0 tg unprovekod wealt, or conternptudus

stduct tuwards mysolf or y friends, you
Luvo jndged niehtly of my character. Not
for oneo moment will I submit to either ; and
un beauchamnp cannot go to Castleton House
t » mght, [ cortainlv shall not.’

* Pren, what do you propose doing.’

Oh, winlst you and tho Jadies are ecan-
g tho beauties mascuhue and femimne 1
Lzt ite, 1 will take Beauchamp tuthe green-
t 1w, bebind the scenes, i Covent Gurden,
nrd have a look at the beauties in low  hifo,
und fimsh up with a lobster supper *

Lius cunversation having counnenced after
the degsert was placed on tho table, Lady
Mualeolint now rose, leaving the gentlemen to
ol thewr discusston, whea Lord Maleolm,
tuting to slter tho two frionds’ determna-
uon, and beginmng to loso s temper, pro-
postd jointog the ladies.  Lady Maleolm bad
rotired to droes ; but Constavce, taking Mal.
~olm amdo, began spenking to him in a low,
eurnest tone, stating her  deterwination,
nlllll-r wiat bad occurred, of not going to the
ball.

* Pooh! nonsense, mmy dear,’ exclaimod
Maleolm ; ¢ you must not adopt your broth-
er 6 loohish crotehiots ; surely my wishesonght
to bo consulted now, us well as Lis, although
1 certainly shall ask Danby some oxplana-
tion wby he wis not invited.'

* O my account,’ eaid  Beauchamp, who

vetheard these words, * T must beg, Lord
Maleolus, you will not even hint at an_ ex-
planaton, as I neither require, nor will 1
accept any  Lord Dauby and I understand
« uch othier quite well enough already ; and
uets, oy dear Constance, you must do vio
ience to your own proper feclings, in  taking
your brother's part, by complying with my
Aesire to accompany Lady Maleoln to the
ball!

¢ Judeed, William, I bad mach rather
not go, pleaded Constance; ‘snd Lady
Maleoln has been kind cnough to excuse

* My dear gitl," replied Beauchamp, *for
Lady Mateolm's sake, who bas, no doubt,
accepted the invitstion on your account and
Blanche's, I must desiro yon will go; so
unot aunother word on the _subject;’
~aying which, ho turned away and resumed
s seat, and was immediately joined by
Blauche.

* You cannot be offended with me, I hope,

Jenr William, because I could not venture to
ask Lady Malcolm to excuse my_attending
wer to-night, as Constanco dia. She,
us your aistor, had a fawr pretext to decline
roing.’
5 lfm. vou, of course, Lnd none,’ added
Heauchamp, * not-even:to express ono word
w0 1oy favor, aud left my fricnd Conyers to
fight my battlo alone.’ i

*Now you aro uvjust, William; for al-
though fearing to be thougat forward in giv-
ing uttcrance to wy sentiments, 1 have felt
the slight offered you mor3 deeply than Con-
.tanee, aud shall resent it as firmly as your-
«olt aftor this mght, when 1 capnot possibly
vo wude to Lord Danby in his mother’s
house’

- Of courso not,” roplied Beauchamp ; ¢ and
. - doubt his arguments, like Lord Maleoltn’s,

oIt weigh beaviest in_the balanco against!

e, as your cousin, I sce, is resolved to
maintain bis position by obtaining somo ex-
cuse trom Danby for not inviting mo, which
1 am equally resolved not to accepl. Ex-
torted apologies of this sort make tho matter
ten tiznes worsc, snd knowing this slight was
purposely intended, Lord Danby and mysell
tuust reman for the futuro strangers to cach
other,’

1 ghail not bo inflaenced, William, b
anythiog hie or Charles may say, and slnﬁ
leave sou to judgo, by my conduct towards
him, whether I do not feel as deeply in your
cause as Constance or dr. Cenyers.’

¢ Thero, now, wy dear girl, run away to
dress, or you will bo very late, snd keep
Lady Malcolm waiting. Como, give me your
band ; good night.’ . .

* But where are you going 2* she inquired,
still holding his band.

* With Conyers, to bo suro; wo must
12ave our share of amusement as well as
yourself.’

