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THE NEW WESTMINSTER CON-
FERENCE.

No one who was privileged to le pre.
sent at the recent Annual Conference in
New Westminster will deny that we were
right in onr forceast lnst mouth that it
would prove one of the mnost important
that we have cver held, 'This was so
not only from the large attendance and
the happy and thoroughly business-like
spirit which characterized the entire pro-
ceedings, but chiefly froni the important
nature of some of the questions consider-
ed, and also beeause of certain new de-
partures which, after due consideration,
were sanctioned.  Among the Iatter was
romewhat the new order of ordinntion—
the ordaining of Native Agents for a min.
istry among their own people only—which
was ordered by the Ministerinl Scssion
in the case of George IZdgar, of China
IIat. This action was the result of years
of consideration on the part of the most
experienced and best informed on our
Indinn Mission work, and not without
the counsel of the General Sccretary ot
Missions, who was present; and, although
the action was practically unanimous, the
departure is regarded by many as a
serious, though hopetul, experiment. An-
other change is the new arrangement for
supervision of our Indian and Chinese
work. ‘This arrangement is virtually the
appcintment of a Superintendent of Mis-
sions, although that title is not used. The
Indian work is all placed in one District,
called the Indian District; and the Chair-
man, who is to reside in Vancouver, is
lett without pustoral charge that he may
superintend the whole work from the
IPraser River to Vancouver Island and
the far North.' Under his charge also iy
placed all our Chinese work, without the
appointment of locel superintendents, as
was previously the case. Whether the

change in cither of thexe cnres will prove
to be an improvement on the old aystem
cannot, of course, at present be deter
mined, 1t wax adopted by the Annual
Conference ns the recommendation of the
General  Missionarsy  Doard, Dr. Suthere
laud himself stating that as {ar, at leaxt,
ns the Chinese work was concernied the
change might be looked upon as a tenta.
tive adjustment for one year. QOue thing
is certain, that the Chairman of the Ine
dinn District, nx it {2 newly constituted,
having the Chinese work in addition, is
well \‘\-clghlcd with responsibility, and no
better sman could have been gelected for
the position than our heloved and scholare
Iy I'resiilent. It has occurred to us, hows
ever, that in such appointinents the Gene
ernl Donrd might wiscly submit to the
Coniference two or more finmcs  upon
which they ask by the ballot the exproes.
sjon of its judgment. Such gencrosity
would have made no difference in the
vote this time, Mr. Whittington would
undoubtedly have Leen chosen, for he
cnjoys the Jullest possible confidence of
his Lrethren, and is eminently fitted for
such administrative nuthority, but it
would have impressed us more deeply
that the desire to consult our opintor,
who live here on the spot, is a very real
olement in the policy of the Board,

There were other very important suate
ters dealt with as was expected, such as
the ‘I'wentieth Century IPuud  and tho
Twenticth Century Revival Movement,
As to the former, it was apnounced that
about three-quarters of the million hal
been promised, British Columbin keeping
pace fairly well apparently with  the
other Conferences in her share of the
responsibility, It should bLe bLorne In
wind, however, that the last quarter mil
lion will be the most diflicult to raise,
and as the 31st of October will soon bLe
here every nerve should be on duty, and
redoubicd efforts should be made to bring
up the full amount within the time,

To some of these matters, especinlly
the ‘Pwenticth Century IRevival Move-
ment, or as it is somectimes called the

I'orward Lvangelistic Movement, we
shall  find occasion to refer at greater

length in future jssues than is possible
or necessary nt present. Chere are other
interesting subjeets also contained in the
Conference procecdings, as our readers
will gather from the fairly extended re-
port we give clsewhere.
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We are very glad that tho Conference
has accepted the invitation presented by
Rev. Joun Robson, B.A., to meet next
year in the city of Nelsou. The general
surpriso manifested at the suggestion
and the smile of incredulity as to whe-
ther Mr. Robson recally meant it, show
only too clearly that those who have not
tor several years visited the “up country”
districts have no adequate conception of
the wondertul developments which have
taken place. The five minutes spent in
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conslderation of tho propoeal did wone
ders in cnlightening some of us; fully
one-thicd of cur ministers are stationed
in Iamloopse and ISootenay districts, and
new clrevits or misslons are opening up
every year; we are fully convinced that
it s in the Interesie of our work genere
ally  that  prevailing  thicconceptions
should bHe corrected by the Conferenco
meeting, for once at least in one of the
ootenay towns..

The resolution Introduced by Me, T,
Bryant, of Nanafmo, looking to the pre-
xervation of our connexionslixm was both
timely and fmpoitant, and should recelve
the cnrnest conshderation of our leadars
during the year. Lhere can be no deny-
fng of the fact that there hns of Iate
years been an unhealthy tendency In
Mcthodixm towards what Itev, I, Price
Hughes calls “a bastard form of Congre:
gationalism,” resulting in a xclfish In-
Jiffercuce on the part of larger churches,
to the clalims of struggling caures out-
sido their own doorstep. while on the
other hand there are smnll ixolated Quar-
terly Ofticinl Bonrds who, with tho ut-
most cffort, can pay only a pauper's
salary, that feel deiven to tho necessity
of having n minister to themselves in
order to hold their own at all aloag side
of the larger churches,

Only n wmement’s reficction will show
how unequal and expensive this makes
our work, and at the same time how
much our nggressiveness Is retarded by
neglecting to draw upon the vast vee
serves of lay talent which Johin Wesley
and his carly followers always utilized
with such great advantage. By our next
{xsute the scleet commitice appointed to
receive and arrange information on this
subject and to prepare n report for next
Conference will probably have met and
formulated their plans, and fuller tren.-
ment of tho fmportant matter may tlen
he given,
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As will be gathiered from our accouunt
ot Conference, the report of the Collego
Board this yecar swas of the most en.
cournging nature, and great credit is
due Principal Sipprell and his assistants
for the =kill and energy with which they
have directed the affairs of the institu-
tion during the year. It really looks now
as it the Collego is nearly “out of the
woods,” and about to cnter upon a hap-
pier era of existence. As ceveryone knowa
this has.-come about by the herolc sclt-
sacrifice of many of- the ministerial and
Iay brethren, nnd more has of course yct
to be done, but all concerncd will feel
amply compensated if, as now appears
certnin, their cfforts are at least crowned
with success, The appointment of Rev,
Ebenezar Robson ns Burser, thus relieve
ing Mr. Sipprell of much of the financial
responsibility, will appeal to the best
judgment ot all as a picce of the wisest
cconomy. Mr. Sipprell ins been worked
fnr too hard, and it would be pur.ny wise
and pound foolish policy to expect him to
do it longer. The Board is to be con-
gratulated on their courngeous spirit, and
also on heing able to Iny their hands at
onice upon so siitable n man as Mr, Rob-
son to fill the new position,
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Much of the sucess of the evening
public meetings of the Conference must
bie aseribed to Mr, T. R, Pearson and his
excellent chair. The large audiences
which .nssembled night after night cers
tainly heard some good spenking of
which they repeatedly signified their ap-
preciation, but their pleasure was greatly



