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V I L LA G E s RC E T c n c .rish), allowed ber the trifling sun, of eighteen-pence a Deai old Hannah how much ive regretted ber
iweek, a shilling of which went veeklv to pay for her it vas a selfish feeling, for she is happier now,

TiE IIU'IBLC CHRISTIAN. lodging. She had friends who gave occasiopal assis- from the infirmities of the flesh, than in those
-tance, snd with the bard-earned savings of a long ife nhen n e knowi her in pain, and in sorrow, tho

Amongst our many humble neighbours, resident iniof economy, abe not only contrived to live frtugally- never heard lier express a wvish ta be released.
tihe straggling parish of IV-, there was ne one for paying her way bonestly, always appearing neat and God's own time," were the mords always uppe 1
iwhiom I had a higher respeet, anîd greater esteem, clean in ber opparel- but she absot.tely contrived to on ber bips. She had shoivn somo anxicty, ti i
titan for old Hannab B--. She was an aged midow, save a ttile botard of coin,nbich, by he request., spect te f1er burial ; she was most anxious te
and liad expprienced many changes and crosses after ber death, wc deposited in the savings' bankà4 a decert funeral, and the wihh wças not forget
througl a long life--a life of comparative poverty for (he benefit of a favourite grandchild. My poreevery thing was ordered and arranged in tie ai e
as to vorld... endowment.; but sbe nas ricbly gifted old friend seemed the last link of the olden times,1spectable manners and flowers were laid in the c
% ith that greatest of blessinigs, a contented spirit.- for she rem--ibered our family thrpugh four,. if net as sweet as ber own calm, placid fentures, and
Satisfied vith the station in witch it had pleased the ive generations, and ber reminiscencos were as ori- ftresh and brigit as her heavenly viens were
Lord to place ber, she was thankftul for each and ginal as herself. And I neverpaid a visitto her poor unto the last. " Behold, we count them ha 
every mercy vourblsafed unto ber; and how many a dnelling-place, without- feeling humbled by ber supe. nlîrci endure; ye bave heard of the pi.tience o
fellow creatuve, reared in the lap of worldly prospe- rior faith. In poverty and sickness, in pain and in and bave seen ,the cnd of the Lord, that the Lot
rity, might bave envied the prous feelings, of thi sorrow, brr voice nus alrays to be heard uttering very pitiful, and of tender mercy." i
humblo Christian, and blesled for their own unwor- pruiv's and thanksgiVings for her. numberless bless- I.have often td Offen though't over that ve .
thiness. Sle nas a daily lesson to me of the emp- ings. " God bad been very good to ber," she con. holy writ,after pa) ing. a vis.t ta tiat poor lone wie h
tiness of titis world's gifis,. for the Spiriý of the Lord stantly said, and though, the last years of ber life, desoate-and deserted in (bis life, as she appeare
nas with lier, and she lacked nothing. lshe nas in a state of severe bodily suffering, from a yet ne could for en instant doubt that her hu 1

Hrannah B- , et the time I first became acquaint- painful malignant disease, which finally proved fatal, trust and stedfast faith wero in vain i Sihe tho
ed with lier, inhabited a single room in the tpper yet she never murmured or repined et this heavy in- of ber own sinful nature, and utter unworthiness,story of an old dilapidated tenement, whose ancient fliction; hich se bitteriv tried the latter part of ber magnifred the fewa bright speckswhich shone in G
valis bordered on the village chureh-yard. It liad lonely exitence. " Th'e Lord knows wvhat is best jhorizon of her exibteuce ; praises- for blessings gir
<cce been a farm-hoise, but those days had long for us; I am a poor, maiserable sinner,but the blessedinut murmurs for blessings withbeld, were ainay
pa'sed away, and its was fest falling te decay; very Jhsus.ias redeemed us ail, by bis precious blood-4bed-tbe heard from ber lipsr unti ber humble and a
dpsolate ii was te the eye, in every respect, both in. ing, and ihrougir bis merits alono. do I look for mny tented spirit made me shrink from the recollectio: i
si;de and out ; the door creaked upon its rusty hinges, salvation." the manysundeserved blessings I enjoyed through i
