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" PURPOSELESS LIVES.")
Bv il. CIIFOiW.

(Q à. c-, f the bet incontives te a haltly use f al ur facul-
jctics, bodily, .mental, and spiritual, is te set fortli an

ebet, and., aecing it lie a gocad nne, te strain every nervo la
the accomplishmcnt cf it. Indolence, and tic daily trilling cf
a lifo that i si dignified by ne biigh resolve, ne purposo beyond
that cf earning daily sustenance, and spuending leisure time
plcasurably, muet tond tu sulfocate and dwarf those aspirations
of which th a human seul la capable, and ivbich it siould be
our biglicat aina te dovclop and encourage. If we fail te set
ourselvea bu sily te werk upon a good objcect, sure enongli somte
indifférent, frivolous, or bad co will enby tee quîckiy start
up te sedluct s our onergica frena tho riglit path. And it la net
nccssary te quoto the pungont linos cf Watts te prove that
the beat wa3' te avoid tou'ptation la tic direction cf mischief-
dolng la te t ako care that emplcyments9, lit and preper, ara
engaging bot1 x -band and beart la wcldoing.

A great prit tportioni cf tic lives arouind us arc only tee mani-
fcstly purpose lcss lives lu se far as thie, that they bave ne
aingle paramo tint ebjcct cf an cxalted nature te act as the
guiding star cf an carthly careor. 0f course it la easy te say
that overy hife lias sOo purpese, and wre might flippantly
gencralise la th is wvay, ivitieut laying blamo in any direction.
But wre mainta in that, la the nobleat senseocf the word-
Ilpurpese ttý-tht ire are tee many livea pased by eur brotiers
and sisters aroun. s1. us which cannet admit sucli an idea at ail.
We oaa onhy justi' y speak cf themn as vague and purposelcas.
New, thia la a aad and griovous evil, and ene that brings a
hoat cf ether eyils te the social systein in its train. For if a
frivolous idoal cf li le wero te hecome current, inevitabiy the
standard of huinan character weuld become lewer and levier.
Wlioro ceuld wre fii id channela fer tic development cf firmn
endurance, enorgy, .'rust in God, and berolo seldenial, if tho
spectacle cf lives wil.hout ebjeot or aina becamo generai ? It
would thon becomo ovide nt thiat, by dobasing human lifo te
tho lovol cf a buttsrfly txistence, we lad robbeti it cf its
mnt sacred. and on noblin g qualitica, and mnade it mean and
despicabie 1

WVe cannot say cf a life t hat bas ne higlier desiro or purpose
than te be get threugh li 1 ranquillity and 085e; te have the
thorns extractod and only t ho roses loft, that it la a bife with
a steru and noble objeot. This, on the contrary, la but a
drifting down lazily witlî tht tide, and a pahtry equivaient fer
tic glorions gift cf immort ality which God lias givon us.
Tioet who are willing te, go tli reugli the world with noeoarnest
thiongits about their fellew mon, ne anxicus; bopea for the
spread cf religions purity, ne ý %wakcning latercat ln the anarci
and progress cf tho race as tume gees on: surcly sncb are
living purpesolesa bives la thti trucat sense. Thuy are biko'
soldiers wio, when the brunit of the battle la being borne,
crccp aside te nome sbady no'Êz, and lay down te dreami and
sleep tic time away whileo etners work. Or, wcro it a possible
centingoncy, like those wh<t, wbcn hivos are at stako, and
their fahbowcrcatnrea are in 'danger, eccnpy the precieus fly ing
moments with their trivial Ipleasures, and will net pause te
ask how thoir porlshing fcl:icw-creatures are te be rescncd !
Purposehea bives sucli as thcs,- cf the worldliag and cnnui-wern
fasiuonables cf socioty, un ru filed by any central lire cf carnest-
itesa ia regard te bopea, f cars, or resolvos fer good, are tee
ovidoatly wcrking infsehief both te those aronnd and tho
unhappy deludcd aubjects thonaselves.

An aimlas bife, pure and simple, la a centemptible thing la
the face cf the urgent cala for action clamonring an every aide
cf us! WThat ! caa man or woman consent te pasa along life's
path; aronnd whicb, frona cver3 quarter, ut every stage,
start forth opportuaities for doing ýýood fer tic iMastcr'a cause,
and beave then iffly unnoti'ced? an fervent human spirita,
endewed witi sucli pewers.for bencfiting ethera, suai faculties,
and talents for bleasing the wcrld, iowever liumbby, gide
aefthy down a stroani cf pheasure, wie vessels are wreckiug
on quicksands chose within hall, and need la warning succour,
and comnfort ? This would appear impossible, but theo stora
facta afforded by social bife prove it truc. Ia the midst cf
fovered and earncst veices tiat summnaevery maaî and woman
te play a decidod part la tho jeurney tirongi thia wcrld, yet
tiero arc tieusanda se obtuse, se blinded by selfiabuesa and
avarice, that thcy stif le every invard ramonstrance and eut.
ivard call cf duity, living ont te the bitter end purposeles
lives.

