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.22 CHAMPLAIN'S EXPEDITION

along which the expedition undoubtedly pas: before
reaching its southern shore.! It is well known'that from
the earliest times the Indians and voyageurs, as they
crossed the Lake in rough weather, availed themselves of
the protection of those islands. They form a continuous
chain, stretching from sbore to shore, embracing the
Inner Ducks, OQuter Ducks, Great Galloo, Little Galloo,
Calf and Stony Islands. The distances between them
are unequal, in no case exceeding seven miles. The ex-
pedition could not easily have landed directly upon the
point in question, as it presents a perpendicular rocky bluff,
washed at its base by the lake, and forms a bold and in-
surmountable barrier for some distance in either direction.
By passing around the northern extremity of the point,
now called “six town point,” a safe and sheltered bay is
accessible, at the bottom of which is the present harbor
of Henderson. This convenient and secluded position
was undoubtedly chosen by Champlain and his com-
panions as a favorable point for leaving and concealing
their canoes.” Having accomplished their debarkation,
the invaders followed, for four leagues in a southerly

grouped in the eastern extremity of Lake Or}gio, and

! Champlain says, “There were large, fine islands on the pas-
sage.”— Laverditre’'s Champlain, p. 526.

* A natural landing place of rock formation, existed there in olden .
time, known as the “Indian Wharf.” A trail or portage road, 300
rods long, led from the landing to Stony Creek. See Fremch’s N. Y.
State Gazetteer, p. 358. MS. letter of the Hon. Wm. C. Pierre-
pont, of Pierrepont manor, to the author.




