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A FEW NOTES ON REVENUES
0F THE UJNITED STATES.

Tho inîpcifoi-atc and part perforate
cundiioiuîff tie jirt issue U. S. Reven-
1 i:4tî ny beacôýun1ed fui- by »te bu i-iy

.wilb whlicb tii y were prepared.. Con-
gres iid.pasedawar meras- levying

a éta ip faï upou legal iustruments and
otheri doituments 2ind tbere %vas littie
time balai-e tIti law wecit intio cifectfor
the prepîtration of the large variety o!
titamps rcquired. It wvas crcditable te
the çc-ontr-ctors Iliat no seriaug ei-iors
wved, madet. Lýat#r, thc deman.d wvas.So
gi-est that'tliey coulti notafloi-d tu cjcct
shei-ts*of stamps becauise they bail been
i-un throuigl tIe perfoi-atiîîg niaeltine
tôc many times andi wcre doule uer-
fornteti. Tht-se double perforateti
stoafpq ai-c net very unt-ommon andi a-e
generally.fotinl-n thecsei of -the roost
-eîcotifuil vaiiies, thièsehaving been
u)rn-ucéd in the greatest nambers anti
èonrcqtentlv with tlie gr-èa1ësi haste
andi the Mles. care. 1 think thaI tl-c
or 'foui- limes the pricie ofthc ortlinary
.etamp is enougli to pay for these
oddities.

Rs'quisitions for stamps came in fi-cm
ail pars of the loyal Siie.andI sup-
*plies 'vert si nt, soute if whli includti
.nearly tic whole issue of a single
vari -ey. Insteiof divitlingupa bazch
<if sî:uiîpsa;n-ng iin dlifférent sections
t tht'. <-<îînîry andi sub-stations frein

tviiich aLnipswci-edisii-ibîai,îcd,îbulk
tif IL u-mîîlit.be sent tsa <>n place and if
no»more of :lîatkintl wecissued, thc
use of thai- partiruniai- tmp -would -be
conuined in t he one locaiîy. Titus. al.
most ail the =1~ P. o! WV. impèrfnrate
nnîw in collections oi-ginally ranme fri-n
Californi:i. Moiýc specimens hare been
fouât on the Pacific t'oast in rotent
years, ut ia tcaic, flan in ail the E1.t
Thii, pi-wîaiy'inclic-a:c that ina.iy of
the rartat revenues ai-c La lc inughl;
each in a particular vticinity cf its oný'.
flot knowlcdge of ibis, if a.-uîyne has il,
innst bc a t-aite secret.

Tlicgenulmnncsf impe. forate revcn-
ues may bc detcrniincl ta nomne exteot.
k;y thc date whIch was iisualiy vriticn
or etampcdt-upcn- tuicî. lo 1802, nu
sLrnnps wcrc prrfcrated anti iiiost
stsmps uscd in 18M8 *arc Iniperforate,

but stamp8 cf Inter date necd net noces-
ssxiiy Le proouneed elippoti zn Ibis
actouct. 1 have sen a pair cf imiper-
farate 50e P. of W. dated 1868. These
.probabiy were reniaindors whlch hrd
been kept for two or threc ycars beforo
beiog uscil. Widtiî o!mai-gin isdcep-
tii-c, for- Uic stamps werc aften ii-regu.
*Iariy pei-foi-ated. soniotîiies se as to

*show portions cf adjoining stamps bath
tibove ani below.

After a ycar or two, il %vas founti te
bc bath inexpedient andi unoocessa-y
t'O require that Uic stamps should bcar
inscriptions corre-sponding iîh Uhe

* iames ofthei documents in whieli tiey
.were -attacheti, andi tuioreaiter tliev
wcrc used indiscriminatcly. The an-
gi-avers, since it-wufl no0 longcer neccas-
!ary-to pi-ovide ci-ciy variety of -stamp,
relireti somo plaies andi dies andi pim.
.Pd, no mnore: siamps féom ibeni. Thls
rest-icteri Ibeir issue andi nade tiemn
ra-ci than Uic otheai-. The playing
<-ait 'andi proprietainy staxnps *tcre ai-
-ways requircd tu bd useti fci- thoie pur-
poses oniy, howcver, andti iis is Uic
reason for their genot-al scarcit3. lain
neot awarc whcr'- -r the 6 cent pmopriet-
ai-y is rare because there was littie use
for'that value, or because it, wun carly
retireti. Pcrhaps bothi-casns operte.