]
hos thought proper to do s cvemng, lus
presonce can be no longer desirablo.’

+ I do not chooso to be dictatzd to, Mr.
Conyers, by you or any man, in the course I
ought to pursue.’

¢ I havo never ventured to dictale to yonr
lordship since the time I took the liborty of
giving you a fow lessons in riding and other
athlotic oxercises ; and those, perbaps, are
pooh-poohied now as avtiquated precopts.’

* 1 ghnll nover forget your many acts of
kindness to me wheu a boy, Mr. Conyers, or
those of lato years,” rephied Malcolm, con-
giderably molbfied.

' Very well, my lovd ; then if you will
balance thew agawnst thoe attentions I have
received from Lady Malcolm and yourself
stuce my short stay in tovn, our account per-
haps will stand nearly cancolied. And now,
my lord, as you prefer new acquaintances ‘o
ofd faces, Beauchamp and myself propose
returmicg home to morrow.'

* Stay, Conyers,’ as ho was rising to leave
the room, * I cannot part thus with ono who
bas been ) me liko an elder brotlier. What
would you bhavo me do ?°

* Nothing, my lord. You know as well as
mysclf what you ought to do; and if you
bave that respect and repard for Will Bean-
champ and his sister which you profess, you
know perfectly woll what your behavior
sbould be to any man who had dared to pass
a premeditated shight upon veur fatere broth-
er-in-law ; and pow, Mrs. Gordon,' said
Conyers, shaking her by the hand, ¢TI must
wish you good-bye, and beg you to thavk
Lady Malcolm for all her kindoess and  hos-
prahty,’ with which ho hastilyleft the room,
exclaiming, ¢ Come, Beauchamp, I will wau
two minttes for you in the hall.’

Beauchamp rose quickly, and, taking
Aunt Gordon’s band, said—

¢ 1 ¢hall call to-morrow at twelve to see
Lady Malcolm, and wish Constance good-
byo before I leaveo town.’

« Apd won't you wish me good-night 2
asked Malcolm, as he was turning towards
#ho door.

* Yes, Malcolm,’ offering his hand, *I do
wish you a good-night, anl regret I have
been the cause of this anpleasant difference
between you and Conyers; bat I feel assnred
that no man of feeling could act otherwise
than T propose to do.’

¢ Thea I shall seo you at twelve to-mor-
row ?' added Malcolm.

¢ I shall call here at that hour,” was the
reply, as ho ran down.stairs to join his
friend.

Mrs. Gordon, oversome by emotion, had
quictly left the room ; and Lord Alalcolm
was pacing up and down, in no enviable
mood, when his mother ¢ntered, and, obsers-
ing her son’s disordered lvoks, asked what
had annoyed him so dreadfally.

¢ 1 am vexed to the soul, 1y dear motherz,
for bawving quarrelled with Conyers about
such a foolish picco of business as gotng to
this confonnded ball—in short, he is right,
and I am wrong; but I cannot bear the
ides of being dictated to.’

¢ Of course not, Charles—no onec likes
that, even from their oldest friends—yet
thero 18 no reason why you should go at all,
o> Constance—Blaunche and myselil will be
sufficient.’

¢ We are all in tho same boat, my dear
mother, according to Bob Conyers’' opinion ;
butas I wish to asceriain from Danby
whether he really did intend this omission of
Beauchamp as a meditated slight (whioh, in
oeommon h?simm. I f:::l:ltl {o do befors es-

i is cause), ill acoompany yor
S‘:en for half su bour or so, being fully re-
solved, if the case is as I now fear, to leave
again directly.’

¢ Very well, Charles, then I shall do the
same, and order the earrisge in an bour ex-
aclly from the time wo are set down at
Castleton House.’

Mesnwhile, Mrs. Gordon Lad communi-
"oated what had .passed to Constance snd
{B‘l;.nchc,whnhmd their tears to fall

*Don't vex yourselves, my dears, t:{
more, or you will look wretched to-night, al-

* Ub, wdeod, Malcolm, it was quite an
oversight of my own in not sending Mr.
Beauchamp a card for the occasion ; but,
from hie almost liviug in Grosvenor Square,
I though hie would consider himself inoludod
in the invitation to your family.’

