{ and it may have occurred to g’ibr’xiham that God wished to test whether he was willing to

\ give up ax much for him as they for their idols. (3) The ;;tema! principles underlying

- § the act were selfsacrifice and faith: These are.still tested as reallyﬁbnb by menns in
| aceord with views-ofthe age. . -7 S~

. Certgin c&‘itiu_s declare that this was an attempt on the part of Abrabam to

imitatd n a fanatical fashion, the cruel rites of heathenism. But (1) his whole.charae-

tor is at variance with'this yiew of bim as an-excitable and cruel devoteo ; (2) it isnot

clear that human,sacrifices ‘were, at-that carly day, so common in Canaan as~th§'y after-

. wards became'(Gen. 15 16), (3)-hisact ls praised by God (22 . 16), which would not
have-been the case if it were an- imitation of the.abominations of Molech worship;
(4) fhe Gery essence of human:sacrifice was the certainty of the total loss of the.precious
vietim, bat Abraham'&hmnghgnt(believed»that Isaac would be restored '(Heb. 11: 17-19) &~
His merit lies in holding fast to'this in spite-of Isaac'a expected-death. © Doubtless: '
when he lifted- tlionknife-to slay his son, the sun was turned to darkness to him, tHe "
stars loft their places, and earth and heaven vanished from his sight ; to-the eye of sense
all was gone that life had built up, and the promise had-come actually to an.end for

~ evermore; but-to the friend of God all was still-as.certain as ever, all absolutely sure '
and fixed ; the end, the promise,-n8y even the.soh of the promise,.even he in the firé
‘of-the burnt offering was-not gone, because that was.near-and-close at ‘hand which could
v ereltore—the great I,’ower'whicﬁ-could tevérse-everything. A voice within said, a1l this
* con be.undone, and can pass away like a dream of the:night,, and the-heir was safein '~

" the-Strong hops of him who accounted:-that God was able to faise him up even froms
the-dead” ',‘(Moz'ely). (6) How far Abraham understaod:the ‘plan of:salvation, we can- ‘

- notsay, but Christ was. the object of his faith (Jobn 8: 56), and therefore-he must have *

" knownthatsa victim defiled'by sin would only pollute Jehovah's.altas. The sindess

. lnmb,as type of the sinless Jesus, could:alone represent the sinner. :

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS. .
] . ) ’ TN
' INTRODDOTORY.—More than-twénty-five years had passed-since our last lesson, during
- which Abtaham's life-had been,-on the whole, peaceful and prosperons. He was recog- -
nized as & «mighty prince” by the peoples amongst whom hie dwelt. Abimelech was
hiz¥worn friend, and Beersheba was his 4avorite- residence. He seems.also-to bave had
a:home at Hebron amongst the. Hittites, by whom he was regarded with much respect,
" Itwas in the midst:of this ‘happiness thgt the message came with which éur lesson’
. opems.” . . ‘ . . . R
- Lysson Puay. 1. Faith Proved. ve.1,3. IL Falth Triumphant. vs. 3-10. IEL "
- Faith Rowaided. vs. 11:13. . A

: . A . ~ €. N
: 1. Fams Peoven. 1. God.did prove Abraham (B. V )—God does not trytémake
“any man commit.sin. (Jas..1: 12-I4). Abrabam's faith was tested, or tried (Heb. k1 :
7). God wished to bring out in_full-display, forthe edification of his people in all
ages, and-for his-own «praise and honor and glory ” (1 Pet. 1: 7),the boundless trust
" _ which his #friend " placéd in-him. It was hever God's intention 1hat Isaac should be |
glain (1 Cor. 10: 18). Campare the trial-of Job,.and also Dent. 8: 2; 2 Chr. 32» 31,
Said unto him—in some manner whict admitted of no.doubt that it was God'who
spoke. 2. Every word was & fresh-stab wThy son,™ «thine only,” © whom thén
" Jovest) #lsaac.” The formin the original imhplies that he wished him to do this free-
1y, nowig.a word-of entreaty, ot of time. It is often translated #T piay theett - He
st realize fully Whatls required-and decide withoul constraint. .Isaacwas the only -
son of his-legitimate wife, and the only one left after the dismissal.of Tshmael.' Note
_ the poipts in which isa‘type of Christ (John 3:16). The land of Moriah—
The name means- where God appeared,” or «which God pointed out® {2-Chr. 3: 1),
Tt was either a well known place of worship, or was named from the circomstances
here-narrated. Over this district Melchizedek raled. The Samaritan Pentateuch reads
a)and of Moreh,” but.it would have been impossible for Abraham to have travelled from
. Beersheba.to-Sichem in a-littie more-than two-days (verse 4). Offer him there —See-
_the Preluminary Lhssertation. « The eacrifices of God are a broken spirit” (Ps.51: 17).
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