
fare." Since then the character and f-elings of the population had
essentially altered. Many of the first settiers had, died or re-
moved 'with their families to other parts of the Province, and their
places had been taken by later immigrants from the United States.
The twenty townships extending froma Ancaster to Wainfleet, which
then composed the County of Lincoln, were supposed to contain
12,000 inhabitants in the spring of 1812. In the entire province of
Upper Canada, one-sixth of the population were believed to, be na-
Vives of the British Isies and their children; the original loyalist
settiers and their descendants were estimated to number as many
more, while the remainder, or about two-thirds of the whole, were
recent arrivais from. the UIInited States, chiefly attraeted by the
fertility of the soul and freedom from taxation. Michael Smith
states (1813), that 'within twelve years, the population "«had increased
beyond conjecture, as the terins of obtaining land have been ex-
tremely easy." The proportion of loyalists, ini the County of Lincoln
was perliapa greater than elsewhere, but it ;-.- probably a safe esti-
mate to say that one-third of the inhabitants were recent settiers
from the United States, who had removed to escape taxation or avoid
militia service. John Maude met several families in 1800 on their
way Vo Canada from. those counties in IPennsylvania whiere the
Il Whiskey Insurrection" h ad just been suppressed, Who informed hlm,
that Vhey had fought seven years against taxation, and were then
being taxed more than ever. IIHundreds of thei" lie remarked,
"lhave removed, are removing, and will remove into lJpper Canada,
where they wilI form a nest of vipers in the bosom, that fosters
Vhem."'

Ti 1811) the Governor General estùnftted the number of militia-
men in U pper Canada fit for service at 11,000, of whoni he signifi-
cantly stated that it would probably not be prudent Vo arm more
than 4,000. This was virtually an admission that more than half
the population were suspected of disafl'ection. The Lincoln MIilitia
were organized in five regiments, nunibering about 1,500 men, of
whom perhaps two-thirds were determined loyalists.

lu many quarters, before the war, the disaffection of the people
ivas open and undisguised. Schultz states that while at Presqu' Ilie,
on Lake Ontario, in 1807, he strolled along the main road, and found
six or seven farmers assembled in a country ,tavern, who had juat
heard of the C7meapealte affair. «'They seemed disappointed," he ob-
served, "that, 1 did noV Vhink it would lead to war, when they
expected Vo become part of the United State&" He aiso relates that
he was subsequently in a public house in Niagara, where eighIt or ten
persons were gathered, about a billiard table. The attack upon the
Chesqeake again became the topie of conversation, and one nman said,


