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REV. ANDREW MURRAY,
AUTIIolt OF 'ABIDE I CHRIST,".ETO.

A few years ago only a very few people
were at all famiiar with Andrew Murray's
work. Save by those who iad friends in
South Africa, or were otherwise interested
in the- work of thc Gospel there, lie had
hardly been heard of.- Nor wvas nuch in-
terest aroused when one London publish-
ing firm announced a little volume entitled,
"Abide in Christ," by a inîjister resident
at the Cape. The sale was not first sucli
as ta warrant the hope of extensive popu-
larity. But very quickly some of the
thoughtfuil spirits that gather around the
Mildmay Conference discovered that there
was a blessing in the volume, and joyfully
proclaiined the fact. This led to iany
more procuring it. Five other volumes
.appeared in annual succession, and so wel-
come have they been to readers of Chris-
tian literature, that at this hour there are
few naines whiclh are more familiar thai
that of their beloved author.

As bis naine suggests, Andrew Murray
is of Scottisli extraction. Nearly seventy
years agao the Governor of Cape Colôny
-sent an urgent request to Scotland for a
number of ministers to comae out and work
amongst the growing population there.
Anongst the ten or twelve who responded
was a Rlev. Mr. Murray, a licentiate of the
Church of Scotland, who was speedily
settled at Graaf Reinet. Another brother
of the sane family became a minister in
Scotland, and was soon well known as Dr.
John Murray, of the Fre North Church,
Aberdeen. Mr. Murray liad been but
a short bilme in Africa when lie made his
influence felt. He was einnently a man
of prayer, and before he died lie had the
joy of seeing very many connected with
his flock added ta the Lord.

But whila thus exercising his gifts as a
Christian inisister, Mr. Murray lid the
additional lionor and reward of becoming
the father of a large faiily. Five of
his sons becane devoted ininsters of the
Dutch Reforned Chiurch of South Africa,
Four of lis daughters became mninisters'
wives, while anothier daugliter is still the
Principal of a large sclool for girls. One of
the sons, born at Graaf Reiiet on May 9,
1828, was ned Andrew after some of his
kindred. And-it is this Scoto-African with
whon we are now concerned.

The preparation for the work which ]ay
before Mr. Murray is seen even in his boy-
Iood. Wcn his eldest brother was sent to
Aberdeentocoinpletehisclassicaleducetion,
Andrew, then only niie yearsof age, accoi-
panied him. There, while they were
carrying on their studies in the Granite
City, William Burns, afterwards the noble
missionaryin China, was frequentlypreacli-
ing thera, and both be youg imen, enjoy-
ing the best opportunities of intercourse
withs biin, caughît iot a little of his ieroic
lire. After graduation, they went to Hol-
land to complete thir theological education
at the University of Utrecht.

Diligent in study and earnest in Christian
effort, tley were soon the centre of a circle
of zealous disciples, and both took an active
part ii th formation of the students'
missionsary society naned, Tlhy Kingdoin
coma" Association. When tb curriculum
at Utrecht was finisied, they returied ta
South Africa, tho elder brother to becone
first a injister, and ultimately a Professor
in the Dutcltieologicalsemninary of Stellein-
bosch ; the younger, Andrew, to be ap-
pointed to what was then the Britisi
Sovereigiity, and now the Orange Free
State.

Mr. Murray was only twenty years of age
wlien lie was ordained to this work. And
for a long period lie was to be bbc oly
minister in the wide territory ; but lie was
not disiayed. Ho was constantly travel-
ling to all parts of lis vast parish, and
very frequently passed across tise border
isto the Transvaal, whose scattered popula-
tion was thn without any pastoral over-
sight. The people gladly gatlered in
largo iiunibers to worship withi him, gene-
rally iii the open air, sometimes under
sails stretched as a protection fron the
burning sun.

