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'PHE- MESSEIS~C~R.

LESN VL-MAY i9..

Jesus Ascends Into leaven.'
Luke ,xxiv., '44-53; Acta 1., 1-11. Memôry

verses, 9-11.' eRead Mark.xvi.,'19.

Goic!.eti 'Iext.
ýWhie he blessed them hoe was parted,

fromn thein and carried Up into heaven.-
Luike xxiv., 51. ý

Lessôn Text.
The former treatise have I made, O Theo-

phulus, of ail that Jeaus began both to do
and teach, (2) Until the day in which hie
was taken up, 'after that hie thrdugh the
Holy Ghost had. given commaudments unto
the apostles 'whom hoe had chosen : '(3) To
whom. also ho shewed 'himsèlf alive after
bis passion by many infallible -proofs, ho-
Ing seen- of thera forty days, and spèaking
0f the things pertaining to tlie kingdom of
God : (4) And, being nassembled together'
with them, comrnanded tbem that they
should flot départ frein. Jerusalem, but walt
for the promise of the Father, which, saith,
ho, ye have heard of me. (5) For John
truiy baptizod with water ; but ye shaI bie
baptized with the Hoiy Ghoat flot many
days hence. (6) When they therofore were

*corne together, they asked et him, saying,
Lord, 'wilt thou at this time restore again
the klngdomn to Israel ? (7) And hoe said
Tinto them, It'is not for you to know the
times or the seàsons, which the Father bathi
put in bis own power. (S) But ye shall

*recelve porwer, after that the Holy Ghiost ls
corne upon you :and *yo shall be witnesses
iinto me, both in Jerusalem ; and, In, ail.
Judea, and In Sarnaria, and unto the uttor-
most part.o! the earth. ,(9) And when.he
bad spokoni those tbing-s,. while thoy behold,

--- e'as-akn"u;'anda~lou rceiedhlm
out of thoir sight. '(10) And whilo they
looked. steadfastly toward beaven as hoe
went. up, behold, trwo men stood by them,
In white apparel ; (11) 'Which also sald,
Ye men'0f Galilée, why stand ye gazing up
Into heavon ? th!s saine Jeans, which isa
taken up from you into heaven shaIh so
corne in like manner as ye have seen hlm go
lnto hoaven.

Lesson Iiymn.
Bond the gospel of salvation,

To a world o! ilying mon;
Tell It out to every nation,

Till the Lord shall corne again.

'Tis the Church's great commission,
'Tis the Master's lû't command:

Christ bas died for every creature,
TelliIt out in overy land.

*Christ Is gath'ring out a people,'
To HI-s naine from, every race;

Haste to give the invitation,
E'er shall end the day o! grace.

Go and tell them, gà and tell them,
*Jesus died for sinfuI mou ;
Go and tell them, go and tell them.

Ho is coming back again.
-A. B. S.

Suggestions.
(Froin 'Peloubet's Select Notes.')

lu the fIrst three vers-es of Luke's second
boo0k, The Acta, hoe conneets It wlth bis
Gospel by a brief résumé of the Resurrec-
tion perlod. The former troatise related
what Jesus began to, do and to toach; and
this relates what hoe, the saine Jesus, con-
tlnued to do and to teach.'-Alford. 'he
gospel story is a book of migbty deoda as
wel as of wondrous spoec.'-Professor
Stiller. Everythlng that Jesus dld or tauglit
was but a beginnlng, à seed from wbichi far
greator things were, to grow, as ho hlmserf
taught (John xiv., 12; xiii., ý7; xlv., 26).
'The book ls the second part of the Acts
of Jeas.'? 'The. fact ls both curlous and
significant, that what is -found lu ýthe Gos-
pel Narratives, iu the f orm of precàpt or

teaching, reappears lu the Âcts of the Apoe-

ties-in the.,form ci! practicee*or-example. » On
the othei band; 'this'bock 'we -m ày, per-
haps, venture ta eaul thé "Acta o! the Holyr
Spirit"- for, fromn firet .to -last, It' la the
fecord* 0f bhis âd-ýent*and àctivity.'-Â. ýT.
Pierson., , - '--ý , , ê
..By many- Infallible proofs.* ' Proofs 'by

aure signs.' ' The -'sinigielGreek word,«. trans-
lated Infallible proofs, is. used frequeèntlyby.'
Plate, and Aristotie, and den:otes- 'he
s trongest proofs of Wbicb a subjeet ls cap-
able," "«an irresistible . »roof." '-Schaff..
Forty days. At, Intervals, ton or *eleven
times. eSpeaking «! the things perlainfng
to the klngdom o! God, whlclr was-to* ho
unfoldod aud ' carrled . on through themn.
.Durjng ail tis transition, period th' dis-
ciples were bolng 'trýalned to understind:ana
te. do the work that, was .beforethem. -Thero,
was much that It was impossible for tbemn
to und'éràtand before. (Comp. Luko, xxiv.,
44-48.

