The Eccles

and where thers is no female activity or devo.
tedness in o congrezuntion s piaty st e tuw,
Asin the fanily the female head is generally
the index of ite piety, <o in the Charel, con-
grezational prety and prosperity depends upon

tinguished charncter that the thing which
France wanted forits Lump«-ril_\' Wik gnathere,
and =0 it is mothers in Grave which will sccure
the progperity of the Chuordi,  May the
mothers in our congregation here Le more de-
voted to God, may this be the case throughout
our land, then God shall bless us, then =hail
there be u time of revival from hix gracious
resence,
v A,

ORDINATION AT WEST PURT,

We have liad an interesting settlement in a

new field within the bonnds of the Brockville |

and Ottawa Presbytery. The Rev. Arehibald

Crawford has been ordamed and illlluch‘(] tv
the charge at West Purt and New bore'.  These

laces lie on the Rideau Cannl  They are

yoth considerable villages, beautifully situnted,
and surrounded by a goad agricultural country.

The Presbyterian population. though not laree .
25 yot, is very iudluentiol in that quarter of the

country,
The ordinntion taok place on the 8th July,
The Rev. Mr, Smith preached and presided, -

The Rev. Mr. Dunean delivered an excellent |

and weighty address to the pastor, and tie Rev.

Mr, Medvilie addressed the people in an appro-

priate und effeetive manner.  The churely was |

well filled with an attentive and interesting
audience  After ihe ovdination serviees, we
had eahes aud that temperate beverage, water,
with some pleasing addresses. ‘The Rev. Mr.
Melville, Mr, James Breakentidge, Elder from
Brockville, aud Mr. Smiith, delivered short ad-
dresses,  The meeting Lroke up in the bet
spirit, and every one seemed highly gratificd
with the serviees of the day.

The settlement is cordial and unanimous,—
The people have had their eye upon Mr. Craw-
ford for some considerable tine, they have been
carnestly desivous_that he should be placed
among-t them, nud now that the pastoral tie
has been formed between them, they feel that
their churoh will be enlarged and flourish.—
They are an enlightened congregation, come
posed of that class of people amung whum a
minister finds pleasure in labouring, and from
whom he gathers a stimulus to discharge with
growing devotedness his ministerial duties,

They have no church as yet of their own,
This want, however, will svon be remedied,
They intend to proceed jmmediately to the
crection of a church, and there is little doubt
but thut the villages of West Port and Newhoro®
will speedily be graced by that most comely
and endearing of all objects in thescenery of a
country, a Presbyterian Church and a spire,

The tield is a new one. v, Crawford is our
first orduined minister in that district. The
Church will take its tone and character from
the minister. Its formation and upbuilding,
under God, are in his hands. 1le enters on
no other man's labours—it is ground untried
and untilled before. Theprospect is excellent.
Mr. Crawford isthe right man for the place.
The people are warmly sttached to him. By
hiz Bible classes he is engaging the affictions
of the young. Tne congregations ut the differ-
ent places are growing overy Sablath, In
different outlying stations, when Mr. Crawford
Lus preached, the attendance Inas.bcen most en-
couraging, Thefriends are exarting themselves
for the support of Mr. Crawford in his work,
1t is not 1 idious to mendon the name of John
Draffin, Esq., of Newboro’, who all along has
proved himself a warm friend of our church
there, and who is a host in himself,

This, in short, is & wost iuteresting and en-

l

mentanz the numbar of Jlon «s
the piety of ita fenales, 1t was aatd by adise ' o o

couraging settlement, and one wlich we truet,
i the hands of Gud, widl Le the mvancof con
soltdating and enlarsing onr Zion in that place,
of dulusinzg Pre tatopmn ponctplos andofange
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Office of Xcclesiastical and Missionary
Record, &c.

The Uffice of the Record and of the Schiomee of

the Cnureh,will now bie foundd in YongeStreet

Eust <ide, seeond door from Richimond Street.