* Would you have presented yourself at
any house, where you were almost & strang-
or to tho beads of the famly, on such an im-
plied invitation ?°
* Why, I scarcely know, Malcolm.’
* Tuon I can tell you that Beauchamp is
quite as proud as yourself ; nud having over-
heard you ask Conyers and Melville, ho, of
courso, concluded he was purposely ox-
cluded.’
¢ Ob, quite an oversight, Malcolm! I am
sorry ho should take offence ; but our rooms
aro not spazious enough to contaiu all our
country acquaintances.’
* Depend upon it, oy lord,” replied Mal-
colm, nettied by this confirmation of Beau-
champ's well-gronnded deductions, °they
will never bo large enough to contain Will
Beauchamp ;* with which be turned away ;
and secking Blanche, who was dancing,
whispered, * Beauchamp is right. Wo shall
leave as soon as tho carringe arrives ; 60 Eit
with my mother atter this quadrille, and I
will join vou directly it is announced.’
Lord Danby muttered to hmmself, ¢ Con-
found that Beauchamp ! he 18 ever in the
way somewhere, and I suspect it is all irne
about his engagement to Miss Douglas ; but
I will find it out ;' and hovering near her, beo
agzain renewed bis suit for the next dance,
which was again declined. * How have 1
been so unfortunate as to incur your dis-
pleasuye, Miss Douglas ? Is it becww .
omitted to invite Mr. Beaurhoa: ‘0 on .
which I fear is tho case froo: xts, L0 & 1.
¢)lm has been telling me *
¢ I have informed you, 1oy i6-J, *rwr Lauy
Malcolm has ordered thec.rr<gexe -« ¥,
and my cousin begged mo wr rive - -utd
fits wother until it arrives, s°d 2+t 1 zec pt
another partner.'
¢ And I can answer,’ reph °
shire, ¢ that sho has refused a.
others since we have been eny, .y d
quadrille.’

¢ Then may I hope for tho hoe = v v:or
hand,’ persisted Lord Danby, * fir tae Lrst
danco to-morrow night at Lady Luess.tu'r,
to which, I believe, you aro going ¥

¢ Itis not yet decided whether v3 sh! te
thero or not,’ replied Blanche; * ~ct 1 do
got énsko engagements of this kin. tuture-

and.’

war . o donea

shire conducted her to Lady Maleoln. waere
being again solicited for another dauve by
Lord Henry Bayotun, she made the samc
excuse.

¢ Oh, my dear,” said Lady Malcolm. * ¢
you wish to dance again, I can wait till ‘a:
next quadrilie is over.’

¢ Charles desired I wounld not engage my
self in another,' she replied ; ¢ and I think T
see bom coming to announce the carriage,
which was the case.

On their retarn to Grosvenor Square, Mrs.
Gordon had not retired; and when his
mother went up to her xoom, Lord Malcolm
said, ¢ Beaucbamp and Conyers have judged
rightly ; thers can be no doubt now, from
what Danby let fall, of the slight being pre-
meditated.'

¢ So we all thought, Chaxles ; and I only
regret you should have allowed your temper
to get the ascendancy over your judgement,
by ridiculing your friends’ opinions.’

¢ You know I bate dietation !’ ke replied.

¢ Yet inyacisbly practise it, Chatles.

¢ How so0, aunt?

¢ I have obeerved with deep sorrow your
or contempt on almost every opinion expres.
sed by William Besuchsmp, and your ridi-
eule of his honorable and religious principles;
in short, since his arzival in town,
ject appears to have been to make hi

onr o

casms, it is im;

though it is very provoking in Charles, who

.

Lord Ayr|

in che
]

The quadrille being finished, Lozz Ay .t

frequent atlempts of late to throw discredit |

feel
the distinction between Lord Maloclm and
Mr. Beauchamp. Now, howsver quietly he
has borne cutwardly your taunts and sar-
i ible that he does not feal
acutely, although it has vol besn expressed

entrusted its K2eping, but not {o me

* And it bas ceased, therefore,’ rojoined
Mrs. Gordon, * to be & wonder, that a wo-
man can keep a s.cret I’

* Yet I have kept ono socret inviolably I’
added Malcolm.