Dîîring the erlýy 170% a number o!
revenues wei-e iasueti on a vci-y thick
Paper. -lu fact, lhcrc ni-c :wo tbick-
nesses cf iick paper. tiîey are easily
distinguisbcd fi-cm the d-dinarys papers .
but xiiay bo icateti in -tiii.way: double
thc paper bcItveen the tbunîb andi-
finge:-; if it -will ci-cae eàsily, it-is- Uic
tin- pape, but If thçqre sczme ta bc
ccnsiderable reistancec.1t in the tbick,
bard variety. .ista have bren attenîpteti
cf Uic rarietica printeti on tbii paper,
but nc6w discoveries arc cootioîîially
being madie.

lit is said thaL reicouca are sSn te bc
catalmîgznat boUs uýnu&ed andi uied:
HE±i-toere-. uîtîusecl sicceialens bave
bee obtainablo foi-a nicre fractio'n o!
thc face v-alu" on àaccount cf thc faet
that the govcrnîcnt, dors oct i-cdrei
theni, nuL Uu-s- lx sncb alimubeti seou-cc
cf supply that they are bounti to be-
hlgh pi-iced. A8 distinction Munst- bc
madecbetwecn uneanelîct andi unused

crui . AlUiongli Uic usera of thti

stiinîps weî-e at finit vcry caretul te
eau cel thein welI, hâter on tLcy became
leus no, and niany stftmpsare tu be found
on the original documnents bearing no
cancellatiin wbattever. This is particu-
larly true.uf the luwer dénominations.

It is salit of i 6 cent Proprictary
that il vvas uw<d aluu3t sulely iipun two
or ilceu inedicinets, andS tbat there arc
Commercial trav-lct-s whu knew these
miedicines. In thie curse of tLeir tours
they visit ald-c-siîali.shod drug-stores
and inquire for thein, anîd thus, without
exciting toc) mcl suspirion on thiepart
of the druggiss, souetimcs secure the
ria-avis. the gcm of the tii-st watcr,

the 6 cent proprithry
The stainps priptted upon blanks for

laxublo documents, ar-e dest2ncd soùon
teobhtalo riicognititn. B3y ar the coin-
inonest are two.ctr thi-c varieties-'im-
pinted or' bank cbecgi but rhe'sam
kind of impression bas been fond on
blanks for rvceipis; and other docu-
mont.s. Thesu stanîps bear the s.-me
rt-lat.ion tu atihesive rei-ccoe stamps
t-bat stampeti covelopes bear te adi-
hesive postage staxnps, and are ftilly as
collectalîle; they shoulti bc collectedl
entii-e, aiso. Sanie fin obtaincti tho
riglit fi-cm thei guveroment to pim
this stanipcd paper: Largo sbcets of
batik theck paper -wrerc iniprinled at
regular ititt!rvala witi somesuch desiRu
as a l-rge dianiond withhead o! Liberty
nut the woi-ds, 4'U. S. Inter. Revenue,
2 cents." Tite bauks thon purehnsed
this paper anti iLwas cut-up inb slips
cf tho fegular bank check aize, each
bitaring onc impression of thestamp.
Tlic wcrc printcdwith thé forrhula
for a blank bank check. Aiter tho
revcnue stampiax ircntootof ClYcèt,
banks bail their stock o! checks r--
decined. andi thcy iycrcrubberstsuipidr
ta, that effcct, and Ihen uscd. in the
coitrse o!business T1IÙs.thocstaxnpcd
checks amc te bc found surcharge«
" Rtdecmcd.1" Ç'anc-,lied," etc. Per-
liapet anothcx gencration o! philatelists
wilI cvco collet these.

The Pensylvania Phiistelist

HALIFAX NOTES.

Tho N.S. remainders is the one topia
cf conversation bie and collectors ai.
mOs- naoimouslY nue in condciming


