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THE HOME GARDEN
; BORDER PLANTS

This class of plants has not réceived
‘the attention from many of our flower

lovers' that their beatuty and useful-|

ess most deservedly entitle them to.
“The ‘long spell of triple-season wea-
sometimes

'quite summer weather—that we have
Xpe last two
~months, has brought out more prom-
inently than usual the ‘usefulness of
many varieties of late spring and
early summer flowering plants.

After the gay galaxy of beauty in
‘the border that the spring flowering
bulbs, such as tulips, hyacinths, nar-
cissi, and so forth, give us, there is
too often in many flower borders a
period of comparative dulness before
the better known and later summer
flowering occupants of the border,
such as iris, peonies, delphiniums, cam-
panulas, and other varjeties, help to
brighten it up. -

Spring bedding, as it is termed in
England, where the cool spring season
often extends from the end of January
until early June, gives ample scope
for the exercise of the use of this class
of early decorative plants. ith our
usually short, uncertain spring wea-
ther, this system of spring bedding
cannot, as a rule, be successfully car-
ried out. Although we may not be able
to have whole beds or borders entirely
of these plants, such as pansy, violas,
primulas, Phlox subulata, forget-me-
nots, Alyssum saxatile, and others of a
like nature, many of them can be used
very successfully in an ordinary per-
ennial or mixed flower border with
marked success and effectiveness.

Corydalis Nobilis.—This
hardy and showy border plant, a na-
tive of the frozen north of Siberia,
should be in every collection. ‘Its long,
drooping racemes of pale yellow flow-
ers, together with its attractive and
graceful fern-like foliage, make it a
pleasing and showy object in the bor-
der in April or early in May. Very
early spring or early in autumn is the

‘best time to transplant this Corydalis.}

Corydalis bulbosa is another variety
very useful as ‘an early flowering
plant. . This, as its name implies, is a
bulbous-rooted variety, very useful as
a border or for rockeries.
should be planted early in autumn,

Phlox subulata  (Moss Pink).—The
several varieties of these beautiful
’dwaxjt, little- plants,- with their, showy,
compact masses of pink, reddigh pa
‘and lilac flowers, make th uf:z
pensable ‘amongst - our  low-growing
border and rockery plants. The var-
‘feties rosea, atro-purpurea, and lilacina
are the most effectlve and hardy. for
border work, the different shades of
color being indicated in the. specific
varieties mentioned, - A mass of these
showy little plants makes a very eon-
spicuous spot in a border. The best
time to plant or divide the clumps of
this plant is as soon as they are out
of flower. . Avoid planting them on
low ground, where water liés during
winter. - Shade and water after plant-
ing‘ for a while.

orget-me-not.—Myosotis * andi-
ﬂorq. (M. sylevatica) is the torgge!;-gmde-
not that succeds best in gardens. The
torget-megnot succeeds best. in  light
soil and in partial shade, although they
will give good results in the open bor-
der. Seed sown in spring or early
summer will give flowering results the
following year. When once establish-
ed it seeds and renews itself every
year, if the situation suits it. The
blue type is the showiest, although the
pink and white varieties are - very
pretty. No border should be withoeut
a clump of these appealingly pretty,
sentimental, spring and early summer
flowers. :

Primula polyantha (garden prim-
rose) —Primroses delight in a rather
moist, partially shaded Dposition. A
hot, sunny position does not ., suit
them. They grow readily from seed or
division. The best time to divide the
plants is as soon as they are out of
flower. Water and shadé them care-
fully for a week or so' after planting.
Seed sown in spring or early summer
will produce ‘flowering plants the fol-
lowing season. There are a great var-
iety of colors to be had in ‘garden
‘primroses, white, yellow, lilac, and
brown being the prevailing colors and
shades. Garden primulas should be
seen in every flower garden.