* Yes, Charles, you have ; although poor
Blancho bas often trembled when 1ts  dis-
closuro appeared hovering on your lips.'

* My toily and thougntlessness have been
sufliciently punished now, desr uunt, to for-
bid s repetition of that badinage which has
caused torror to wy cousin, and musery of
heart to my friend.  Will you forgive me,
dear Blancle, for the anxiety I have so
thoughtleesly caused you ?*

¢ Indeed L do, dear Charles,’ taking his
proflerred haud, * with ail iy heart.’

¢ ‘Puank you, my dear girl ; it shall never
be repeated ; and can you forgive me also
my unjust, unpardonablo conduct to that
poble-unnded, generous fellow, who, of all
men I bave ever yet known, 18 alone degarv-
ing of your love ?'

* Willingly, most willingly, dear Chrrles,
do Iltomive all that needs torgivencss i:omn
me !’

¢ And now, dear Aunt Gordon, I thank
you most Leasly for removing the veil from
0y eyes, and showing me the many faults I
rossess.’

* Not many, Charles, I am happy to say ;
only learn bencetorth to respect thy  feehuys
ano opinions of others, if you wish them to
respect yours.'

* Liet wy tuture conduct prove the deep
vontrition I feel for the wjustice I have done
oy friends ; and now, aunf;’ ringing the
. " ult, *I will order up some wine and water
-t r these dear girls, who have been worried
«wotah to-mght, and then we will all retire
to 2.5t .

i next day Beauchamp kept bis ap-
Lot toient witn Mrs. Gordon, and arnving
u z2r -venor Square about twelve o'clock,
! 9.3 i hezed into the drawing-room, where
: Lady . *2 ~olm was gitting with her son, Mrs,
troriny, wnd tha two girls. After shaking
LAnis Wik all, he approached Lady Malcoln
taruin .
“Leomdi not leave Xondon, dear Lady
, At 2ok, ~vthout expressing in  person my
tyratent staa.s for your most friendly and

Boaepitat « re.eption of myself, and your
norierote 1443 of kindnesa 10 my dear sister;
! for #ueh. o and ever shall feel, most
1doart; obliged”
{ *8ut wiat s tae canse of your leaving us
{ =5 sukdcnly, *Silam ?°
*{ ~LI r2ry Pu:suchamp the necessity of an
| svesive ~vindr ~l reply to your question,
. ¥ dozv metl 1° ~aterposed Maleoim, ¢ by
8h.w-3 - r*diy that Iam the cause of Ius
kesTiu r Lesn 50 o vspectedly ; what bas pos-
tepsei e, § heew 3663 but L am now 1ully
{ «Ssuleshie y  cvorbearing behavior to
v wxm, of lare, B2 beea such as to disgust any
" BLa 0 bk . cnmsaud of temper, and less
j depil o1 freitng, that bim to whose friend-
ship I ket 5, by "ny fo!-hardy bantering and
ohstmAr 13y furfaited all claim.’

¢ Frow twie Lome” imd Beauchamp, offer-
ing B-dec' 1 h-s hand,® let the past beburied
Q sbhvioun, and truee, for the future, we
128y be =5 I ford tc cach other.

. m— e

Eeanched, @l Jou oousent to remain ?
Undez wy pucmy bitder - and reproachfal
feelinzy st Lot ba the preatest oousolation
and fovor vou .o wflow.’
¢ X900 wovt Gut gioclion (he rineerily of
my forgisracss, 2t iy wiliingoeza to oblige
ou, Msico. ; bus aiter. Guo considezation

and bevo written tc-1ny-father to tell him he
may expect mo-to-mmarrow evesing.

