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bable that hoe looked with cnvy upon the youth and

heaith of his sou, and couiri not bear that hie should live

to cnjoy the L-ingdon lie himiself would so soon bc forced

to reshe.î. Ile thcrcfoie ordered hirn to bcecxccuted

upon soine trifling pretence of jealousy or suspicion.

Knowing that lie was gcncrally hatcd and dreadcd by

the Jews, and that bis dcath would occasion a gencral

rcjoicing as soon as it was annournccd, bie summoncd ail

the principal Jews of the kingdoni to assemble in Judea,
and when tliey obeycd bis orders, lie causcd them ail to

be shut up iii a scture place, callcd the circus; hie then

sent for his sister, Salome, and hcer hiusband, and gave

dirctions that as soon as lie was dcad, a party7 oi

soldicrs should bc scnt into the circus, to murder ail the

Jcws wvho wcrc there; ini order, as hc said, to cause a

gencral mnourning througbout Jerusaicni, aud ail the

country of the Jcws, thougli it would not bc for lîin.-

Salomc, howcvcr, wvas not so wicd as to pcrformn such

a bloody connavd, and whcen Ilcrod died, a fcw hours

aiter, the poor Jews wcrc rcliased frorn thcir confine-

ment, and periinitted to rcturuii i safcty to their homecs.

It appcars scarcely possible to us that so wicked a

mnau as -lcrod should cvcr have existed, but when the

heart of mari is flot comvrtcd and subducd by the

restraining gracc of God, and by the mild influencc of

religion, there is scarccly any degrcc of dcpravity to

which the cvii tempers aud passions of our nature arc

flot capable of lcading us. Rcad, Ilarriet, the third and

fourth verses of the twenty-seventh chapter of ]?roveibs.

HIarritt.-"The sand is weighty, and a stone heavy;

but a fool's wrath is hieavier than them. both.
"Wrath is cruel, and linger is outrageous; but who is

able to stand against envyv."