The influence of this activity is felt still
in the wholo province. It was while lue
was thus engaged that Mr. Murray found
a lielpimeet for liimself in the person of Miss
EmniaRutherford, dughberofMr.Howson
S. Rutherford, one of the.leadiing nierchalints
of Cape Town, and well knowni as a stauficli

friend and generous supporter of the Lord's bue days of tîsir tribulation, and becam
work in the whole counfry. It may be associatec with flic Dutdh Reformed
readily believed that it was to no paradisaic Ciurclî.
locality that the young bride was taken, but Ibis ii tiis sphcrc tiat Mr. Murray stil
for the sake of lier husband and the Gospel lives and vorks ivith greet joy and success.
of his Master, she bravely faced and sh-ared Tie people have plainiy inierited bue biess-
all the hardships of life on the frontier. ing prouuised ta tiousands af tii tbet

In 1860 lie received a call to Worcester, love tie Lardand keep lus conandrnents.
an important inland town of Cape Colony, And buis is seau. ii bue fact dit again i
about eighty miles fron Cape Town. It agein th ra b ti
was at this time that the great wave of ai refrcsling and large liarvests af suis
revival which, beginning with America and for buelisgdoiiiof fue Lord. Tiisunder
Ireland, and sweeping o'ver tue Eastern God, is largely due ta tue singic-ieartcd
world, rolled in gladness also over Soubli reslve of bbc pastr ta know notimg
Africa. Tiere was at Worcester a very arng bue people but Christ asd Hi»
niarvellous manifestation of the convincing crucified, ad ta seek aboya ail tiings tse
and convertingpowerof the Spirit of Christ. salvation of souis. No one wvi loolcs et
A multitude of souls were gathered into lis spare, beut forn, asd watcies tie play
tie Kingdomri, and tbc ladils of the Lord's of is deepiy tisugbtful yct ]dndly face,
servants were full of work. cen daubt biit lie is a boni sbudeub. But,

It was while pastor at Worcester that Mr. as a friend af bue present %rriter seys
Murray began to present saine of his utter- "This power la utbcnly subordiuated ta bhe
ances in literary formî. Aiongst the first spiritual purposes of bue canversion and
of his books was a littlo volume entitled, quickcmingofliisliearers. Icannatiagiiie
"Waaromsî gelooft gij iet?" (" Why do Mr. Murray sitting daim ta -rite a goed
you not believe?"), and another nained, sern.. Tiit could nîcer bc lis motive.
" Het nieuw Leven" (" Te Nei Life"), a le wanss ta court or ta bud up hnd cci-
series of counsels ta young Christians who secreto, and everytling clse.is srept out cf
luave lately entered tie nrrow way. Both tie vay ta gain blise ends."
of tiese, and especieilly buie latter, bayet bate ld b a nistake, honever, ta sup-
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been much blessed to manmy, and are still
widely circulated at the CapOa and in Hol-
land. As ire have indicated, they iere
first written in Dutch. So also were two
other volumes whichs le publishsed at this
period, " Abido in Christ" aud " Our
Children for Christ." After reiaining at
Vorcester for- four years, Mr. Murray

accepted a call to Captown, wher e le re-
mained about the samse lengcth of time. The
work ire was felt by hiim to bo encom-
passed by nany difliculties. There were
thrce Dutch churches in tie city, in which,
according ta the mîuetiod still pursued in
Rolland, thrce ninisters praacled in turi.
The arrangement prevented the growth of
tbiat strong pastoral symspathy which Mr.
Murray had hitherto found a most valuable
clemant in his work. He askcd that lue
umiglt have a church and a portion of the
people as his oiicongugr-egetioi. This being
declinued, lue fblt froe to wait for a door of
the Word in another quarter. This at last
came in 1871 through a call to Wellington,
a pleasant town about thirty miles froi
Cape Town, on the part of a congregation
largely comuposed of descendants of Frensci
Huguenot families who liad fled thither in

pose that, successful as Mr. Murray is as a
pastor, hue is a pastor and notlinîg more.
He Is also don a grand work as a Ciris-
tian educationlist. Evemn in his first charge
lie spared mno pains to getgood teachers for
his peoplo. And ie ias pursued the saime
asni over since. This desire ias been ful-
filled with remusaricable succesS us Walling-
ton. Siortly after lis ressoval thither lue
becaeue acquainted with the life and work
of Mary Lyon, of Mount Holyoke Semîin-
ary, in America, and became fired with
the resolve to have a similar institution in
South Africa, whiere the conversion and
Christian education of girls mighlt bo made
the chief ais. " This is whiat I lave
always wanted," said lue. "In sending for
teachers to England and Scotland I have
no security that ithey will understand this
aim, or enter fully into it. I shall send to
America for teaclers." He did so, and,
being fortunate enuough to securo the ser-
vices of Misses Frguson and Bliss, fromn
Holyoke, hc founded in 1874 the Huguenot
Seminary at Wellington, over which these
ladies still preside.