T Rrcorn.— Al possibile care ir tuken in ad.
dressing nnd mailing the Record.  Should any
irregularity veeur in any quarter, in the re
ceipt of the Record, intimation should be
gent ut anee to this effice, in order that the
irregularity way Le veedied,

Al conmnications connected with the Record
and the Scceral Schenes of the Churdh, to be
addreszed (o * Rev, W, Kro, Oipig oF 1w
Misstonany  asp Feengstastioan, Rucorn,”
108, Yonge Street, Toronto,

TO CORRLSVPONDRNTS,

Comtnunicaten<intended for the Record, should
be in the Fditors hunds by the 15th of the
month,
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DR. DAVIDSON AXD HIS DOCTRINAL
VIEWS,

1857,

Dr. Davideon, Professor in the Laneashire
Independent Collegs at Manchester, has been
for years well known by mwmne to Biblie:d
Studente.  For some time his orthodoxy has
not been alos ¢ suspicivn. The charges against
the soundness of his views have, of late, nssum-
cd u more definite shape, especially since the
publication of the late edition of lorne's Intio-
Juetion, une of the voluttes which had come
out under the editorial care and revision of Dr,
Davidson, Hisfellow laborers, Mr, Horne and
Rev. Dr. Tregelles, disowned the views which
were set furth by Dr. Dasvidson in the sccond
volume of the work, and the result was that
the publisher found it necessary to withdraw
that volume from Mr. Horne's series, and pub-
lish it as a separate work of Dr. Dasvidson,

It was chicfly on the subjects of inspiration
and the doctrine of the Trinity that the views
of Dr. Davidson were regardedas unsound. A
Commiittee of Investigation was appointed by
the subscribers to the Lancashire Independent
College, to report upon the alleged departure
of Dr. Davidson from the orthodox faith, This
Committee in duc time veported, acqnitting
Dr. Davidson of all fundamental and intention-
al crror, deprecating certain expressions iu his
work, and reconmnending him by suitable ex.
planations to clear himself of the charge of
unsound doetrine which had been brought
ngainst him,

In accordance with this reconmendation,
Dr. Davidson has lately published a pamphlet
of “Facls, Statements, and Explanations”
The Committee of the College, after lengthened
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" diseusaran, and alao conference  with Dr.
Davideon, hav e passed by a wagotity, a rerols.
tion in which it i stated that * the Commnittes
are cotstrained with deep regret to declare
“that without questioning the sincerity of his
. profession, the explanations are, in their judg:
ment, far feom satisfuctory, that while several
material conecssions have been made, and mis.
apprehensions remwoved from rome points, yet
in the main, the most formidable oljections
“are rather passed over than fairly met, and

) areat doubt, and uncertainty, at least, left on

im:nlturs of cxaential mportance ; it Is, there.

fore, thelr painful duty to state that on the
. ground of these grave faults, and the rashness
{ which he «till exhibits in dealing with Divine
“truth, their confidence in b as a Professor
in this insitution, is greatly shaken, and that
they view with serious approhension the effect
of his influence and teaching on the Studeuts
committed to his care”

We rejuice nt the fidelity manifested by the
ltmumitlcc i the matter. The doctrines in
A

question are too important and vital to allow
of any uncertainty, or equivocationin the hold-
ing of them, eepecially en the part of a Profes
sor in a Theologienl Institution,  Dr. Davidson
ulleges that hia views aro not essentially dif
ferent from the doctrine held by the Evangeli-
cal Church on the srbject of the Trinity. He
objects to the use of distinet persons in the
Godhend, as s phrase linble to be turned against
Trinitarians, and speaks of three eternal dis-
tinctions in the Godhead, but denies that he
has written in opposition to the distinotions of
, persons in the Gulhend.

On the subject of iuspiration the views of
Dr. Davidson aremore palpubly dungerous and
unsound.  He asserts that inspiration dves not
necessarily and always imply suggestion Ly
the Holy Spirit, and henee an unmereiful senti.
ment may find entrance juto a canonical
work. e holds that inspiration adwits of
degrees, and that hence it necessarily partukes
of imperfection.  1lis views of inspiration are
brought out prominently in bis stutement of

l the priuciples on which the imprecutory
] Psals, such a3 55th, 69th, and 18%th, are to
be interpreted.  According to the views of Dr,
Davidsun, these Pralms are not praphetical ut-
terances, nor judicial utterances, but the utter-
ances of private feelings, which, in his judg-
ment, do not accord with the morality of the
New Testament. But such a view does away
witlt inspiration altogether, and to use the
words of a writer in the New York Jndepend-
ent ¢ sets up the moral sense of an individual,
say of Dr. Iavidson himself; as the final um.
pire between the Old Testament and the New
as to their relative inspiration. The New
‘Testament, argues Dr. Davideon, lays down a
certain code of morality. Inmy judgment, the
‘language of David towards his enetnics cannot
be made to harmonize with that code; there-
fore these imprecatory Psalins were not inspir-
ed. On such & principle, we see not how any
theory of inspiration can be maintained.”

Iu one poiat, it appears that Dr. Davidson




