
And -while they meet their due distinctions keep,
Mixed, but not blendled, each its naine retains,
And these are Nature's ever-dIuring stains.' -Grabbc.

The first plant to secure a hold on the smooth surface of a
roeky clifi or mnountain side is the lichen. Its fine, powclery
spores are wafted by the wind and adhere to the surface of
the most polishced flint. On this the growing plant paints its
thiin crustaceous thallus firinly, .and the sprcading stain
chemically etches its adamantine founda«.tion, miakingr a rough
surface which catches the dust spccks fl oating in air. Thus
a% small patchn of soit is formned wvhich can support a largcer
lichen or a nioss, wvhich i likze mianner accumiulates more
niaterial until a, plot of grround takzes its place, supportingr
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