Now thoero may lie niany causes conduoing to l)rohiIce tliat
saddest cf sighta-a purposelosa oxiatonco-whore tho actur
miglit have stood. forth on the world's stago Nwith :narkod
qualitios nnd characteristics ; but the paraînount eue in, doubt-
bcas, scIfi%/1nc&ý-tho dosire boetting al of us to ovade unploa.
saut demande for oxertion and soif-donial. We arc toc fond
cf choosiug the tlowery patb before us without inucli regard
to its boing the right one. Yet this is notwiso, oven without
regard to higlier considerations. Pi>rpoaleia lives are far
from boing always happy, indood nxestly are tboy the reverso.
To have onie absorbing thomne koeping our boat and niost
gonorous facultica eînployed will yield more pleasure than
ruating away ini idionoas. Lot us ail, thon, strive liard to
avoid that melanoholy comment upon a finisbed life. "lThis
one had ne pur pose throughout his caroor, and died worthless
te bis fellows and the wurld around."

DRE AMERS AND WORKERS.
The' oui of tho s;ugg rtI ,iesireth, antd ba:th notinhg but thte -,eUI of

theu tiiiigentiii bua ho îîde f4it.-Ptov. xiii. 4.
C AMUEL ROGERS was a diligent and succossful mnan. Ho
,j acuired considerable wealth as a bankor in London,
and employcd part cf bis Jeisuro in writing poetry, which gave
pleasure te bis frionds, and was adxnired by many ivlio had ne
personai acquaintance with bhim. Mr. Rogers had littie
sympatby with loiterers. WVo rcad that hoc was semetimes
annoycd by the tardy pace cf the Hammersmith coacli, in
whichi hoe bad eccasioaally te travel. Railwaya woro as yot
unknowa. One day, as ho sat near the driver, hoe suddcnly
put the question, "lBy wliat naine in this ooachi known ?"
The coachmnan replied, 'Tu Ve Regulator, ' air." IlA vory
proper name,t' said tho peet-bankt'r. "lA very suitable
deignation, indeed. AU tho other vehicles on the road go

by it !"
There are soeo peeple who pass through the world in snob

a dreamy state, that meat ef their cempeers go by them The
dreamers are net without pleasant wishes.- Iadoed, they
abound in them. But they obtain net kbat they wish,
because they tako ne suitablo pains. A lad, with- the niniti-
plication-table before hlm unlearned, droama cf hinisoif as
escaping frein the ;drndgery ef the factory, mine, or aiiop,
because cf bis skili in accounts, but hoelbas net yet fixed in
lis mery how miuch eight timos sovon are. A ycnth 'with
Euclid epen, and near him, la musing on coibego honvurs, and
bew hoe wili ho applandedwhendeclared"I Senior Wrangler ";
but the probiema assigned as that dayt s task romainaunsolved.
An artisan keeping Saint.)ieaday arranges in bis cwn niind
how muai bettor-buiit bis rew cf cottages shall be than those
hoe la, gazing upea, which bciong te au acquaintance. Thon
he preceeds te borrow five shillings fer presont needa, as he
dàid net get mah work done the preceding week, the patron
saint cf idieness having ciaimed niost of the time.

The Rev. Barnabas Shaw speaks cf the Namacquas as a
mild and gonerous race. They were net in the habit cf stealing
the cattie cf ether tribes unles speciaily in want or greatiy
provokcd, and would share their iast morsel wx-th needy
frienda. But they wero indolent. Their dwcilings wero
moat wretched, because thcy teck the icast possible trouble.
They were content te creep lpu at the hle which. served fer
door and wiudow, and te board together in the dark and un-
whoiesome hovel. Mr. Shaw Nwished te teach theni botter,
and would have helped tiena. Tbey admired bis neat but,
and bad wratched with weonder a they saw himi build it. But,
thougi tbey wisbcd for hîuts like is, tbey wouid net work.
At length ho persuaded them. te s0w some corn which hoe
provided. Hie gave thena se much seed, and tbe baud was se
easiiy auitivated and fruitful, that the harvest proved
abundant. They were puzzled, fer they had ne place in
wbicli te store it before the rains came. At length, Mr. tShaw
consented te take careocf it fer that once, fie wr3te home
for axes and otier tools for tbcm; and by various bribes, at
length induced somne cf thena te work iastead cf dream. Se
they were soon botter off.

But we muet net think eatirely cf temporal comfcrt. It la
quite possible that, by solfiai diligence, men inay securo inucli
cf this worldts wealth, and stili lie very unbappy. The best
weaith is God'a faveur. Many wbe have had few eariy ad-
vantages have, by diligence, beccnme very rich tewarda God.
They bave become se, rich, that tiey bad g race suificient for
ail the neede cf their moral plgrimage. Tho have been se
ricli, that tbey bave imparted comfort and guidance te somne
wbo werc lu nced anti dang-"r. They bave beau se rici


