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o From the U. 8. Catholic Maguzine,
'ROBERT SOUTHWELL, §. J. (1595.)
W, 0, ww;n, ADTHOR OF * THR LIFN AND YTMES OF SIR THOS. MORE," ETC.

~ "% And smit with feelings of the olden days,
Revive the music of neglected lays.”
T ‘ Daniel, (1595.)

N [conTINGED)
LIt may be well to pause for 8 moment, and take a view
3" the state of the English Catholics at this period. We
all thus be able to form some idea of the position of
"!gs when §outhwellentered upon his mission. Upon
“‘ Promulgation of the penal statutes, many of the Cas
.mésﬁa‘oizght,;with their families, an asylum beyond
i’f.}na. "Their lands and}?pqupe‘rty were imméediately
i%ed by the crown, and given or sold at low prices to
x‘%followers of the court. 'The Catholics who remain-
é" may be divided into iwo classes :—first, those who,
«Pecape the penalties attended “occasionly at the estab-
m‘d service, and endeayored (o elude the charge ‘of
-Jpoerisy, by maintaining, from the words of the queen’s
foclamation, that such atiendance was with them no-
ing more than'the dischiarge of a civil duty, an expres.
Yion of their obedience $p the letter of the law, and se-
Mudly, those and happily the far greater number, whose
Muscientieus ‘scruples were not content with such an
Masion, They kept aloof from a worship which they
Mporoved, and were in consequeiice compelled to pass
"il“‘i_{ lives in solitude aud alar. They lay at the
i’ﬁé}"of enemies, or ill-disposed neighbours ; they were
2L watched by the pusiivants, a name invented for a
bgrel breed, a something betwixt the spy aad - the
rag0d\hound ; they were liable at any hour to be hur-
1 befoe the courts of high commission, to be interros
*Wéi pon eath how often they hud been at church,
hg,-"'heri and where they had received the sacraments ;
be condemned as recusants (refusers to atiend a
‘Q"ch),m be fined and imprisoned, or as persous re:
‘}m-, iled 1o the “church to forfeiture and imprisonment
. -;“‘_@-" Thie terror of these laws were renewed every
o bj,f proclamation, calling upon the magistrates, the
0P8 , and the ecclesiastical commissioners, to redou-
\i: ‘heu- vigilance, and enforce the laws respecting re-~
‘&lg-'."F?;‘ P‘rivu'e houses were searched to discover priests,
P‘zfgons' assisting at mass. *‘The foreign ambassadors
" Cotpelled to make complaint of the violation of
‘M‘: bnvileges, by the intrusion of  purswivants into
S, Private chapels 5 and even the female head of the
™ '°h herself, in order to set a;good example, occasion-
m‘;%descended to examine recusants, and to commit
Ty ' prison, when denounced to her in the course of
i ¢ TOBresses ; nay more, we shall find her stooping
¥ as te correspond with the scamps and ruffians,
' ;b :?q:; tll:e :xel of pursuivants, were paid {or doing
N rk o aw. '
Yoy Opening of the year 1581 was marked by new
by ;Saactments.” When tho parliament assernbled,
Ministers called on the two houses for laws of great-
L Verity, "« 1o defeat the devices of the Pope, who

o "*‘t Jesunts into the realm, to preach a corrupt doc-

£

‘;ﬁishd 10 80w seeds’ of sedition.”' Every mewsure

o they proposed w.u‘:l_"egdi'ly adopted. It was emact”
h:"' that all persous possessing, or pretending to
N'm':w,or_ 0 exercise the power 9&‘ - absolving (und ue

B was taken of the ambiguity. of this term), or

of withdrawing others from the established religion, or
suffering themeelves to be so withdrawn, should, togetb. |

er with their procurers and councillors, suffer the penal-

ties of high treason : secondly, that the punishment for

saying mass should be increased to the payment of two
hundred marks, and one year’s imprisonment ; for hear~
ing mass, to one hundred marks, and imprisonment for
the same period : thirdly, that the fine for absence from
church should be fixed at twenty pounds per month(the
calender month); and that if the absence were prolong-
ed to an entire:year the recusant should be obliged to
find two securities for his good behaviour in two hun-
dred pounds each: and fourthly, that.to prevent the
concealment of priests as tutors or school masters in
private families, every person acting in such capacity,
without the approbation of the ordinary; should be liable
to a years imprisonment, and the person who employed
him, to u fine of ten pounds per moanth.

During the course of ‘this (1681) and the (ollowing
year; the names of all the recusants ia each parish,
amounfing to above fifty thousand, had been returned
to the council ; the magistrates were- repeatedly blamed
for their want of activity and success, and the prisons.
in every county were filled with persons suspected as
priests, or delinquents against one or other of the penal
laws. Noman could enjoy security, even in the pris
vacy of his own house, where he was liable at all

hours, but generallyin the night, to be visited by a magis-

trate at the bead of an armed mob. At a signal given,the
doors were burst open, and -the pursuivants, in separate
divisions, hastened to the diflerent apartments, examined,

the beds, tore the tapestry and wainscoting from the

walls, forced open the clasets, and.mads every search

which their ingenuity coyld suggest, to discover either.
a priest, or bouke, chalices, or vestments, appropriated.
to the Catholic. worship. To resist or to remonstrate,,

was only to provoke additional aggression. All the. in.,

males were [nterrogated ; their persons were searched,
under the pretextthat superstitious articles might belcon-.

cealed among their clothes ; aud there are inatances on

record of females of rank whose reason and lives were

endangered from the brutality of the officers.

