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ON MIRACLES.
Nisi signa et prodigia videritis, non ereditis.
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. nless you see signs and wonders, you will not belteve.
Johaiv. 48.

T'ue nobleman mentioned in the gospel, who bc-'

-aught our Saviour to go down and heal his son,
Lad nota proper faith in Jesus Christ, till he saw
Lis child mirnculowsly cured : foronly thendid ke
kimself belicce und his whole house. Our Saviour
therefore said to bim, when he made his request :
Unless you see signs and wonders, you believe not.
By these words he gives us to under.tand that our
faith in him should not be always reauiring new
~igus and wonders to confirm it. And heletus
huow by his conduct on this occasion, that, having
once given miraculous evidence of the truths of his
doetrine, we are not to expect, as ofien as we could
wish, to sve such evidence renewed: but that we
are to rely on the testimony of those  who at first
have witnessed suchevidence.  He was aware t] at
what is too common, however wonderful it may be,
is apt to make but litthe impression on our minds; as
st happened in effect with the Israelites of okl 5 who
were atlast so little moved at the sight of the pro-
digics performed by Moses, because they had be-
vome frequent and ordinary. He therefore meant
tu reserve misacles as rare and,strihing proofs of fus
dnctrine, to be manifested when and i what man-
ner he in his infinite wisdomn might think fit.

The Pharisoes, though they had the tcstimony of]
1he whole Jewish nation, that was daily witnessing
the miracles wrought by Jusus Christ ; would not
however content themselves with this testimony 3
but were cver caling upon him by soine new sign
to prove to them his Divinity. ‘Their curiosity,
more than any desire of knowing the truth, promp-
ted them to make these demands ; and therefore our
Lord did not chouse to comply with their request.—
This wicked and adulterous generulion,says he,
seeks o sign: and no sign shall be given
to them, but the sign of Jonas the prophet, Matt,
Xii. 89.  As they prided themselves in their know-
ledge of the law and the prophets, he referred them
to those, by whom hc was so clearly foretold and
prefigured.  Migacles, it would seem, he jntended
more as proofs to the heathens and ignorant, who
had not sucls *qqgucsﬁonablc evidence, as they.—
S:arch the scriptures, said he to them, in which you
think {o have life everlasting : and these are they
that bear testimony of me. 3ohn v. 29,

King Herod also knew by the common report of
the nation that our Savior performe 1 the most wor-
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derful prodigies ; and  therefore vejoived at his be-
ing sent o him by Pontius Pitate, in hopes of]
secing him work sume miracle before him,  But our
"Lord did  not choose to gratity his vain curiosity.
1For it was not certainly to auy proot of his doc-
trine that Herod wished to have seen amiracle per-
forund.  He had such proof sufficiently by ieport.
Nor did he ever doubtof our Saviour’s power to
work such wonders 3 else he would not have mad.
hitnself so sure of sceing one wrought by him.—
Herod therefore believed in the miracles of Christ,
without believing in Christ ; which clearly shews
that even sigas and wonders may not always en-
force conviction. It were wrong therefore to de-
sire themn, while we have more than sufficient ev-
idence of our faith besides, in the testimony of all
Christians in every generation since his time. It is
this testimony precisely that our Lord wishes us to
ground our faith upon;and he therefore declares
that he who will not hear the Church, is to be look-
ed upon gsa hcathen and a publicen.  Matth. xviil.
17. Whileat the same time he blames those who
wish to have their faith confivined by signs and
wonders. Unless you see signs and wonders you
belicve not.

I would lelieve. says the Infidel, in the mysterics
of the Christian Religion, did I myself but see such
wonders wrought, in their confirmation, as those
I find recorded in the scriptures. Thus would he
arrogantly prescrit. to the Deity the terms on
which he would ci use to admit his sacred and in-
fallible word for the truth.  Stillinight this be so far
excusable, had he no other sure proof left him, than
that of miracles.  But can he desire a more forci-
ble and convincing proof than the unanimous testi-
mony ofall nations ever since our Savieur’s time ?
Let him name, if he can, that single fact in history,
which has such incontrovertible evidencein its fa-
vour- Indced,were he to believe nothing without
such evidence, how few things would he then be-
lieve! Yetsuch is the inconsistency of our free
thinkers, that they who call in question facts so
well authenticated and facts so very important, that
on their admission or rejection our eternal happiness
depends ; make not the least difficulty tocredit, on
the testimony ofafew heathen authors, facts of]
small or no consequence whatever. The exploits
of an Alexander, the wisdom ofa Socrates or a
Plato, &c. are never once doubted of. Yetcan
such for a moment, however unquestionable, be
thought supported by an equal authority with the
doctrine, miracles, death, resurrection and ascen-
ston of Jesus Christ.

Still if they require signs grd wonders to confirm
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their faith in him, they have them of the most
striking kindin that very church which he has ¢~-
tablished, and whose authority they despise. The)
have them in the manner in which she was pre-
pagated over all the carth jand  in the wanuer w
which she still continues to subsist.

The manner of her propagation is certainly,
the eycs of every rational and thinking perzon.
the wonder of wonders, and the greatest of nurw-
cles :and it proves the divinity ofher jounder a<
much as all Ius other miracles, For had he beer.
less than God, how differently would he have pre-
pared for such a prodigious enterprise > Anen-
terprise which aimed at nothing less than over-
throwing all the received ecrroneous opinions and
external modes of worship, as well of his own nz-
tion, which alone had the knowledge of the tru.
God, as of all the other natiens of the earth 5 whah
opinions and modes of worship were sanctione.!
and defended by the laws of the several counties
in which they were received ? Yet to shew ot
he required no human or natural means to brng
about so great an event, for thirty years of his hi:
he remained retived from the world, working with.
his reputed father at the carpenter trade : and,
during the other three years of his life, when he
applicd himself more particularly to this work, how
dil he betake himselfin order to accomplish it ?
What sort of men did he make choice of for his as-
sociatesinit? Twelve poor fishermen, withoui
learning, riches, friends or interest. These he
meant to oppose to all the learned, the ecloquent,
the rich and mighty ones in theworld! And how
did he sav, were they to prevail> By suffering
and dying! That they have prevailed, we know.
That they could have prevailed was evidently im-
possible, had he not Men God, who sent them ;
especially as they taught a doctrine so disagreable
to fleshand blood, against which the pride andsel-
suality of maukind must haverevolted, as it sull
continues to revolt. He foretold them both the
opposition they should meet with from the world,
and their success.

The Jewsare the first to take the alarm.  The
most learned among them conspire against him.—
He is reviled and persccuted ; and at last, as Le
hnd foretold 1o his disciples, delivered up by the
whole people to be crucified. Butwhen I am ez-
alted, says he, Lwill draw allthingsto myself ; oi-
luding as the Evangelist says, to what manner of
death hewas to die.  What man could speak with
such certainty of what was to happen after his
death, and with such indifference so very crucland

ignomisiousadcath, as that he foresaw he wag
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