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men would be no burthen to the Sabbath
scl:ools of Ialifax, or St. Jolm, of Pictou,
or New Glasgow.  Tither of these groups
could assume one without greatly diminish-
ing their ordinary gifts.  Lruro Congrega-
tion and Bible Class could take one, or if
this were rather heavy, Truro and Onslow
in harmony could bear the burthen.
young people in the congregations of Stewi-
. acke Vualley conld by union assume one.
We believe the same could be done by the
Sabbath schools of Richibucto and Chat-
ham, and again by those of St. John’s and
Harbour Grace, in Newfoundland, and
other groups could be easily selected, such
as Maitlahd, Noel and Kenneteook,—Wind

sor, St. Croix and Newport,~—Shubenaca-
die, Gny’s River and Elmsdale, or the four
congregations of Lunenburg.

We have named the Sabbath Schools,
because we wish the young people to have
the honour, and as we, in all swmcerity,
anticipule many applications, we pledge m
advance the privilege to those who  firsti
make request for it. Those who kesitate too
long in coming to a decision, will likely miss
the present, and have to wait for some
future opportunity.

Letters were read from Rev. Mr. Christie
ot the Trinidad Mission which were order-
ed to be published as well as the Reports
Jjust read, and letters from Mr. Morton, and
from Rev. Messrs. Annand, McKenzie and
Murray of the New Hebrides Mission.

The Sccretary was direeted to acknow-
ledge receipt of all these letters, and to as-
sure the Drethren of the sympathy aficetion,
and prayers of members of the Board. Rev.
D. B. Blair then engaged in special prayer
for our missionaries, their work, their con-
verts, and their helpers, with thanks+to God
for goudness and mercy duving the year
past.

TRINIDAD MISSION.

Letter from Rev. Mr, Christie.
Couva, February 24,1874,

Dear Mr. McGregor,~—Since writing you
by last mail we have settled in the locality
to which we wereappointed.  Itis too soont
yet for me to say muach about the work,
and this time I will merely attempt to give
some general idea of the surroundings.

Trimdad is about the size of P. E. Island,
but ditfers in shape, being almost square—
about 50 miles from N. to S., and 35 or 40
from E. to W. The west side of theisland
i3 the most important portion at present, as
it is the part in which there is most cutti-
vation. This side faces the Gulf of Paria,
which separates it from the continent of
South America. At the N. W. corner of
the Buy is situated Port of Spain, the capi-
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tal of the Istand, a city about as large gg
Halifax ; at the other end of the Bay, aliont
35 miles distant, is the town of San Ler-
nando, where Messrs. Grant and Moyion
reside. It is a town of abont 60U0 inhabi.
tants. T'he distriet of Couva to which we
have been appointed, is about one-thind of
the way from San Fernando 10 Doy of
Spain,  There is daily conneetion fetween
the difterent places by means of & steamer
plying up and down the coast.  Dwnng the
dry season there is a very good ruad, waich
however, in the rainy season, ix alimost .
passible, on account of the mud.  The il
hereis generally clayey, and stones are very
scarco, the gravel which has been puton
some parts of the roads, having to be twoughy
at great expense from San Fernando.
Couva is considered the most fertde dis.
trict in the Island, and the estaies here
generally yield a good profit.  Sugar is the
principal crop, but back a few miles on the
Meontserrat Hills there are large plantations
of the Cacao plant, from which chovalateis
made. There are eight Estates here con-
nected with the missjon.  There is one
school on Tisperanza taught by Aungjee, &
converted Brahman, for the children from
that estate, and from Phoenix Puik and
Providence, on Lxchange for Iixchange
and Camden, and we hope soon to startone
on Sevilla, for Sevilla, Brechin Castle and
Rivulet Estates.  There was a small school
on Sevilla up titl the beginning of the New
Year, but it has been thought best to give
it up for the present, as we have no suitable
room ; but the manager has prowisel to
put up a school-house in the course of iwo
or three months.  Couva is generally very
flat and in some parts is considered very
unhealthy. This especially is the case on
the Estates Iying near the shore, which is
fringed with mangrove swamps. Irom
these there avises a great deal of malarial
poison, which renders the nearest Istates
very unhealthy. Places, however, a short
distance from the shore, say a mile or two,
are seldom troubled with malaria, exeept
when the wind blows from the West,
Happily the prevailing wind during cight
months of the year is the Trade wmd,
which blows from the East, aud geuerally
very strongly. Duaring the remaimng four
months which include the greater pact of
the rainy season, the winds are vaiable,
aud consequently no part is as healthy.
The place in which we arc now livg,
Iixchange Village, is usually free frum
fever during the greaier part of the year.
For the present we have rented a small
new cedar house, but although it is « hvuse
of cedar it only contains two reums, a
closet and a little room 6x$, which i> used
as & kitchen. We hope before six months
to settle in our permanent home. Mr
Burnley the proprictor of Esperanza Es-




