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matter working upon itself? It werc truly wonder-
(ul if the born of the horse's hoofshould fashion it-
sclf into so fita defenso for his foot against the rug

gedness of the roads, on which he has to toil and
travel. Then might even an oyster boast its intel-
Yigent shell, that so opportunely forms itself round
its delicate body, to defend it from filth and friction,
und the devouring attacks of hungry fishes, It is
really humbling to have to-notice such free think-
ing dotage and mental aberrations.

We are then brought back from dead unthink-
ang matter to a distinct intelligent principle, which
ave are thus forced to acknowledge ; but which our
infidel Theorists were secking to avoid.  Shall we:
then to humour them, allow matter to be at least|
«oeval with this principle ; though we have al-
veady proved that © be an absurdity ? If we
wven did so, inwhat would they be the gainers?
*They have still left in all his drendful nught and;
wajesty the same supreme being to judge and con-!
demu them for their guilt.  Where then 1s the ad-|
vantage to them, or what is the necessity of ack-|
nowledging matter to oe eternal?  Orare we, with-|
onut any possible reason or motve, to make so blind-
v bold an assertion ?  If this is ther boasted phi-
dosophy, it is evidealy the philosophy of fools ;
wivich no one in Lis nght senses wonld listen to for|
<1 moment.

Iuced not therefore enter into any further argu-,
qaent, to shew  the extravagant absurdity of such
21 hypothesis. DMy observations are directed only
o comunon sense, without any wish to dive into
abstruse  reasonings on a subject, which indeed !
«ics not require them : though there are not want-!
sz able authors, who have camried their proofs
“ipon this score nearly as far as the human intel-
3.+ can fullow them.

1,7t us next consider for  moment the other no- |
<able assertion, that the soul herselfis material.—
{1 should begin by asking those, who hold such an
- opmon, why they have chosen to adoptit ; and
. awhat their views are in maintaing it so strenuously. .
Xs it not evidently from the wih 3 s and in the hope;
Ao convince themsclves that they may escape the
*punishment of their giilt ; to lull their ever chiding
<« science. and blunt the scorpion sting of inward
«unlling remorse ; by  reasonng thcmsdvcs, if thcyl
«ould, into the bchcf that their souls are but matier,
<estructible and  donmed to perish > Thus, whdc'
Ahey assert matter te be eternal, only in order 10,
v md the terror of an offended God 3 they at the
_:mpwme, with surprizing inconsistancy, but xn;
eonformity with the dictates of common sense, |

d

snaintair it to be perishable ; and on this opposite!
prnciple they ground  all their Lopes of future im-l
punity : for, ifnot, then i would ask them again,
where i3 their gain, by supposing the soul material,,

!Ithe soal,

ble here for what she does amiss, even by the in-
ward, puinful and abashing sense of shame ; by
regret, sadness, remorse and deepair: or, should the
guilty succeed in exstinguishing in their minds by
long habit in vice allsense of horror at their wick-
ed and infimous deeds; at any rate by the very

pain of disease, the frequent consequences of their
dissolute conduct 3 by sickaess even, and suffer-

ingsofevery kind, to which in their present state
they find themselves occasionally subjected ; they
may learn, in spite of their FHypothesis, that 1y
their souls, whether material or not, are punishabley
here, and subjected to-pain, so they may be in
another state of existence hereafter.  Here again

iithey are drawn back by the very means they had

planned for their eseape, to that adjudging princi-
ple of intelligence ; whose dreaded grasp they en.
deavour so-to shun j and they are shewn that, a8
they must bear its chastizing influence in this life, |,
so may they have to feel its more rigourously ex-
erted influence in a life fo come.

But some will have it only the body that feels 5
and whenit has lost its vital warmth, after ceasing|i
to breathe, that all its %elings and sufferings are at
an end. Itis but building castles in the air, to
make supposition unsupponcd by known frets, of'
probable arguments. 'We often see-the body dur-
ing life, asbut the orgu of a distinct and thinking
principle, erlivened or depressed, by mere mental
afféction ; originating not in eny accident or alle-
ration in its own state; but in that of its reflecting
and invisible manager and mover.  Itreddens with !
shame ; and grows pale with apprehension. It
smiles or dances with inward joy ; or droops deject-
cd, shedstears, and offen wails aloud, not from any

jurt it sustains, or painit sufiers, but from deep
ithought and uhstruse -cogitation.
teimpse of hope,which has o reality but in thought-

