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THE LORD'S SUPPER.

Tn the abservance of thie solemn and jmpressive ordinance, there is
ample room for the exererse of all the great principles of true rehigion,—
No institute of the Goapel haa been mate misunderstond, or more abused
than this It i of infinite consequence that at should be efeared from ali
the nistakes by which ignorance and superstition have heclomded anid
coreupted it We remark, then, that the person by whom it s observed
should be a genuine believerin the Lord Jeaus Chnst,  Unless this be the
case, it cannot be done in faith atalt ~ None but a true heliever can en-
ter into ts design.  All else must o cat and drink judgment to theme
sclves, not discerning the Lord's body.” [t is not a eonvertine ordinance
hut & streagthening and edifying one, Tt is poison, not food, to an un-
converted inan.  ‘The celebiration of it in an uaregenerated state minse.
ters to delusion, nnd wrapa the =aut up in perpetaal unhelielf,  There can
be no exercize of {aith in this ordinanes, il there be not & principle of
genuine belief aleeady In the sonl. st none, therefore, be neged to ob-
werve the Lord's Supper, who have not firat committed their souls into
the Latd's hands, to be redeenied by his blood and regenceated by his
8pirit.

pAml then, not only must the person partaking of the Lord's Supper be
a true believer, but bis observance of the Supper must be an net of his he-
lief. It muat jiselt be an esercise of foith, It must not be a mere for-
mality and bodily ceremony 3 but while the senses are conversant with
the matcrial elements, the mind must be taken up with the authotity, na-
ture and design of the institute,

It should be vhecrved with an intelligent and deep conviction of its Di-
vine appointment and obligation s ** I must necds keep this feast,” ways
the Christian, * because Christ has enjoined it.  He, and not man, insti-
tuted it. ‘There is nothing of human device in it. I yield to his anthor.
fty who said, ¢ Do this in remembeance of met”  The rite has come
down aseociated with the practice of the word of God in every age—
apostles, martyrs, and reformers have observad it § but it is not on that
ground that I continue the custom, but because I have faith in Chtist, and
not becavse I yield to ecclesiastical authority.  He had a right 1o set it
up this ordinance—he did sct it up—and I submit to his authority and
obey his commands.

The believer recognises its purcly symbolical and commemarative na-
tace, He docs not sink into the revolting absurdity zud degrading su-
perstition of Romish or zemi-Romish notians on this subject, It is teue
the Papist boasts of his greater faith in embracing the profound mystery
of transubstantiation. He tells us he excecds all men in faith, for he be-
fieves not only what is ahave reason, but against it. e diecredits the
testimony of the very scnses, and helieves that that which has the taste
and smell and other aceidenta of bread, is atill not bread in ita aubstance.
e boasts of the greatacss and strength of his faith.  Thie, however, is
nelther faith nor reason, but an abjeet credulity, a miserable delusion, an
absolute repuniciation of the human faculties, which by preteading to
cleave to the literal import of our Lorc - «worde, perverts thelr meaniug,
and makes them preposterously absurd,  The intelligent Chiristian knows
that the bread Is still bread, the wine still wine, and nothing more ; and
that they are to be used ns symbols of truth, the truth of the body and
blood of Christ given for his salvation. He rejects the Lutheran notion
of comsubsiant'ation, which means the preseace of the real body and
blood of Christ with the bread and wine, ns well as the Popish figment of
transubstantintion. Nor does he entertain any notion of what is called
¢ the mystical preseace” of Christ with the elements.  He does belicve,
and it is glory nnd felicity to believe, that Chirjst’s presence is with him in
the act of recciving the bread and wine ; but he has 20 notion, and there-
fore no belicl, of that presence in the elements.  \Whatever is in the
bread anc vite, he really and comally eate and dnnks, and the idea of
eating and drinking the presence of Chirist, is to him revoling. Besides,
of what use would 1t be to him in a spiritual sente 7 What is enten and
drank goes into the stemach, and by the process of digestion and assii-
lation into the body, not into the soul.

Tt is not, then, the hrend and the wine which are the ohjects of faith—
these are ohjects ot sense ; nor is it these that do good to the soul of
themselves, but the trutha they represent, Tt is only fruth that can sanc-
tify ; and the elements of the Lord's Supper are no funiher bencficial to
the recipients of them, than as they are regarded in the light of symbols
of truth, ‘Thercis ncither mystery nor ohscurity in the Lord’s Supper.
It is the simplest thing imaginable ; and its simplicity i« its glory. It is
an emblematic representdfien and commenoration of the eacrifice of
_Christ's human nature upon the cross for sin, It is an auxiliary to our
“faith through the medium of our senses: it is a stirring up of our memo-
ries to remember Jesus Christ.  * Do this in remembrance of me  'This
is what it meane, and all it means, so far as Christ is concerned. Men
that love the marvelious and mysterious—that desire to make it an in-
strument of piestly power—that are prone to imagination and supersti-
tion, have laboured hard to make it something more, and in the attempt
‘have destroyed its beantifu} simplicity, as a representative and comme-
morating ordinance. Hence they have exhibited it as the mysteries of
our haly religion ; the channel of sacramental grace; the unbloody sacri-
fice of the mass; and have o wrapt it in obscunty and surrounded it
with auperstitious ceremony, that while come have been repelled from it
-as what is peculiarly awful, others have observed it asthe very means
of salvation. But what says the intelligent Christian? T helieve
in the sole authority of Christ to appoeint rites and ceremonies. I believe
“that he has instiwted this us a perpetual memotial to the world, of his
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death: and to quicken my lively remembrance of this great event, in
obedience 10 his command, I observe it for this purpose ; an ing
to his pronuse T expect his presence and grace in the obsetvance, What
mote need any one waut or wish than this?  Is not the penitential, be.
ticving, loving, joyful, obedient remembrance of Christ the highest state
of uind to which a Chivistian can rise tiys sule of heaven?  For people
that love the sentimental, the inaginative, the poetic, the mysteriows, thie
will not be enough 3 bt for thote whaunderstand the religion of the New
‘Testament to the influence of truth received thrnugh the aid of the Holy
Sprrithy faith, it is all that is necessary for a life of godlinces,