Primula officinalis (English cow-
slip)—It is quite hardy as a rule, and
when treated as described for other
primulas, makes a pretty border plant.
In very exposed borders or in the
northern sections of the Province ,a
light winter protection may be re-
quired. Some light rubbish, such as
old raspberry canes, or a few small
pleces of brushwood with a few leaves
or some strawy manure lightly placed
over the plants about middle of No-
vamber, or a few pine boughs placed
over the plants until spring, makes a
good winter brotection for primulas,

Primula Cashmeriana is a ve
beautiful early flowering variety, its
pale blue flowers being very beautiful
in_ early spring. Unfortunately, this
variety rés mo.!;e telnder than the ordin-
ary garden primula or primo
poll)s;antha e p rse of the

imula.. vulgaris, the well
English hedge Primrose, is alsgn?:r:
der and requires ‘protection in winter.
Some new and strong growing types
of the polyantha primrose have been
introduced ‘recently that are very ef-
fective as  borfier Dlants, and are quite

. hardy in most sections of Ontario.

. Papaver Nudicaule (Iceland Po
—Plants ‘of this pretty Iittle h?r?é
POppy that  have, wintered over will
also give a fine display of its pretty
shell-like flowers. This is one of the
best/of the poppy family as a cut flow.
er, and is very effective for that pur-
pose. Seed sown In spring and at aif-
ferent times during the summer wii]
give successive batches of bloom ¢
following summer. The Iceland PoppyY
is one of our best border plants, es-
pecially in light soils.

The plants mentioned are only a few
of the easily grown border plants that
the flower lover can have .to brighten
up the border after the gdy, spring-

perfecti&

The bulbs |,

flowering bulbs have dropped  their
showy petals or have become dulled
and dimmed by the approaching heat
and drought’ of summer. The pretty
little bunch of tufted pansy, , cor-
nuta, sum saxafue. and some of
the dwarf early flowering veronicas
or speedwells, not Torgetting the gar-

hardy in most parts of Ontario. These
and others could be mentioned, but
more about them, if all is well, in a
future number. In the meantime pre-
pare -now so as to have some of these
early flowering beauties in the border
for the next and successive spring and
early summeér = sedsons.—Wm. Hunt,
Ontarjo Agricultural College, in Can-
-adian Hortleulturist. pih

A VARIETY OF PYRETHRUMS
X ~ s s S 1) Y

One of the most useful of summer
flowers™ is the Pyrethrum, of  which
there are . many varieties, the double
white aphrodite, raised by Messrs.
Kelway and Son, Langport; being the
most perfect of its class. It is pleas-

ing in the garden and welcome in the
house,’ blooms freely and grows vigor-

den daisies, Bellis perennis, are quite]

STARTING PERENNIALS

eople nowadays are
trying: to “work "Into” perennial flow-
ers, those. which Erow up year after
year without planting ~ every spring.
Along with these may be numbered
such annuals and biennials as self-
'sow, and so are practically. neﬁlennlal.
Perennials may be bought by the root
‘and planted either in fall or spring, but
as this method iz rather ‘expensve,
many buy the seeds instead and sow
them during the first half of August.
The best method is to sow the seed in
a bed or cold frame, transplant the

A great many -

sary, and finally into ' the “borders
where they are to remain. A protective
covering of hardwWood leaves should be
placed over them for the.winter. A

expected the first year, but by the se-
ond the garden should be resplendent.
Among the kinds which may thus be
planted -in August’ may be mentioned
foxglove, perennial larkspur, acquile-
gia, Bollyhocks, perennial ecandytuft
and -gypsophia, golden glow, perrenial
sunflowers, forget-me-nots, violets,

pansies, sweet William, daisies,

plantlets to another frame when nedes-

great crop of flowers should not be,

ees, At all times

¥ ¥ ¥
s ‘than 60 degrees _ ‘
ng growth (after ‘taking from the

dur!
trench) bulbs should %zwﬁtered free-
ly. " The best potting sofl is that scrap-
ed from about the rootsof grass in old
rich sod, to which a little leaf mould
‘and the black. soil from the edge of a
Ly y ‘be added. -The number
pot may be judged pretty

well by the size of the bulb; if large,

put only one in each pot; if small, ffom

three to twelve, depending on the: ‘slze'

of the pot.

