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CORRESPONDENCE.

POST-GRADUATF. COURSES.

PRESIDENT LOUDON WRITES ABdUT
THOSE AT TORONTO UNIVERSITY.

To the Editor of the Gazetle :

SIR,—My attention has been called
to the following paragraph which ap-
peared in your issue of the 17th
inst. :(—

¢ The abandonment of the post-
graduate courses at Toronto Univer-
sity for lack of support is a serious re-
flection on the usefulness of that in-
stitution. That out of the hundreds
of graduates the University turns out
every year only two should think it
worth while to continue their studies
beyond the limited courses required
for a degree seems to indicate a de-
plorable lack of the desire for know-
ledge. A diploma does not signify
that a man knows everything, but that
he has been taught how to learn. A
university whose students do not want
to learn anything more must be set
down as a partial failure.”

I may remark that I was very much
surprised, not only by the erroneous
nature of the statements contained in
this paragraph, but also by the very
unfriendly nature of the inferences
based thereon. With your permis-
sion, I desire to refer briefly to the
matter in your columns.

1. The regular courses of instruc-
tion on the part of our faculty are
limited to the work of the undergred-
vates. Much of this work is, how-
ever, of such an advanced character
that it corresponds to what is styled
post-graduate work in many of the
universities of this continent.

2. We have quite recently establish-
ed the degree of Ph.D., for research
work. An essential condition for the
awarding of this degree is that the

candidate shall publish an approved
thesis embodying the results of an
original investigation. No regular
courses of instruction are provided for
candidates for thic degree, as it is as-
sumed that they will be competent
through previous training to proceed
with their work with oanly occasional
advice and assistance from their pro-
fessors. At least two years’ attend-
ance and study at a university (one
of which must be at the University
of Toronto), are also required. The
standard for the degree is so high that
the number of candidates will in all
probability not be large.

3. For some years we have had
students returning to us after gradua-
tion for the purposes of further study,
eventhough wehavenot had heretofore
the inducement ot 2 doctor’s degree
to offer them. They still come to us,
and their numbers aro increasing an-
nually. Last year we had fourteen
such graduate students. This year
we have already in all twenty-nine
graduate students. Of these, four
have registered for the degree of
Ph.D., and are regularly proceeding
with their work; fifteen are doing re-
search work which will count for the
degree of Ph.D. if they decide to reg-
ister ; whilst ten are taking under-
graduate courses, thus supplementing
the knowledge already required of
them at their B.A. examination.

4. It is but fair also to our gradua-
tes and to the university to state that
in addition to these twenty-nine grad-
uate stadents, a large number of our
graduates have obtained their Ph.D.
at foreign universities, and many are
pursuing their studies abroad, with
this object at present. Last year to
meet a charge similar to the one now
being dealt with, I gave to the press a
list of over eighty of our graduates
who, within the previous three years,