¢ Wil nothing-io3uco you to-alter that de-
termina.-cx, Beanchawp ?’ )

¢ Nothmg that you can now urge, oy dear

b- | Maleolm , it is fur our fafure Lappinesy that

1 am thus .2aslvad.’

scarcely ablo {0 suppress Lis cravtion,. 41 folt
it must coms Jo this ; bot wiliyon ses mein
my own roon & faw mintlechefcre youleave
-the house ¥’ - ‘

L5 proof, hea; of your forgiveness, |:

+ night, I biave d<cided to Jesvo London, |1V

‘Enough ™ estd Maleo'm, rising, and|P!

ply; ‘but I have promised

ou
to return at the end of a fortn);gh‘t‘. ?fﬂff.

sends mo an invitation ; but reall
must spend a few days with my fat{xe;m"-hg -
Las been so long solitary in the country' Y
good-bye, my dear Malcolm, and take 'm,
of those two warm-hearted, affectionate g
for my eake, They have bad too much Rainty
lately ; and if you will obligo me, do not It
them go to more than two or threo partistin
the week—indeed, thoy cannot stand tty
unceasing rounad of dissipation. Am I asking
too great a favor, or will it offend Lady My).
colm, to decline some invitations for themoa
my 1:aIccc:ltmt 1:_'" "

¢ My dear follow, the three partie
shall be strictly attonded to,’ px‘epli:da {o“:i
Malcolm, *if I offond all London. The thre
partics a week shall not be exceeded—thers
18 my hand upon it.’

¢ Many thanks, Alaloohn, for your Pro-
mise, and I hope yon will now walk with ms
téo tho stnblﬁs, 1zxu: 1 ft}rposg ridini bome with

oayers, who nias, 1 fear, been itt
there a long time.’ ’ Bt wlng

CHAPTER XXXVIL

After having made up his difference with
Conyers, and seen tho two friends in they
saddics, Malcolin retarned to Grosvenor
Square, and found his mother alone, M.
Gordon baving taken the two girlsfora quyt
drive 1n the country.

¢ Beagchamp, my dear mother, bas com.
missioned me to entrust two secrets to your
keeping-—one being considered of too litth
momwnent for any woman to preserve. The
firet is, that he is heir presumptive {o s
earldom—the other, that%e is in love witx
Blanche, and she with him.’

¢ The latter, Charles, I have long suspt
ed ; but the former I ase sarprised to hear,
althoogh well aware that the seauchanx
are ot a very old and high family.’ i

After a iull explanation on these poinks,
Malcolm added, * Now, my desr mother,
Beauchamp being, a8 you may suppos,
very anxious about the well-being o1 our ix
precicus girls, bas exacted from me a promiee
that they shall not beoverbaked by too muh
hot air, . &., over-crowded rooms, whiokbe
says has made them look like drooping Mt
of the valley, instead of xoses, 50 that they
are to ba restricted to three balls or partiss s
week for the fature, until he returns; sad
as Beauchamp's ideas are always right, 12l
mine always wroug, his inst: wlions &
me on this point shall be religiously obserred
to the letler, if I am obliged to lock themp
in their rooms the alternate three nighs
This being resolved on, your ladyship must
make your gelection accordingly from tha
basket of cards, as the number, thres ps
weok, i8 not to be exceeded.’

¢ Well, Charles, upon the whole {hisis
very agrecablo wews, and I am delightsd
with the bright prospect opening to Wiilsn
Beauchamp, which will improve Constaneet

sition very materially ; but I fear Mm.

hax;conﬁ t;'111 z;’otf?p pleased with Blsaches
choice, ough, fromm at partiality ¥
William, she will find a ziogs?ﬁrm advocale
in me.’
. *That's right, my dear mother ; bat bea
in mind, this is to be a seeret still o all ; ndt
a word to Mra, Harcourt or a breathing s,
until Besuchsmp gives us permission ¥
divalge it
*Don't efém me, Charles ; it shall be stric
beerved.’ ’
-Soon aftcr, Mrs. Gordon and the girlsre
turned, when Maloolm acquainted thea
before they ascended {o the drawing-roum,
with the communication. he had made to bit
mother by Beauchamp’s dsire.
* William liag acted most wisely and pro-
petly,’ replied Mrs. Gordon; *and Dot
Chuleq. you seé his confidence in you is re:

To ¥ Continued.

o A gtme-eoci was x;éoontly sold in Englaad
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