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IlPeople often ask in a light way-

what is the good of Foreign Missions ?
To the careless observer and to the carp-
ing spirit there niay setrn very littie
resuIt, but without doubt every unedu-
catcd heathen child 6aken and educated
in the Christian faith. if he bc flot entirely
of a worthless character, bas been raîsed
rnany steps above hi. hesthtn neighbous.
He niay not be ail you hoped of him, nor
ali that he ought tu be, yet he has been
lifted up higher. Ve gerierally expect toc
rnuch Irorn our converts, forgetting what
fallen hurnan nature is; but the setd
sown in faith and earnestness vill, in
smre way or arnther, spring up and show
itself. As 1 go up and dovn these north-

ru rivers 1 cerne acrosismre old pupil
or a couvert of former missionatieu ; anc
feels that he or she is a spark -) light in
the darkness. This experience, more
than anything else, nerves oneC to the
work, and to go on sowing the seed
through so much disappointment and
trouble.

Nov let us hear the opinio-' of Sir
Alexander Mackenzie, latte Lieu.. Gover-
nor of Bengal, a province containîng over
75,000,000 inhabitants:

I should like to say a word in passing
in favour of the native Christian-not as
he p.resentý. himucîf in the shape of a
drunken Madrasi servant to the young
military officer, but as 1' have k*'own Hlm
in, lire ranks of the Adminristration anrd
among his own connmiiI. His r impie
faith and devoted life might put to shame
many cf our professing Christians at
turnes. The Mutiny proved their stauncb-
ness, and to know thein welI is ho, love
theni much."

Finally, here is the testirnony of Mr.
F. T. Bulleri, the author cf the famous
bock "The Cruise cf the 'Cachalot."':

IlIn consequence cf the labours cf the
isionaties, the whole vile charactet cf

the populations cf the Pacific bas been
cbanged, and where wickedness runs
riot tocday, it is due largely go the hind-
tances placed in the vay of the noble
efforts of the nirssionarics by the unrniti-
gated scoundrels whc vilify tbcm. The
task cf spreading Christianury wouid not,
after aIl, be su difficuît, vere it not for the
efforts cf those apotes cf the devil ho
keep the islands as they would like theni
to be-places whete lust runs tiot day and
fligbt, murder may bc donc with impunity,
slavery flourishes, and ail cvii may be
indulged in free frorn law, order, or
restraint. lit speaks volumes for the
icherent might cf the Gospel that, in
spîte cf the object-le.%sons continually
provided for the natives by white men, o!
the negation cf aIl good, it has stricken
its roots so derply into the sal cf the
Pacific islands."

A Secret of Succeas.

The Bishop cf Winchester lately closed
a speech on behalf of S.P.G. missions as
fcllawvm: The secrt tcf our success, nct
next year only, but &Il the years, is to in-.

