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PUBLIC DANCING ASSEMBLIES.

It is acknowledged to be proper and need-
ful, that young people should be indulged in
some recreations agreoable to their age, and
suitable to the cendition in which Providence
has pleced them.  But I would ask whether the
great and only valuable end of reereation is to
be expected from these Asscmblies, namaly,
to relieve us from the fatigaes of hfe aud to
exhilirnte the spinits, s0 as thereby to fit us for
the duties of life and religion. Now are these
the proper means to fit us for the duties of
cither 7 Perhaps it will be said that dancing
which is practised in these Assemblies, is an
exercise conducive to health and therefore a
means of fitting us for the duties of life,
may not the unseasonableness of the mudmght
linur, prevent and overbalance the benefit that

nmight otherwise be supposed to arise from the;
exeresse 7 Tait likely that nataral health should |

be promoted or preserved, by changing the

zeasons and order of nature, and by allotting

those hoursto exercise, which God and nature
hase ardained for rest1 Is the returning home
ufter five or six hours dancing, through the cold
and damp of the midaight air, @ proper means
of preserving health—or rather, is it not more
likety to wmpuir and destroy w?  llave there
not been sacrifices of human life oflered to this
mudnight 1dol? Rave there been no fuir young
martys to this unseasonable folly 7 Are there
not some of 1ts slaves who have become fecble,
laboring under sore diseases, and some of them
fallen asleep in death?  Have not their music
and their dancing, instead of natursl rest in
their beds, brought them to a lony silence in
the grave aud an untimely restin a bed of dust ?
'T'hose aminble picces of human nature, who
were lately the joy and hope of th.eir too indal-
aent parents, are now the bitterness of their
hiearts ; and those very exercises from whence
they hoped the coutinuance of their joy—as
the supposed means of coufirmng therr chil-
dren’s health — are become an everlasting
spring of their mourning,

As those miduight recreations are hadly suit-
ed to fit us fr the duties of civil life, su they
are worse suited to fit us for, or rather they are
mare apparently opposite to the duties of re-
ligwn.  ['he daties of the claset are neglected
—the beutiful regulanty and order of the fami-
ly is broken up; and when the night has been
turned into day, a goad part of the next day is
turned into night,while the duoties of the morn-
ing, both to Gad and man, are unperformed.
Those who have freque.ted these Assemblics
koow all this, and are my witnesses to the truth
of it : Nay, the very practice itsclf, nt those un-
seasonable hours, tells all the world how much
they prefer these dangerous amusements to the
cvening and marning worship of God, and to
all the conveniencies and decarum of f{amily
government, Besides, if I speak to Chiristians,
have you uot found that indulgence in the di-
versions which are usaally practised in those
unseasonable Assemblies, leads the mind away
insensibly from God and religion, gives a vam-
1y to the spirit, and greatly abates the spiritual
and heavenly temper which should telong to
Christians?  Iath it not taken away the sa-
vour of godliness and tincture of piety from
some youne minds—and do clder Christiaus
never suffer by it 7 Let st be further cousuder-
ed, what sort of company you mingle with in
those midmght Assemblics:  Are they most
frequented by the wise and pions, or by the
more vain and vicious part of mankind ? Do
they tend to fill your mind with the wost im-
proving notions, and your ears and lips with
the most proper conversation 7 Do you that
frequent them never find your piety in danger
there? Docs strict rehigion and prayer relish
well with you after those gaudy mghts of mirth

and folly ? and do you then when you join in
those Assembhes, practice the command of
God, to abstain from all appearance of cvil,
and to shua the paths of temptation 7 Can you
pray for a blessing on those mdmght meet-
ings 7—or can you hope to ron into the widst
of those sparks of hving coals, and yct not be
burned, nor so much as have your garmeonts
singed 1

Parents are generally sensiblo that there are
dangerous snures to youth 1 those gay diver-
stans, and theretore the mother herself will go
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along with the young offspring, to proteet aud
watch over thew,—and pechaps there isscarce-
Iy any place or time which more wunts the
watchful eye ofa superior.  But let me ask, is
this all the reason why the mother attends at
those scenes of vanity 7 has she no rehish for
them herself? hasshe no gay hmmors of her
own to be grattied, which she disguises and
covers with the pretence of o parental solici-
twlo for the virtue and honor of her oftfspring 1
are there no mothers who freely lead their
children into those perilous places, where soul
and body are in danger, and ura really their
tempters undes n eolour of their guardinns ?
You will perhaps plend that some of these
things are proper for the improvement of young
people in good breeding and politeness; they
should be brought mto company to see the
world and to learn now to behave with becom-
ing decency. Well, suppose these Assemblies
to be academies of politeness, and that young
people attend thero upon leetures of good
breeding, 1s there no other time so fit as md-
night to polich the youth of both sexes? Muay
not an hour or two be appointed at a more
proper season, by select compnnies, for mutual
conversation and innocent delight 7 Canthere
he no genteel reereations enjoyed, no lessous
on hehaviour taught by dayhight, no method of
improvement in goad breeding, be cuntrived
and appointed, which would be aore secure
from temptations and inconveniencies? Are
there none which are more harmless, more
innoncent, and of better reputation among per-
sons of strict piety, and which would make less
inroads on the duties of life, buth solitary and
socinl, civil and religious, 1.1 M.B.
Mill Brook, May 6, 1837,