Tiere are about two hundred young
ladies from all parts of South Africa being

educated on the netiods of Mount Holyoke
and in the same spirit. A inuister of te
Dutch Refornied Churcl at Cape Town tells

1 us: " It is diflicult ta say in a feir words
what blessings this institution lias con-
ferred on South A frica, not only by the
education in a Christian spirit of many
hundreds of young ladies, but also by a large
number of thsei havinug become tochers
imubued witi the spirit of the Huguensot
Seminary." "The story of theconversions
and revivals at this institution," irites
another, 'is quite wonderful ; and noiw
there are several schools throughsout tie
country which look to the Huguenot Sein
inary as their nmother, and work on tie
saime principles." The mnost proninsent
feature in the whole. education is the para-
mount importance attacled ta Christian
uissions.

While maintainsing this oversight of his
flock and the Christian schools of tise pro-
vince, Mr. Murray is as niucli as ever bent
on carrying forvard the wrork of evangeliza-
tien. In tis direction he lias lid marvel-
lous blessing. Bis tours an special mis-
siens hlave of late extended not only to
the eastern province of the Colony, but
also to the Free Stato, the Transvaal, and
Natal. And we are informed tiat there
sire ardly any congregations in these dif-
feront States whiere there arc not found
those who now look up ta him as their
spiritual fabier.

Mr. Murray has also established et
Wellington a training seminary for mission-
aries ta the Kaflirs and other tribes.
Here a iuch simpler course of study is rc-
quired than for ordinary pastors. The
students are ordained siiply as mission-
sries, but they do a work which could not
be carried on by any other agency.
Aionsgst Mr. Murray's owil relatives,
also, the imissionary spirit is still being
deeply chorisied. It is but recently that
one of his nephews, Rev. Andrew C.
Murray, lias gone to Lake Nyassa as a
missioiary of tie Dutch Churci, and is to
co-operate iith the other Scotch brethren:
already there.

In connection wiith lis work as an evant-
gelist, one of our correspondents says :
" I thinsk all will admit that tiey
never iear hua ivithcut being stirred up
froms the very foundation, and made to feel
as if tlhey were only beginniiig tie Chris-
tien life, and liad yet to learni what full
trust and consecration ieiii."

It is wriths this saise power bluet lis last
four works, "Like Clsrist," 'WithClhrist,"
"Holy in Christ," and " The Spirit of
Christ," are fraught. All of thei were
written at Wellington, and only after the
topics they deal withs liad been studied and
meditated on, and spoken about at Christian
conferences on subjects akii ta tiem.
One of he nost remarkable of thoso alrecly
issued ias always seemsîed to us to b that
cuititled, ' With Christ in the Schiool of
Prayer." No bool of tie kind in our tii
deserves to be studied iora. Here, also,
Mr. Murray iwrites out of his own experi-
once. This is truc even of his msanifest
leaning towards faitli ii the power of
prayer as an instrument in the he-aling of
physical disceases. Mr. Murray propounds
no doginatie teaching ou tis subject. But,
like C'anon Vilberforce, lie las a crisis in
his life to look back upon, which constrains
hini to keep his hîeart open for growing
liglit on the whole muatter. In a severo
illness in 1879 lue suffered . so nuch
fron a relaxed throat that lie was told
lie would never bo able to use his voico
again. And for tliree years lue was ac-
tually unable to preaci. Subscquently lie
visited England and consulted physicians,
who gave him little encouragement. But
lie was led to reside at Bethshan, and tiere
le opeiied his leart by faitli so fully ta bise
power of the Lord that h ias speedily
restored ; and lue returned ta Africa to
resume not onily his ordinary duties but an
ainount of additional service tiat ias been
c iarvel to all wio knowr himiuu.

Sa lives and works, then, this faitliful
servant of Christ. H las a remsarkcable
power of winning the confidence of mlsenu,
and we leari without surprise that even in
carlier years lie was twice appoinmted a
deputy on important nissions to Englancd
in connection with civil questions in his
country. But the Ciurci is his ciosen
field of work. Moderator of Synod for no
les% than tlree times, lue is lonored and
loved by all his ministerial brotien.-The
Christian.
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