admitting a current of air into the little dark brick She couîld net read, but ber memory was se tena mercyýofa munificent Creator, thile this sincere s 1
entrance, whilst the crazy staircese, whabi was very cinus, that sihe could repeat a grieat portion of the,shippe*r of the boly truths of religion, livad on,Fteep, seemed te totter under the weight of each scriptures by heart, and could always give a very1lected and overlooked in the busy haunts Of life
failing fooistep. The room was most- forlorn in its'correct sketch of the Suînday sermons. Il was a bit> What an awful responsibility devolves uipon those i h
appearance,rorthe old building was infested with rats, ter trial wlien ber failing health, andinereased sufer-,bave both the means and the power te relieve t '
and it required no small effurt- of ingenuity to pro- ige, obliged ber te give up attending divine worsbip,,poorer brethren ! If this responsibility were ofre e
teet the trifling vekly store of proVi>ions from these and she was most thankful te any kind friend whoiconsidered, it would be well fdieus ; how many su
norturnal in.truders. The constant daily as rell as would read or converse with ber on th, boly truthsInay %Pcla fortunes,>re frittered asway- in the glit r
ngihtly precautions necessary to be observed, in se. of religion; she always said, if God took aways onepling. tinsel of tiis iverid's transitory pleasures-p
errng ecl article aganst such an armament, con-, blessing, he sent auother te supply its place. How; sures that leave no lasting satisfaction, that bring
tributed greatly te the discomfiture of <ha apartient;'few of the more favoured inhabitants of this consolation waith this life's shadow, is fading sway. A
every thig seemed out of place, and there was alearth would say the same.! hocv did the pious, hum- When Hannab B-- was gone, we rad lost i
strange mediey of pots and pans, chairs, tables, and ble faith of this apparently deserted creature, samellast lik, -s I have said, ofthe olden time; we ha1tbs, placed in the very centre of the roon, altogei the worldly triller, wboso constant repiningo at tome had no successor equal te ber in piety ant.godly la
ther looking the picture of desolation. In one corn- petty deprivation, we so. often are called upon to de- m our village--so faithful, se true te the end. 'er was heaped a pile oftticks and fuel, the daily g-'plore; for the sinqere believer grieves-for the.weak in The nervous excitement -prevalenît in the pres 0thering of the poor old soul, and the whole collection'faith, always calling to mind that blessed saying, &And age, seems to affect ail classes, and the tones ofwnas backed by one magnificent looking old log, whicbgrieve net the Holy Spirit of God, wbereby, ive. are content are, i4eari too often sounded. The y iet last attracted my curiosity, as yeor by year mny'sealed unto the day ofredemption?' expect more thn they find, their tastes get n;visits were paid,. and stil the old log. retained its Crazy and dilapidated as the old bouse was, yettheirefined, even amongst the lower Walis of life ; Il e
place in the usual corner.-" Ah ! ma'am," saiid old aged widow was sincerely attached te it, and when4in ,itself breeds diseatisfaction, whore the means b
Mannah, in reply to my enquiry, " I do prize thatithere was a fear at one lime, that, owing te the mO-jnot equal te the demand, and leads too often, inold block of wood; it is many jears naw, but il wasidern march of improvement, the ancient walls would sequel, te sin and serra. Parental aiihority dlwhen my good. man was in life, and tve bad more te net ha spared,sbe was in muach trouble at the thouîghts1 net carry se much weight as it ougit, every one thi aspare then -more things like-but it pleased God it of having to seekanother testing-place. I asked her for himself, before the reasoning faculties are prope thshould not last, for ive were burnt out one dreary one day, what-sbe purposed doing, in the event-of ly matured: Notbing is taken on trust; ail requi 1minter's night,. and few things iere aved from. the the proprietor choosiog te re-build and decorate bis ito know the " why" and-" because," before obedflames, but that one bit of? wood came from the old cottages ? " The blessed Powers above only know ence n til condescend to bow