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HINTS FOR THE TYRO.

BY NEMO,

|N these few lines it shall be my endeavor togivette

main points of my experience in philate'y, for the
edification of my young friends who are just abou! to
enter the philatelic arena ; and perhaps some more
advanced collector may find hercin some brief item
worthy of his notice.

Of course you have already purchased a standard
catalogue. No? Then you should do so immediate'y ;
the selection of a suitable one I shall leave your own
Judgement, as knowing best to what particu'ar line,
it any, you intend to devote your especial atteation.
“Scott's Standard Postage and Revenue Stamp Cata-
logue was my first purchase, and I have never had
occasion to regrect the small outlay since, at Iam
satisfied that it has saved me twenty-five to seventy-
five per cent on nearly all of my purchares, a'though
I have never had any dealings with the publishers. I
would not advise the purchase of an ¢éxpensive aloum
at first, as it is certain to be discarded ere long on
account of the many new issues. Or perhaps you may
be able to obtain one throug!> exchange ; by this
means I was enab’ed to obtain two good ¢’oth-bound
albums, the “International” and the “Improved,”
which answered my purpose very well, Never paste
your stamps solidly in your album, as it spoils it and
depreciates the value of your collection. Hinge tien
in by means of gummed paper, whigh can he bought
of most dealersfor this purpose ; or youcanna eit
yourself by covering a thin sheet of paper with a strong
solution of gum-aabic, which does not injure the
stamps. Some valuable collections have been de-
stroyed by using bad gum.

If yon intend to acceptall used specimens of stamps,
you might now buy a few good.variety packets, as
well as & small quantity of mixed s amps, anonzy

which you'will general y find some uséful ones, which

may be worth as much, or more to you than the cn-

 tire assort nent cost.
The next best thing for you to dowill be to purchase

a number of cheap scts, as near complete as possible,

taking'careto first find out of whomyou éan get genuine
specimens of the ret.;uirod stamps the cheapest ; after
you have done this you will find yourself in possession
of a number of choice duplicates, which you can ex-
change with some brother or sister collector, taking
care not to accept any which are marked too high,
however tempting they may be. If you are interested
in any other branch of collecting, you may be able to
exchange other specimens for stamps ; thus your op-
portunities will be increased manifold.

You are now far enough advanced to order a few
sheets on approval, anl I would advise y ou to order
sheets at as large a discount as possible, and when
you receive them to compare the prices with your cat.
alogue, and accept none but those which-are marked
at or below catalogue prices, and only such as you
may need to complete the sets which you have already
commenced. By this means you will be enabled to
make a’l your purchzses at, at least twenty-five to fifty
per cent below regular market va ue ;3 what you make
in this way js your own gain, but et meimplore you,
act honorably in all things, and you will find in the
end that your collection has increased far more rapid.
ly than it would other-wise have done.

Fuarthermore, it you patronize the exchange column
of some reliable paper, you will receive numerous
shezts unsolicited, which will save you tho troubleand
exp:nce of sending for then,

Iam only atyro myself, and I must acknowledge
that my means are very limited ; nevertheless, by
means of the instructions heie .aid down, I'have been
able to make up what I consider a very fair collection.

Last, but not least, you will want to subscribe to
a few gooh papers devoted to the subject, and I would
suggest that the Caxapa Staur axp CoIN JOURNAL
may head your list.
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—*“What postage do !ct;llccton this weekly, Heaven-
ly Tidings?” asked the clerk. And the postmaster
scratched his head thoughtfully for a noment, a* .
then told him to rate it among the -‘forcign news-
papers.”