The new and valuable addition of Dodd’s Church his-
tory, for which we are indebted to the industry, and, re«
search of Reve Mr, Thierney, enables us ta particular-
ize some of the *“ searches,” and other putrages against
the Catholics here epoken of. The reader will be pleas-
ed to see an instance or two. ‘The first is from Father
Garnet's ¢ Report” to the general of the order. *sQp
one occasion the sheriff of Northumberland having. fired,

one of the beacons of the country and raised a body of}.

140 men, proceeded, in the dead of night, to invest
the three Catholic houses of Dissinglon, . Rowchester,
and the Grange. At daylight the search began. Dis-
sington the property of the Ogles, was first 'assailed ;
Rowchester, the residence of the Rutherfords, and the
Grange, that of the widow Lawson, followed ; and be-
fore the close of the day, each of the three residences
had been subjected o the violence of these legalized rufs
fians. In the two last, however, the heads of the (amily
had eluded the vigilance of the searchers. To complete
their work, the party returnéd early the following morn-
ing to Rowchester, and having taken up free quarters
in the house, announced their determination to remain,
till Rutherford and his wife should appear. ‘They had,

'however, concealed themselves in one of the hiding'

;pl_fa;ces of the mansion:*: But- hungerand confinement
‘at:Jength subdued their resblution, *"The voice of M.
Rutherford, beggingio be-releassd, ‘betrayed the place
of " their confwihh‘em ; the ‘door which was' unfasten-
ed from within, wds fluog - open, &nd thé eaptives,
‘half dead from éxhaustion, ‘wére“bi‘ought’ forth, and ifh.
mediately hurried off to”prison: ‘A similar attempt o
sectrd Mra, Lawson, at'the.Gfange, ‘Was less successfut,
but other captives ‘épdédily made” amkiids for the disap.
[ pointment ; and & geheral searchthroughthe three @bifn.
ties of )jonhumbérlanﬁ, Durham and: York; at onceé 1o~
rified the Catholics, and gratificd the ‘avarice and ma-
liguity of the pursiivants, As the latter approached,
the former fled from their dwellings, to seek a:refuge
wherever they might offer, Many were taken’; thers
scarcely mote fortdinate, only escaped from the hdnds-of
their persecutors; ‘to obtain a doubtful asylum in'“the
woods or caves' diid ‘dmidst the fastnesses'of -the Hills.
Youth; and miitthood, “infincy and age, the’ pregign
‘mother. .and “tHe "imid ‘ ddughter, ‘alike werd dtfiby
forth (o the inclémenty ‘of the heavens, and for a perfod
of nearly aix weeks, ndmbers were glad 1o find s sRel-
ter in tents constiructed for the oidasion in*some 'siiies-
tered spot, or 1 Hidé ‘themselves with the ‘toad Hrid'the
lizard amang som rufirs ué their neighbourhood affordda.”
The above is abfidged Trom the Latin original, pfetéty-
ed ag_nop'g'thg valddble MSs, at Btodyhurst: © 00

., Our next ¢:5,5;;1’<:§‘ is fi fom aiyﬁther “ Report"” ;bfﬁi‘flﬁev
Gnenet, 1o his superior, deseriptive of a gearch madgin
(the. hause of a respectable family of the naine Sf ‘Fiol-
lape.  «Qa the’appearance of the pur_sui\ianls',;ihé’iﬁﬂéad
of the family, his wife, son, grand-daughtsr, ‘and iwo

]

maid. soryants hasily  concedled themselves, leating
every thing in the caje of a trusty female domesie.
Disappoinged in" their immediate object of seizing the
family, the first care of tﬁg{fg 1cers was to plu‘g'dé;_‘tb
house; ibe next to, discover the  hiding placs, of! the
indivicuala ‘whose, good fortpne had. enpbled them, to
eluda- their pyrsuit,; For.two,whole days together,; dus-
ing which the party, i concgalment remaived, without
food the pursyivants conginued the search, .They com-

' pared the extarijor ‘dig\e;pgig‘n;r (.)fj,tbe building with the

intorior ; they sounded the walls and the floors ; they lis-
tened 1o every noise ; they endeavored by every arlifice
to surprise the fugitives into a hetrayal of their hidjng
Pplace; dos was it until bafiled at. every point, and algea-
dy in possession of plate, linen, clothes,. and almosy
'every valuable, and postable-agticle on the premises, that,
at the close of the second day, they relugtantly abandon.
ed: their enerprise.” L Co

How exactly does Father Gerard’s account of another
of thess senrches correspoad w.ith the abave. ** What
'a thing it jis,” says he, #for a Catholic gentleman. to
have his house besst:on all sides with a numuer of arm-
ed men, both horse and foot; and not only his house
and gardens, and such enalosed: places all beset, baj al)
the highways belayed for some miles near him, 6o thas
nore shall pass without beiig examined ! Then too,
these searches are'often so: rude and barbarous, that if
the doors ‘be ‘not opened [the. instant. they wish ta eater,

’ LTy — T SRS NN
["®it the trial of. Fathier Garnet, the earl of Northamptoa
declared that thé ‘places of rendézvous of thie Cathblits; were

“like the hﬂp:' 's mest, 20 which there is no traging . the
bird.” We; fad tho o image in aid Dddlojong. —
" “Tam afraid.hé has the lapwing's cunning,
"That' c{rie'q the most when thrthiest frot her nest.»
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