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EDITOR'S CORNER,

« Merry AN old and familiar wish, and
Christmas.”” one that never grows old or
lacks in freshness as the years
move on.  There is much that is formal even
in the bandshake and reception that we
tender friends in various ways, but there is
less of the insincere in the “ Merry Christmas”
wish than in any other.  The spirit of good-
will that the Christmas season reflects in the
highest degree permeates mankind, and they
more casily forget the animosities and bitter-
ness of the outside world at this period than
at any other time—or as the outcowe of any
other influence. A particular halo should
surround the Christmas that is now just at
our doors-—the last Christias of a wonderful
century.  The wish of this Corner is that in
the very fullest sense this way prove a Merry
Christmas -joyous, happy and fraitful—to
the many, and ever increasing auwmber of

readers of the Caxapiay Hoxe dovnsal,
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The Old It is very near the end—and
Century. varied will he the retraspect of
oich one accondingly as the inter-
csts of the individual extend. It is univer-
sally conceded that this century is the most
remarkable of all that have gone before it, if
we exeept the fint century, the events of
which have moant so much for the world.
The progress in waterial attairs has been the
greatest in the worlds history.  Has equal
progavess manifested itself in other directions ?
An interesting neview of the century has been
@ven by Mr W, T. Stoad, whase writings are
always interesting, even though we cannot
amree with everything he will say. Mr
Stead has no misgivings in his mind as to the
waterial progress of the past one hundred
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years. Never before, in any century, has
man achieved such brilliant victory over
matter. To make steam his carrier, electricity
his messenger and the sun his painter have
been achievements so conspicuous as to stamp
the century with. a glory all its own. He has
serious doubts, however, whether equal pro-
gress has been made in matters mora!. The
question is asked: “Is the average man or
woman more like a god now than he or she
was at the Leginning of the century? Has
the race climbed higher toward the ideal which
was presented in realized shape for the world,
in the Man of Nazarcth? There are more
people in the world now on this threshold of
1901 than there were living in 1801. Are
they better people?".
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An Answer WE could hardly have a more
Wanted. fitting sympostum for the

January number of the CaNa-
piAN HoME Jounvar—the first number .of
the Twentieth Century—than a brief, but
intelligent, answer to these questions from
our readers.  May weo not ask that between
now and the end of the year they give us
their impressions of this question—an answer
to the three or four questions that we have
given in the previous paragraph. It will be
helpful to every reader that he or she should
give a little time to mediation on this
subject. It would be interesting and helpful
to others that through these columns they
should make these impressions known. We
shall hope to receive a considerable mail
within the next few weeks, discussing this
importaut question of the morals of the
nineteenth century.  Has it been a period of
retrogression or progression ?
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THE natural cnthusiasm that
followed the return of “Our
Boys” from South Africa has
in some degreo spent itself, and yet it has by
no means died out.  There has been the usual
toasting and banqueting of the returned
heroes, to be followed befare the month closes
with a public banquet in Toronto to Colonel
Otter and his men who will have returned by
that time. There is always danger of going
to excess when the emotions are given full
swing. Every true Canadian rejoices in the
growth of patriotic sentiment of recent years,
and especially within the past twelve months,
but may it be leavened with good common
sense and with those motives and aspirations
that are in no way simply surface-building.
True patriotism will reach beyond the excite-
ment of the hour—real cournge and bravery
will show themselves in other ways besides
on the battle-field. Only as these thiags tend
to make men stronger in the higher things
individually will they represent the best
illustration of patriotism.
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True
Patriotism.

7 wiksxkn Lord | hew much 1 noed
Thy light to guide mc on my way.
TLoxcrriiow,

Velocity of Electricity.

OF the velocity of the spark discharge some
notion may be formed from the brief duration
of its light, which cannot illuminate any mov-
ing object in two successive positions, however
mpid its motion. If a wheel be thrown into
rapid rotation on its axis, none of ity spokcs
will be visible in daylight: but if the revolv-
ing wheel be illuminated in & darkenced room
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by the discharge of a Leyden jar, every part
o%’it will be re{ildered as)distif}ctl ’ visi)lv)le as
though it were at rest. In a similar mauner
the trees, even when agitated by the wind in
a violent storm, if illuminated at night by a
flash of lightning, appear to be absolutely
motionless. By a very ingenious application
of this principle, Wheatstone lias shown that
the duration of the spark is less than the one-
millionth part of a second. The apparatus is
the same in principle as the revolving wheel
By a modification of the apparatus, Wheat-
stone was also enabled to neasure the velocity
with which the discharge of a ¥..yden jar
was transmitted through an insulated copper
wire. It was at the rate of 288,000 miles in
a second.

Letters to the Publishers.

THE following letters to the publishers of
the CaxapiaN HoME JouRNAL, acknowledg-
ing receipt of various prizes that have been
awarded for competitions announced, speak
for themseclves. Other competitions are in

rogress, and the outcome will be made known
in later numbers of the JourNaL.

25 ManisoN Ave,,
Toroxto, Nov. 11, 1900,
TuE J. S. Rosexrsox Co.,
Publishers CaNaniay Hoxe Journay,
Mail Building, City.

GextrEMEN,—]1 hereby acknowledge with thanks
receipt of your cheque for $4.86, being equivalent to
the sovereign off in your first prizo competition
for first correct answers.  Yours respectfully,

Junsox F. Daviveox.

Lavarxy, B.C., Nov. 20, 1900.
Tux J. S. Ronertsox Co., )
Publishers Caxaviax Hoxg JourNaL,
Ma#l Building, Toronto, Ont.

Dezar Sixs,—Hour Jourxat is arriving all right so
far. Am very well pleased with it. 1 was as much
surprised as delighted to receive the $2.50 prize in
the late Bible competition. Kindly accept my thanks
for your promptness in sending it.

Yours truly,
A. H.P. MatTaew,
Box 56, Langley, B.C.

“Pixe Grove,” Wit uot, ANNarouts Co., N.S.,
Nov. 26, 1900.
Tae J. S. Rosxrrox Co.,
Pullishers Canaviax Hoxr Jouvrsat,
Mail Building. Torunto, Ont.

Gexruenry,— I have roceived sct of studs sent by
the Caxamay Hoxe joursat. They are very nice.
Many thanks for them. I am, yours truly,

M. B. Sraix.

Laupxx, Max., Nov. 24, 1900.
Tsax J. S. Rosexrsox Co.,
Publishers Caxanmax Hoxx Jourxal,
Afail Building, Toronto, Ont.
GexstLEMRX,—I received your valuable premium—
Iady’s blouse net—for the Caxaviay Houx Joumxat
—and find it a great doal better than reprosented. [
wish to thank you for the same. 1 value the Hous
JoumNar \-er{;“‘ishly and would not willingly do
without it. ides being interesting it is very
instructive. Yours respectfully,
(Mise) Bttt Hydens,

Brrixviwrg, Oxt., Nov. 26, 1900.
Eovrror Caxantay Honz Jourxal.
Dxar Six,—I receivod the ahirt waist sct and think
they are vory nice.  With wany thanks.
Yours respectfully,
Kraxt InviNk,

WirE: “Harry, my new frock is cither
Ferfccuy stunning or else it is hidecous.”

arry: “How do you know?” Wife: “I
et Edith Binks when I was out, and she
didn't ¢ven mention it.”