Anld,'belng assembled together -with> thom.
Probably lu Jérusalem on tho day o! ascen-
sion, whonco Jesus led tbem out toward
Bethany, (Luke ' xxiv., - 50). "Commnauded
them. . . . . flot depart fromi Jerusaiemà,
but watt. Tbey waited .by pràyer, by con-
ference together, bydolag necessary duties

(v:1,14, and rest of *the chapter). Wait-'
ing la net sleeping wlth folded 'bands. 'ar
ry at the promise thIl God meets you there.'
-D. L. Moody. - For:the 'promig o0f. the
Father. For the fulilment o! the promise
whicb the Fatlier had given. It *as the
promise, as being the greatest, mnost impor-
tant, aïi-embracing promise. The Hohy
Spirit promied by ' Joel (il., 28, 29 ; ses
Acts il., 17, 18); by Isalah (xliv., 3). -r
waa really the sum and substance o! ail the
promises of the eoming -o! the kingdom. of
God, and the rcdeemed worid to Abraham,
to David, and through the prophets, espe-
cialiy Isalab. -For the now dispensation
was to be the dispensation of the SpIrit, by
whose power the transformation aud tri-
umph were to corne. Which . . . ye have
heard, of me. This promise la alluded ta
In Luke xxiv., 49, sund found lu JohLn xiv.,
16, 26 ; xv., 26. ,'I *will pray the Father,
and ho shall give -yon another Com!orter,
that hoe may abide wlth you forever.'

Lord, wilt thon (Il. V., "dosi tbou') at
this time restore agaîn .the klugdom' to
Israel ? As promised again and again, In
the cEript-ire. 'Israel was -then subject';tà
the Roman power. ' Thoy probably imagin-
ed that tho world wôuld ho convérted te
Judaism, and that Jerusalem, the. boly city,
wouid ho the resch, of ail nations, the colt-
fre o! light aud power sud.religion for the
wor]d. 'Phoy proïbably. had no conception,
and could not bave, of any other way in
wblcb the hopes o! the Jews aud the pro-
mises of the Bible could bo accomplished.

Light fromn H1istory.-In 1773 there was*discovered lu Abyssinia a book called the
'Book of Enoch.,' which was written in the
flirst 'aud second centurloe boforo Christ.
It expresses 'the muner mind o! the Jewish
peoplé Eit tho' timo o! Christ. The people
Were daily expecting the establishment o!
the Messianic kingdom, not a spiritual
kingdom, but a scene o! niaterial glory,
whero 'the Jows would ho exalted abovo al
surrounding nations, aud the hated invador
oxpelied.' ' This oager expoctation,'. says
Professer Stokes,, 'domlaated overy othor
feeling lu the Jowish mind, sud was burned
Into the very-secrets o! their existence by
the tyranfiy o! the Roman rulo.'

The way. Christ le!t 'this question was the
béat for ail. -We flnd two linos of pro-
phey lu relation ta the second coming, lu
one~ of which It lIs dopioted 'as near, whlle'
the other points to a dim and distant 'fu-
ture. They are not contradictory, but oniy
two views of tie same thing, which began*
very soon, wit l~ifteront eras, sud la ta ho
consummated, the end o! the world.- Sa
that ail the .r .leal -power of an, Immin-
ont comiug, ! )f. a groat transcendent
event to be l for and hoped for, is
brought ta boa 1  the discipl.es of * brist... But ye shahl roi, , instead of a kuow-
ledge of the future, p-.w'er.ta do your work,_
te do your part to'ward making tho future.
This includes (1) power ta iead men ta the
Saviaur; (2) power ta overcome ail enomies
aud obstacles, though tbey wero like m oun-
tains ta be cast into tho 'sea; (3) power ta
work miiracles ; (4) power ta lead the;
church. This poîwer must corne fromn the
Hoiy Ghost. Ghost ls Oid Engiish for
Spirit. The American revisors -wisbed
that ',Holý Spirit' sbouid ho used always iu-
stead o! 'Hoiy Ghos.t.'-

Iilustration.--The apostles' were like the

.wlres,- the Holy 'Spirit like the electrie cur- .1. ,
rent flowing,,througb 'the wires, aud. enab-,
lng tbem'« ta give light, or carry sounid. -' 1
'YD shailb bo witnesses.--G7eIr, 'martures,'

frein wlhf ch our word"* martyrs,'-.i1. e.,: those'
wh 'heur-,witness,,ta Josus Christ by'suifer-
lng 'and. dying.for. him. The Gospel lIa
hbufitupon -facts, not. theories.. The Gospels
«are ' the.. aummax'y. of the' witness, o! -thea
aposties. 'They were ýwrltten many: yearil
after,'the apostles -bogan, to. presch, . aud are
th.b stoiy that hadl beon. told mauy bun-.
dreds .çt tlmee byý these ýWltnesses. '.And'
stili the. power'o! preachins. and o! toàèh4ug,
la not 'in' srgulng, but in witnessing;*1 'inde- _
clarIngý the trutha .knowni andý tested; by eýx-.
perience.

