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ary, and that the brethren who have
so long carried on thoir obstructive
poiicy will take advantago of the op-
portunity to be presontod this month.
of showing that their better judgrnent
has returned, and that past issues are
buried deopiy.

]3ro. Malono having givon one reason
for non-attendance at lodges, said :

IlI found stili another cause'for the
non-attendanco of members. I asked a
Master recently, when visiting bis
lodge, where sorno of rny oid friends
were, friends whorn 1 knew wero con-
stant lu their attondance some years
ago. Ho repiied that they had become
disÉusted with the mean actions of mon
wborn they were obliged to cali breth-
ren, mon Who neyer should have seen
tho inside of a Xlasonic Lodgo, who
had no more idea; of Masonie principles
and duties than the child unborn, Who
when tbey became unable to carry out
their owu) selfishi aims and wishes, con-
stituted themselves 'Masonic Wreck-
ers' andl by the improper use of the
black bail were slowly but sureiy kili-
ing the lodgo. Uornteyfor the
lodge, there is no romedy; those glionîs
hunt in couples genorally, keep their
infamous secret locked within their
breasts, and persevere in thoir evil
course, even though it topples thoir
house over their heads. The once
prosperous iodge resembles a human
frame, once 'lealthy, active and strong,
but now in which. some incurable dis-
easehlas fastened its fangs. Medical
skill evails nothing. lIt wastes before
your eyes and you are power]ess to
save it. I used the expr.ession 'lin-
propor use of the black bail,' as the
propor and conscientious use of it will
do more to elevato the toue and stand-
ing of the socioty than ail the preach-
ing and moralizing which. can fali from
the lips of your instructors.

«What I complain of is the improper
use made of the great power with whicli
the brother is pntrusted. This is deli-
cate ground'to tread on, as 1 arn not'to
ho judge of my brother's actionslor

whetber hie cast the bail for or
for evil. But I do alfirm thaLi, ho
cast'the same from puroly selfish. mo-
tives, or on account of -à private pique
or quarrel .with the candidate, ôr some
of the inembers, orinordor to bo reven-
ged on some of the officers, or *mem-
bers, or if bis intention is to wreck the
lodge, on account or' election disap-
pointment, thon neither Masonic law
nor usage has conferred on him any
such, power, and I have a perflect riglit
to raise my voice lu condleination of
his actions. His conscience wili nover
sting hini. His obligations with hie
master and bis bret•iren will ne-rer oc-
cur to hlm unless some brother paints
bis picture in the darkest coloring.

IlThose who are the victinis of this
misplaced. confidence are something like
the fanmer, wbo finding a snake by the
roadside stiffened with the cold and
frost brought it to bis home and placed.
it near Lhe fireside to thaw out, but
who on coming to life showed its grati-
tude by stingîng one of the chiidren,
whereupon the fanrer inimediateiy
aroso and killed it. Tho suake that
you have taken iu out of the cold world
and warmed into life and prosperity by
your loving klndness and brothbenIy
sympathy and assistance, is kiiling you
with bis poison instead of you castilng
him ont into outer darkness. He is
aptiy described by Robert Pollock as
follows :-' Ho is a man who stole the
iivery of the court of Hea-ven to serve
the devil in,' and again, uPam
65.21. 'The words .f misnith were
smoother tihan butter, but war was in
bis heart.' Irrespective of the damage
ho is infiicting en the lodge, what right
bas ho to injure the obaracter and
standing of the candidate in th -e com-
munity at large 'i Ho may not even
know the aspirant, but for some base
motive ho gives hlm a cowardly stab,
the knowiedge of wbicb will soc'n be
public property. Yes, îDrethren, I
know whereof 1 speak, public property
ià tbe idea 1. wish. to convey. I agreeo
wiLh you, the regulations and ruies of
our O rder prohibit such actions, but
nevertheless you and I know, *that these