its head, anddoubtsa aplace, and I bave always kept it, for it is luke an em- where I can go, but il wil ba right, ail right." oflte raised,. and difficulties started, that a whole!blem Of myself & a dry stick saved from the burn- It lasted ber time' however, and Hannah B-- is scarcel> long. enough to dissipate. Tife aspect 63ng· breathed ber laat, àfter.mucb sufferings, in tlat de- the political world is fraught. witb scenes of comThe only companion of the poor widow's many solate-looking room, blessing andt! praising- God with noce, and notwitistanding the vigorous efoits oflonely hours, wes a singed, smutty-looking cat, who her-latest breath : "Precious in the sight of the church to protect ber own, how strong is the rpurred asway ber life amidst the embers of the tiny Lord is the death of his saints." which would shake ils very foundation ! ' .1
fire which lay smouldering on the heatr; and the The purring, whiskerless cat wastaken away.by a - These are amongst the many awful signs of il
only relief to ihe deadc silence which reigned around, kind neighbour, iho llidd attended the death-bed of times in which ire live-every thing progressing ri.if relief it could be called, was the monotonous tick- the poor widow ; the old clook ceased its melancholy pidly towards. the fulness of time :"And became Catick of a large old-fashioned eiglit-dav clock,in a huge tick-tiek ; and the much prized-log was-broken up iniqaity sbill abound, the love of many shail wu ftlwooden case, a remnant of somewhiat better times, by n'y busband, at lit particubr request of old Han- cold, but ha tint shall endure iito tiri nd the sami iand as such, most scrupulously preserved, though i nah, a very few days before sie finmally. took te ber shall bo saved.' id
seldom found I could trust the treacherous dial as te bed-tliat bed from whence she never rose agin-its time telling veracity. Hannah bad lost ber only and a famous cracklingfire iwe made of the long tra- ZLY sc OTTISa TOUIt.* tel
daughter, wb died in the prime of life, of a hingering, sured relic; I much doubt if the old room bad been -o
painful d*sesse.,.leaving a large family,some of.thiom, the scene of sucb a blaze for rnany-a by.gone year. Tan rscaU& wkEic <I fear, gave the poor old grandmother many a heaurt- I knew she felt she wasgoing,when she quietly watci. Ilacbe. Her daughter's grave was close beneath the ed the destruction of that memorial of thr past ; If was during a most pleasant tour, made sane tire !smindow of irr solitary apartment, and poor Hannah though, as she quaintly observed, it was only ofa a o je Scotland, and te wbich I always revert witb toften said, the thought cheered ber tirough auany piece with ber other comforts, tait even the wither- pleasure, bot from the exquisite scenery- witness.a ong dreary night, that ail tait remaiied of her ed emblem should be honoured in ifs and,, for our et, and the cordfahospitalit anti heaty- 1wlcome I
dear dcparted child lay se near te ien. old neighbour was much attached te my hubcand, and, received at many places on my. route, that g amrrvedPoor Hannah s means were smaîl; as long as she his name was the last earthiy namesie uttered are on t Thuisday at a smai! towat the confines of-tb
could do a day's rork, sire got employment from a ber dissolution. "The effettual ferveut prayer of highlands, and situated on-on.e of thoseloche or armskîed-heartej farmer, on whose lands her husband a ri;hteous man availet much," and our hupnbl.e of the sea which .dd se pnucir4. the Scottisb se-,sd worked for many a year; but when,. from age Christian friend w&as-sincere indeed i'a ber earnest ery, and many of which sfford ample means of con- ànd creasi infirmnities, sire could no longer do mny supplications for mercy ut the throne ofgrace. " If aeying to tihe heart of the northern coUintiesthe com. iothing etorards her own maintenancher parir (fortin this life only ie bave hope in Christ, we are of forts and habits.of the south. I éonfes thret ià
though so long resident, she did net belong te our pa all men most miserable. But no* is Christ arisen somehing not quite la keeping. with the romantit- n

yrce th.e ÇCurch cf England gazin a tedei, andbtcgme the Srat fruits ef them tfat
.set * Fromhe tire frurch cf E'ngi<ariNMagazine,