terest those who do flot at present care,
and to deepeni the interest of us who do
know and carc about the matter already.
In a piosaic way we ask, IlHow is that
going to be donc ?" There is no good
disguising the tact that nhissionary reports,
as rcading, are, to most people, very duli.
bt s flot the fault of the reports or of
their compilers. It is sirnply the fault of
ourselves lor going to work in the wrong
way. There are, 1 doubt not, in this hall
!o.niglht a good rnany people who aire
accustorned to teach history to boys and
girls. Would thcy ever expect to interest
them in that study il they confined thern-
selves t or even if they rested nmuch at
ail on, bare summaries and statistics and
figures and the lîke? What w2 are bound
to do, and what every teacher worthy of
the narne dues, is to set the interest of
those whom he teaches aglow around
smre particular spot and then expand and
build on that. In no departrnent of our
life is it mure possible to do that than in
what concerns our mission work beyond
the seas. But we must get at it in the right
w2y, and it setms to me that, for Most
people, we ought to be getting at it
through the lives of individual men.
Which of us knew or cared very much
about India and its life until we bad read
the lufe of smre great Indian statesman-
Lord Lawrence, for example-or the like,
and were brought face to race by that
means with the actual problems %hat
bave got tu be solved, and with the means
anid ways of solving them ? I believe, for
myseîf, that it was not tili one bad got
at it in that sort of way that one began
tu care at aIl for the cause which grows
tin interest tbe more we look into it.
That heip for our work in the mission-
field is st hand in a way that it is bardly
to hand in any other department of our
national lite. Leaving India alone for the
moment, (or the lives about that aie weil
known to most of us, and could be
nurnbered by scores, suppose a man to
want to care or ho want to get sornebody
else to care about our Mýelariesian work,
what but the life of Bibhop Patteson
would set bis heart aglow-a book, espe-
cially when the bishop hirnseli speaks, as
sparklirg with humour as it is înspiriting
to the souli Or let the man who desi.res
to care or to get others tL, care about East
Africa tutn to either of two books-pet-
haps there are very rnany-each of whieb
seern to me to speak in a way that we
could flot tbrow aside even if we would.
One is the lite of Bisbop Steere, whicb
shows the perseverance, the resource, and
the ingenuity wbîch make missionary life
and missic.ii stories have a separaie and
new meaning for us aIl. On the other
side there is the book which shows the
buoyant enthusiaEm of so different a mian
as Bishop Hannington. LAt us take
books like those and build round theni,
or rather round what we have leatned
to tbink out from lhein, and ve shaîl
cesse tu find a report about the regions
deait with in those bocks duli. Or laate
one other example-that strange problem

ini the world's life, unknown, 1 suppose,
to Christcndom before-the picture of
what we miay cali & grown.up nation in
full1 intellectual power looking for a creed
-the empire of japan. l)uring the lait
few weeks the lite of Bishop Edward
l3ickersteth, telling first of India and then
af j apan, has lieen given tu the world,
and 1 wiul undcrhake to say that it wili
introduce a whole score of interesting
problemrs, inttresting flot rnerely from the
religious standpoint, but as part of the
world's history, and as problenis that are
not yet solved, anid in the solving of
which we are to help. It brings thos
things home in the sort of way that makes
it worth while for ânýbndy who cares
about the thing ho turn to, i. It is in
that sort of way, when we are tryitig to
advise those who have not begun to care
about the matter a: aIl, that we can make
enthusiasm begin to sprout and bud till it
hlossorns and bears fruit in the action
which in the long run is to tell. These
stories, the lives ot these men, will bring
home tous, in a way that we cannot forget,
how the Gospel of the living Christ-, which
has rnadt our country and our homes
what they are, can be made tu tell, and is
being made to tell, on men an'd thinga so
differert froim us. TIhat sort of reading
will send us back, with new thoughts, to
our resolves and, above aIl, to our pray-
ers. lt wilI nerve us to make the hope
corne irue %hat long before another cen-
tury has darkened to ils close the radiant
banner of the Cross shall be a centre for
strength and courage to the thousands,
nay the millions, who are in darkness
now.

Lord Stan more, at Exeter Hall, said he
knew somerhing of the Arnerican back-
woods. The case was worse in Australia,
for there the people went into the back-
woods and settled, and, perhaps, they
neyer agsin saw a clergyman of any sort.
The first gene ration of these settiers would
mourn this state cf things; but there
would corne a second generation, whose
only knowledge of religious subjects would
be a faint and fading recollection of what
their mothers bail taught them ; and the
children of the third generation were too
ofter,, he feared, brought up to be abso-
lute heathens.

The Blshop of Pretoria and the
Boers.

An occasional correspondent cf the
Times, writing of the exodus from Pre-
toria before the Boer declaration of war,
describes amongst other scenes the corn.
pulsory flight of Bishop Bousfield frein
the Boer capital :

"One case, p.erhaps, niay be worth
special notice, having more tIbm a privale
interest attaching tu it as an illustration
of the tactics adopted. The Bishop of
Pretoria had lived there these twenty
years, an old marn, his life sperit in his
work, takirig no part in politics, neyer
publicly disparaging theni if strong in
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