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matize him ; especially would this be the
case if somne prominent mani in the re-
ligions worId stood responsible for the
opinion. Let, for exampie, a bishop of
the Methodist Church in the States, or
the Generai Superintendent of the
Methodist Ohurch in Canada give such
a deliverance, and see what a comm~otion
wouId arise. But, on the other band,
let the deliverance be as pronounced,
that this convert was deceived, and lived
and died in sin by so acting, and see if
the shock to our instinctive sense of ju-s-
tice, mercy and truth would not, be s0
great that every healthy mind would
recoil from the deliverance as somethingy
bordering- on the outrageou,. Hence is.
seen wvhat stuffmena must be made of to
have the couragre of their convictions in
these days, and hence it is that the va-st
mass of professing Obristians, when they
mun Up against ZDsuch incidents, slink
away, or cover Up their cowardice under
a few non-cotumittal platitudes.

EXPOSITION.

I will Nvork, and who shall let it?.-ISAIAII
xliii. 13.

lIn ail our Christian work, it is w.ell to
strengthen our bands in God. If co-
workers with Christ, then we enter into
Ris invincibleness, and the sun is not
surer of his path or more certain of con-
tinuing to give forth his iight than we.
are of working the work of God.

But in this matter it is ordained that
we waik by faitli, not by sight, and so
we can gain -no certain knowledge of
success by apparent resuits. Ail our
certainty of accornplishing the good and
perfect wvill of God in our life-work must
be of faith, even as Jestis said, IlThis is
the work of God that ye believe on iHim
wvhom fie bath sent." If, then, we corne
to Jesits and take Ris easy yoke upon
us, we iearn of .Him and flnd rest to our
souls concerning the perplexing problem
of Christian work,, as of all other things.

But to retain the yoke of Jesus we
must pull in perfect, harmony with ii,
else little or nothing- wili be acccorn-
plished, no niatter how laborious our
efforts; but if co-workingt with fini,
then it, iatters not wvhat to us Miay ap-

pear to be accornplished,we triumphantly
say, Il Who shall let it."

This kind of working for the Master,
of necessity gyives complete satisfaction
to both-the Master is sa.tisfled with
Ris co-workers and vice versa. But
when tlis complete satisfaction is absent,
there is the absolute proof that the one
dissatisfied is not w'orking as a co-laborer
with God.

110W THE QUESTION CONCERN-
ING CIRCUMOISION WAS SET-
TLED IN APOSTOLIO TIR.ES.

Let any one read carefully the f teer>th
of th Act,, and see if he wvill not agiree

with us that it was settled, not by the
strength of intellectuai, argument, and
not by an appeal to the Scrintu res, nor
yet by fasting and prayer, but by accept-
ingy the facts which Peter produced when
relating how he was sent to Cornelius
and his household and the resuits of that
visit. And, moreover, he will also admit
that it was the fact that the Rloly Ghost
sanctioned his work by imparting Him-
self to the Gentiles af ter preciseiy the
same nianner as he did to, themnselves,
which settIed the controversy.

Even James, in giving the deliverance
of the Apostolic church, on this the first
occasion of its assembling, in the form. of
a council, did, not, fali back upon some
supreme authority vested in himself, but
simply pronounced the evident sense
of the gathering. It was after ail were
silent, as the resuit of Peter's convincing
facts rehearsed before them, that James
put their unanimous opinion in the forai
of s.deliverance, that it xnight be the
more readily conveyed to the Gentile
converts. Ail that was done by the
coundil wvas carefully to investigate con-
cerningr the work and operations of the
Holy Ghost, and when it became clear
that H1e had indicated the mind of God
concerning the matter in dispute> that
wvas the end of ail difference of opinion.

We see here nio effort on the part of
the tweîve aposties to arrogate to theai-
selves power to regulate the doctrines
and tcachings of the Chiristian Church;
nor did they put forth any claini, by
virtue of speciai reveiation to theni, to,
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