Ail- Christians are ta bo, wltnesses testify-
lng ta. the,. rèaii'o! religion, to. fulfilment
qf -the promises, ta thé living presence - of-ý
3esus, ta bis Power rta save '!rom sin, ta
guide luto rlgbteousness sid, support lu.
trouble ; te tho suporiority, o! Cbrlstiaulty'
ta ail other' religions, -by what it does for
Itbom more than othor religions chu do for
their votàrles. Just lu 'proportion as the
Cbristian .bas 'oxperionced wbat Christ eau
do, sud bis nature-and bis life have beon
trans!ormed, eau ho do effectivework as a
Christian.

Ho bears witness (1) bybis words, for
there la much wblch eau hoe made kuowa
oly b'y 'bis expressing wbat Christ bas
doue wlthin him. (2) By bis " hife and.
cbaràcter, sbowing a well-kuowu. spécimen
àt wbat Christ doos for a man. HIS fain-
lly life; bis religion at home, the way ho
doos bis businiess, bis couduct lu public af-
fairsand social lifo, are all wituesses ýas ta
what Christ bas doue- for him, and eau
therefore do for others. '(3) By seudiug
witnesses ta the uttermast parts o! the
eàrth.

Wbiio tbey., behold. - Tbat .tbey migh't
have clear proof o! bis ascension, ta assure
tliei that there was no decéeption. Hoil was
iii the act of -biessing tbem when hoi was
taken up, (Luke-xxriv.,'51). A cloud re-
celved hlm out o! thoir sigbt. ,(Compare
Matt. vii., 5 ; Lukce lx., 34.) Perhaps it
was hike the .'flery cloudy pillar,' the sym-
bol o! God that lèd the Israelites tbrough'
the wilderness, or Elijah's storm chariot,
or the bright cloùd of. giory whieb over-
ahadowed bim.on the Mount o! Transfigura-
tiân> It *as at thi's timo, doubticas, that
the groat change came over bis body des-
cribed lu I. Cor. xv.,,51-53. -For sucb a
cho:nge iasaigulfiod by, bis.appearaunco as
John saw hlm, ' (Ro'v. l., 12-16).

It showed the continued roality o! Cbrist's
existence, liaking this world with the oth-
or, and sbowing how hoe could be the ever-
living Saviaur lu beaven, wbom. Stophen
aaàW at the right baud o! God, wbo came ta
Paul on the. way ta Damascus, wbo is ever
witb' his. people, oven ta th 'e end of the
world. The hast view o! Christ la, not .up-
on the cross, but ascondlag freim Olivet
Into glry ; nlot lu a.gouy o! atouemout, but.
lu the act o! biossiug.; not la sooming de-
feýat, but lu manîfest triumph. We wor-
shlp, not a dead, but a living Saviaur, ta
,çhom we shall go, witb whom we shahl ho
In glory, and wham wo shall love sud serve
tbraugh endiesa ages.

C. E. Topic.
Sunday, MaLy.19.-Tapic-A nameless girl

heroqne. (IL. Kings v., 1- '4.) -'Aunion
meeting 'with. the Juniors.)

Junior C. E. Topic.
AN. UNNAMED HERQINE.

Mon., May 13.-The herole roll.-EHeb. xi.,
32-24.

T7ues., May 14.-A cbild's faith.-Mark .,
15. -

Wed., May 15.-Love conquors difficul-
ties.-I. Sam. xx., 17-23. .

SThu.; May 16.-H-ero-making.-Dan. iii.,-
16-18.

Fr!., May .17.--Chrlstian caurage.-Adts
v.. 19.-20.

Sat., May 18.-Jesus tho 'bero.-John xix.,

Sun., May* 19.-Tapie-A naimeless girl,
beoine. II. Kings- v., 1-4. (A union
meeting with the aider socloty.)

Free Church Catechism.
51. .- 'Wat as Jesus toid us a! his

second advent.?
A.-That at a tio kuown o 'nly ta God,

ho shahl appear again withi power, ta bc*
glorificd lu bhis. saluts and ta ho the Judge