How a faint

! ful anticipation, can brighten up its looks, dry up
Itits tears, and still its larmentations on suzh mourn-
full occasions! And after all these evidences of 2
distinc! principle from the body, is it rafional to
suppose this last the only onc that suffers and feels.
Why, inthis supposition should not the body, still
remaining afier death, feel and suffer as before ?
Because its animating, principleis fled ; something|!
they must own, infinitely excelling what it has left
""behind ; and essentially different from its perisha-
ble organ of clay ; which, as henceforth useless:
ito it, inils new state of existence ; it drops on
“taking its flight to the region of spirits ; leaving it
to moulder away and mingle withits native earth;
till the Omnipotent, who made,and linked it with

bliss or misery interminable. It is therefore the
“soul, a distinct principle from the body, thatsuffers|;
Hand feelsin this life, and which may cqually orji

waice, if not desiructible and perishable, as m:nu.r,”
rt may still exist after death ; and it so, why mayit
1ot be subjeeted to all the pmmhmem 1t deserveso
{or havirz acted iu this I agninst  the strong felt|
oralsense of justice and virtue, implanted in Ulc(

more intensely be made to suffer and feelin o state
of separation from its cacthly organ ; “which had|

restore it to her in a state of merifedk

her prescnt state? and stil}, though by the mediun

of her organ. the body, she feels all the scorching;
effect of moterial fire, aswell as all the pleasing or
painful influence of the materia} clements surround-

ling her. As God has tied her thus down o the
eartly, so may he chain her down o fire: and link

‘horif "he choouses, to her own merited torment, for
who can say what he can, or cannot do* with his

creatures? Or shall manwith his short-sighted

rensonings presume to limit his infinite power; or
sct bounds to his inscrutable justice? All wo know
fromthe certain idea we have of his justice and
gvodness, is, that he will inflict no punishment on,
{the soul, which she herself is not at the ime con
sciousof baving deserved, That his wish in cre-
ating hor was to have rendered her finally bhappy,
for which purpose, without forcing her will, the
free choice of which was towconstitute her merit or
demerit in this lifo; he afforded her more or less the

Jueans, if well improved, ofsecuring to herself that
perfect bliss, for whichhe had ealled ber into be-
ing. —Lwoking, 22 b does, from eternity to eterni-
ly, he forgsaw, if you will, herfate, and permitied
tit. But his foresight no mare caused that fate, than

lmy seeing any action done causes that action tg

‘mke place. s hetheu, as infinitely good, obliged

to prevezt it? But he is infinitely just, as well as

infinilely good; and owesto his rational and im-
mortalcreatures the display of his dreadful as well
as amiableattributes. Besides, where were that
full freedom of willing and choosing betwixt good
and evil, granted fo biy creatures, after warning
them sufficicutly as to the choice they should make
whichho does by the internal moral sense itnplent-
ed in them, as well as by external’ means; should
he thus preclude the possibifity of their choosing
wrong?

i This, kowwver, is an awful mystery, not fartber
tobescunded by the human intelle.t, but sufficient-
Iy grounded on all the proofs adduced in support

‘ ofthe Christian Revelation; proofs, whichthe great-
est and wisest of nankind have considered as un-

!answercd and unanswerable; and therefore con-

{ clusive on the subjectin the opinion of all, who rea-

"son as they ought, not on bare suppositions or fan-

i ciful theories; but on what we actually feel, and o1
matters of fact.

I need not here stop to expose the absurd con-
‘sequences of the ridiculous Aypothesis, which I
'hmc been refuting; or to prove the folly of the at-

tempt to account for the very thoughts and volitions

'of the human mind, by the curlings, for instance,

'of a vapor; the corruscations orscintillations of an

‘cthcrial spark; or the various conglomerations,

[

jevolutions, separations, or conjunctions of material
'particles, all whica has been abundontly held
'forth to public ridicule by those who have conde-
'scended to follow such argumcalative maniacs

llhx'ough all the perploned and bewildering mazes
!' of their random conjectures, T shall therefore con

‘beenadapted to i for the temporary purposes of “s' ‘clude with a quotation from an ingenious author.

“short sojourn in this placc of probation.

Yethow, it isoften asked, can a spirit, not mat-|

patuculaﬂy adapted toour present purpose, that of
'demonstsating the absurdity of the supposition that

snind of every one 5 and what we may justly call 'ter, be punishable, according to the gospel Ih:cat,‘ thic soul is material,

vwfnetingt of reacon,  Fer if the soul i< mmw!n-‘

Butis not the soul a spirit in

o8

with material fire?

«¢ Sho cannot be material, the soul, that caplodg



