
TITE OANiDI4N OBA1FTSMAN.

FRITZ J{OBUS' DINNEJI.
T Cae hete. Listen. Two groechens for

Ludwig took the grosehens, thrust tbem
dbep into his poeket, andi passed bis band under
Lis nose, as machi as ta say-good?

'IGo to FrederiCz Schultz, in the Rue Plat
d'Etain. andi ta Professor Haan, at the Cigogne
botel; do yenu nderstand?"

Ludwig bent tiown his heati sutidenly.
I"Teil themn Mr. Fritz Kobus invites themi to

dinner nt 5 precisely."
"Yes, Mr. Kohus."
"Stop; gj, ta the Rabbi Davidi aiso, and say

that 1 expect him at 6 o'cloek, for coffee. Now,
off!"

Ludig dlescendeti the stairs like a shot.
Kobus saw him, an instant after, fiying over

the roati; ho wvas gone. The hutler, Katel,
was still standing thero.

"IListen, Katel. 1 waiit yeu ta go ta the
2market at once. Select the best fish andi
gaine. Anything especially ehoice y ou wil
Luy, withont regard ta price, il hs ossetial
only that it rnnst lie the best. I w ili set the
table and select the wino; you take the
kitchen entirely-. lut iurry, forlIarn certa;ii

I>oessor Speck andi ail the other town gour.
mets are alrGady there, snapping up the choice

After the departure of~ Katel, Fritz enterait
he kitchen and iightoel the canClc; bic waqted
te inspeet bis vanit andi choose somo olti bot.
ties of wine for the fete. Hie descendeti with
the cantile Li bis haud, Vie bunci of keys in
ls poeket andi the basket on bis arm. Low
under a sts.lrway lie oponed the door of a
caye. It was a very dry oid Cave, and the
Mvals, covereti with saltpeter, shono like
erystal-the cava of the Kobuses 150 yoars
before whiere the grandfatker, NihInIat
corne for the first timo with the Mark--
t>rpner y7i8.

At the flrý;t turn, anti as hie was about ta
enter the secOnd cave--the oave of the bot-
ties-ie, stinped. ta eniiff the Candie, which
tie did i bis fingers, Ieivlng forgott"n
the snuif s-and after ha«ing put bis foot
on the snuffing lie edvanced with a lient
baetk under a littie vaulted cave eut in the
g»*ç. At the endi of the entrance hç openeti
a second <tSar, shut by an enormnous pad-
Reck: ail covereti with dnst, strai.rhtened bis
tmek again and joyotisly erieti: "Ahi ahi
JRere we arel1" and bis w~ice resounded
tbrough anl the hikh gray veuit. At the
amne thae a bilack cat clutchlng the wall
sprang te the window, its green eyes g)ea--
tng, and Save i tself by springing acroqss
the Rue Coin Brie. This c4,ve. the best of
Igunebourg, wqs Pav.tV eut in the rock wnd
(or the res.t -a conistructed of enormeus

ofS stone. It Wa flot very large, hav-
gy twenty fret of depth tg fifteen in

width, but it was higli, sieparated in two
by a lattice and shut by a door, aiso of
lattice; the whole length was sheJlved, and
on tbe shelves wepe the bottles, arranged in
admirable order.

They lad been there ail these years from
l' 30 ta 1840. The light af three windows in
the lattice sparkled against the botties tin an
agrceabio andi picturesque fashion. Kobus
e ý'ered; ho carrieti a basket made of water
wi:iow with cornpartments lntended ta hold a

ýLtle eac-1. Hoe set the basket on the gronnd
,al lild t1ie (" aile higli. The sigît of aiu

these goo. v. .es; qome in bine seals, the
otbers lu cases or h:A , 'toPn d hlm and hoe
said ta himseif:

"If the poor olti people wh, ,-,-rs ago,
with ail their wisdomn and per )n put
aside these gooti wines-if they , orne
back, 1 arn sure they wouli lie coiiu, L " 1ý
seme followlng their oxample, anti wonld
finti me wortby ta $ucceeti thein in the world.
Yces! they wvouid ho satisfieti I Those three
ro.s there I bave filied, and, 1 say it myself,
witli discernment. 1 have always taken the
pains ta go ta the vineyard niyself and treat
witlî the vinedressers in the face of the tubs
themaselves. Anti for the care of thc vanît 1
an i nt any more saving of myself than 1
shonii lie; and these wines bore, although
t bey are y ounger than the others, are not of

Iany iniferior qka:ty; tlîey wi age andre
place their prsdecessors. It is thus that the
gcod olti traditions are rnaiîîtainied andi de-
velop flot only as gooti but hetter things in
famillies. Ycs, if the olti Nieholas Kobus, the
grandfather of Franz iSepel, and my own
father, coulti corne back anti tasto these wlnes
tbey w oulti ho satisfieti with their son. Thoy
wonld say lie bias the saine %vistion anti the
sanie virtues as ourselves. Uuibapply they
eanot return; ut is donc 1 donc! 1 inust re-
place tbem ail in ail. It is sati ail the sanie;
thcy were so 'prudent anti sucli gooti livers 1
To think they canIt even taste a glass of tleir
ouý nçwinie anti yet rejoice ini soeiiag the Lord
anti His anigeis! Weii! welll wvo are ail the
sarne; w e ail corne ta the sanq, enti, sooner or
later, anti while we are bore we are wise if w.
profit by the gooti things set hefore us."

After these meiancholy rellecttans Kohus
busieti hirnself la choosing the wines which
they u-auld drink. on the ci labels hoe read
"Markohrnnner of 1798, Affenthai of 1804;n
"Johannisberg of the Capuehins," saiti lie,
then straightening up, and, clacking lia
taa"ue, ho liteti a bottie covereti with dugt
anTput it la the basket

'Il knowv that wine," saii lio, aad ho took
one moment ta reflect on the Capuchins of
Hunehourg, who, in 1792, axrived at Custlne4
abandoning their caves te escape the French
pillage. Hlis grantifather, Franz, lied re-
oeiVEd 200 or SM bottieS frein t.heil. The&i
ta COMPiete IÀS basket, ho said. LiThere la
enough, biest yet another bottie of Capuoblfl.