Fauth, and not fancy, is the proper state of mind at the time of receive
ing the Lord's Supper.  ‘There is nuch misconception on qhis subject in
the nunds of many good people.  Instead of allowing their understanding
during the time of celebration of the Supper, to- be conversant with the
truththere represented, they are employing thedr fancy in conceiving of
the fact there set forth, Wihat T mean is this, insiead of the mind, and
heart, and conscicnce being relreshed by faith in the denth of Christ as a
snerifice for sin, they are nll the while endeavouring 10 picture him per-
sonally to the imagination, nailed to the cross with the blood strcaming
from his temples, his hands, his feet, and Ids side ; and thus work up the
emotiony by ks scene of sufletinga.  ‘They how, in fact, before a cruci-
fix, though the erunifix is in the imagiuntion instead of being suspended
wpon the wall, Every body is aware of that power of ming to call up
hefore it by conception an absent acene, or person, or object ; and thie
can be dore in reference to the crucifixion, fs well as any other object.—
Now it is not the design of the Lord’s Supper 1o do this, but to establish
us in the belief of the frutk that * Christ died for sin according to the
Seriptutes,” and to keep up our hope of hissecond coming: and our work
of faith at the Lord’s table is; 10 rest with blessed confidence and peace onf
this sure foundation.

“aith in the Lord's Supper has specinl reference to Christ as our sacri-
fice for sin, nut to the exclusion of other views of his person and work,
but still it pre.eminently relates to this, This view implies other views,
I1is humanity only dicd, ot could die upon the cross, but without the Di:
vinity to which that humanity was mysteriously and inseparably united,
there could have been no stonement. The stonement, rather than the
example of Christ, is the subject of commemoration: yet in making that
atonement, Christ exercised the deeprst submission to his Father's will,
and the most exemplary patience; and it was these dispositions of bie
mind hdt united witls the agonies of his body to make & propitiation for
sins. So that there can be no separation of one view of Christ’s persow
and work from the other: they ate all united and form a glotious whole,
Yet they may, like the colours of the rainbow, be viewed separaiely,
though thas combined. It is, therefore, the death of Jesvs—the breaking
of his body and the pouring out of his blood upon the cross, we are here
called upon to commemorate. ‘The Lord's Supper is a standing, glotions,
delightful embodiment of the great doctrine of the atonement. It is the'
fundamental truth in the most impressive form 10 the eenses, It is & vis-
ible, material comment upon that passage, ¢ Whom God set forth to be &
propitiation through faith in his blood.” IHow saweetly does the Christian
meditate in this ordinance, or should do %o, on sin prrdofed and God
glotified. There mercy and truth meet together, rightcousntss xmd peace
embrace cach other,

Nor daea faith leave out of consideration any of the other collgteral
ohjects nid des’gns of the Lord's Supper. It is not only a memorial of
Christ's first advent, but a pledge of his second.  * Ye do thus show forth
the Lord's death till he come.”” The bridegroom and hasband of the
church has, for wise and ever-gracious purposes, left his bride and spouse
in the wilderness: bnt he hias given her not only & promise, but u pledge
of his return to take her to himself. He is gone away into the heavens,
but lie will come again witlout a sin-offering unto salvation, * Meet,”
#aid he to her, ¢ meet often at my table, and think and talk of me. and
keep up the interest of my second coming.”  This ie one part of our bus.
invas and object to think of Christ's re-appearance. In this esercise of
belief, both at the Lord’s Supper and at ather times, Christians generally
are very deficient.  We do not think enongh of Christ’s second coming.
What would be #aid of the wife, who, when her husband was away in
another country, could be happy without him, and be contented to think
rarely about him? On the contrary, how 1he loving wife Jongs in such
cwrcumstances for her hushand’s retorn. 0, when will he come back”
15 her frequent exclamation.  Wife of the Lamb, chiurch of the Saviour,
where is thy waiting, hoping, longing for the second coming of thy Lord ?
18 this thy blessed hope, as it was that of the primitive church? O Chris-
tian, art thou not wanting here? Every mursel of that bread thou eat~
est at the sacramental table; every drop of wine thou drinkest, is sthe
voice of Christ saying to thee,** I will come again and receive you to my-
self,” and should draw forth thy longing desires, eaying, ** Come, Lord Je-
sus ; even 80, conte quickly.

And then it is a joint participation—hence it is called the communion
of the body and blood of out Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore we ate to
believe in the Holy Catholic Church. ¢ We being many are ope bread
(loat,) and one body : far we are all partakers of that one bresd,” (loaf,)
'There, in that one lonf, yet consisting of many parts, is.the emblem of
the unity of the church. The Lord’s Supper exhibits this, asd the believer
receives it, and.rejoices in it. To him it is & matier of inexpressibie plea-
sure to be able tn say, “ One Lord, one fuith, one hope. We are #li one
in Christ.” He hreaks through the harriers of sectarianism, and embrse-
ing all who partake of like precious faith, aud the common nalvation,
eays, “ Grace be with all them that love our Lotd Jesus Christ in sincere