NATURAL HISTORY,

ANecpoTE oF Toe Pantrice.—A gentleman
one day riding ever hus farm, superintending
his ploughmen, observed » parundge ghde off
so near the feetof onz of the plough horses,
that he thought the eggs must be crushed.
This however, was not the case, but he found
that the bird was about hatching, and that
several of the eggs were begmmng to crack.
The bird returned to her neet the instant he
left the spot. Tt was evident that the plough
must turn the nest into the furrow ; s aston-
ishment way great when, with the returuving
plough, he caune agan to the spot and saw the
aest, but found that the birds and all the epgs
vere gone. Undor nn impression that she
musy have removed hier eggs, be made search,
and before he left the field, he found her sitting
under the hedge, upon twenty-one eggs, and
she afterwards, from that hatching, bronght up
mneteen birds.  The round of the plough had
accupicd about twenty minutes, i which tme,
(probably assisted by the cock bird) she bad
remoaved the tweuty-one eggs a distance of
about 40 yards.

Reueion or T Doe.—The Rev. Henry
Duncan, in his Philosophy of the Seasons,
relates the following original anccdote of
Burns:

“ 1 well remember with what delight I listen.
ed to an interesting conversation which, while

yet a schoolboy, I enjoyed an opportusnity of

hearing in my father's munse, between the
poet Burns and another poet, my near relation,
the amiable Blacklaek.  T'he subject was the
fidelty of the dog.—Burns took up the ques-
uon with all the ardorand kindly feeling with
which the conversntinn of that extraordinary
man was so remarkabiy tmbued It was u
subject well suited to enll forth his powers;
and, when handied by such a man, not less
smted to mterests the youthful faney. ‘I'he
anecduotes by which it was illustrated have long
escnped my memory ; but there was one seu-
tuuent expressed by Burns with his own cha-
racteristic enthusiasm, which, as it threw n
new light into my wind, 1 shall never forget.
‘DMan,” said he, ¢isthe God of the dog. He
knows no other ; he can understand no other;
aud see how he worships him! With what
reverunce he crouches at ng feet; with what
love he fawns upon him ; with what depen-
dance he looks up to him, and wub what
cheerful alacrity lie obeys himr, His whole
sonl is wrapped up in his God ; and the pow-
ers and faculties of his nature are devoted to
his service ; and these powers and faculties
arce ennobled by the intercourse.  Divines tell
us that it ought to be just so with the Christian ;
but the dogs put the Christinns to shame ¢ *

NGRICTLTUORAL,

REMARKS BY THE EDITOR OF THE BEL.

Gurass Scess.—We apprehiend that our far-
wers will experience much difficulty this year
in geting tmothy sced to sow ; should tlus be
whe case with any, we would advise them to
save ull 1he seed they can iu the ripening sea-
son, and sow it in the fall on the stubble lauds,
giving it at the same time o harrowing in.

We must reimnud our farmers, that by far too
little attention is paid to the production of
grassseeds. At the prices they have comman-
ded for some yeurs past, we know nothung that
would repay them so well 3 and we would beg
to correct a nastaken not on which many of
them entertsin on the subject,—namely, that
th~ quality of the hay is injured by allowing it
to remain untii ripe,  ‘This hnsbeen proved by
experiments made in the United States, to be
wholly erroncoug,—on the contrary, the quah-
ty of the hay 1s improved.

A friend of ours has just suggested a modo
by which much good timothy seed might be
saved which would otherwiso be lost: "Thisis
by having in the mowed Geld, oun & hot sun-.
shine day, a caavas sheet on winch a stool is
placed, with a wooden brake fixed on the top.
Two bands can stand at this, and switch out
the best gseed on the brake, while others are
bringing the hay to thew, and again removing
it.

Turnirs.—We hope the experience of lust
year has sufliciently opened the eyes of many,
to the importance of cultivating this root—
They are at once an excellent food for maon
and beast—and their cultivation is the very
best preparation of the soil for a wheat crop ;
Lut the Jand should now be n a state of pre-
puratton, and also the mauure.

Boston Pregery.— About six miles from
the city, in West Campridge, is the Boston
Piggery. At least 700 hogs arc here constant-
ly Keptn pork coudition, enfirely on the ofin}
from the dwelling houses in Boston, every one
of which is visited in turn by the city carts.
The offnl increasos, and the contractor ealcul-
ates that it will be suflicient hereafter to fatten
1600 hogs.— e now recewves four eurtloads a
day, and pnysthe city $3,500 a year, or about
§2,75 u load. He receives 33 a day for what
the hogs leave. The city "Treasurer looses
21000 a year by the operation, andit is snid
the man makes three times that sum. The