WORK IN THE GREENHOUSE

Prepare for  winter, by repairing
broken glass, m"gzg:, up-leaks in the
heating pipes, G&l
you have to us e
find out whether b
tive. ' Paint the ; of the green-
house mow, when it will quickly dry
and free ventilation can be given.
~Arrange¢plenty’ of space in .the
benches for geraniums, gcoleus .and
other bedding plants that. are to .be
used as stock during the winter.
starting ndw, the old plants will be
given time to make siufficient growth

if cut.at-'a right angle.

it .has become defec-
finstde Rgea

By.

season—it is well o be fully informed
as to the treatment that will ensure
the best results, : e 8
Cut the spike when the first flower
opens and place in water without
over-crowding. Remove the terminal
buds soon, as this-checks stalk’ devel-
opment and. throws the strength into
the larger and earlier maturing flow-
ers. The end of the stalk should be
shortened and the water renewed daily
with frequent cleansing of the vases.
In shortening the stalk, cut diagonally,
to insure free absorption of water by
the spike without the contamination
and obstruction, caused by sediment,

The fact that blooming the spikes in
the de of a room or piazza modifies
the field colors fYom bright shades and
tints to delicate flushes and shadings,
and also reduces the latter types to the
faintest tinge of color or white, is well
known to experienced growers. The
advent of my new hybrids producing
the most intense and deep shades of
violet, purple, crimson and”® scarlet,
hitherto unknown, as wéll as new yel-
lows and other bright colors, makes it
desirable that these brilliant combina.
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 REALLY - GOOD CANNAS

o 2

In planting beds of cannas select
tall wvarieties . for the back row. Here
are a few suggestions of good varieties
agranged according to weight and
color: =
“ Dwarf, 2 1-2 toi3 1-2/feet, Green-
leaved: Martha -Washington, Betsy
Ross, pink; Buttercup, Coronet, yel-
low; Philadelphia, red; ' Brandywine,
red. g

Medium, 3 1-2 to 5 feet. - Green-
leaved: Venus, pink with white bor-
der; Luray, Lowmise, pink; Gladiator,
Florence Vaughan, yellow; Duke of
Marlboro, President Cleveland, red.
Bronze-leaved: King Humbert, scar-
let;; Mrs. George A. Strohlein, Egan-
dale, red; President Meyer, carmine:

Tall, over five feet. Green-leaved:
West Grove, -Ottawa, pink; Wyoming,
orange. Bronze-leaved: Black Beau-
ty, erimson.”

Anyone ‘can grow cannas, and by a
little care anyone can save the roots
from one year to another and increase
the stock. The roots are not hardy,
and must be stored in a warm place
over winter. @ After ‘the. first frosts
have browned the foliage dig up the
old roots with a fork, shake out the

(‘
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The Hbme Beautiful,in Victoria
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ously. Few plants are more easily
grown than the Pyrethrum, which has
been aptly called “the poor man’s
Chyrsanthemum.” A deep, rather
moist soil is the best, and a second
flowering may be ensured if the plants
are cut 'back when the first bloom
is over. This reminds us that other
plants, too, will flower over a long
season if they are cut back after the
first flush of beauty—the Delphinum,
for example, which, when the centre
spike has passed its best, will send
out laterals to continue the time of
flowers until- the autumn: 'The Cali-
fornian Tree Poppy (Romneya Coul-
teri) is a great success at Langport.
It is a beautiful shrub, with large pure
white flowers, which suggest in shape
those of the poppy, hence the popular
name; it delights most in sandy loam,
and except in the south or in very fa-

TV | vored positions is not hardy.

DUST SPRAY FOR CABBAGE

Is the dust form of applying Paris
green and lime for the cabbage worm
of any value?—T. . E.,,  Summerland,
B C. 2 {7

-Dust sprays 'have been ‘tried “with
considerable success. They have the
advantage over liquid sprays, being
much easier and quicker applied. @i~
guid sprays have the objection that
frequent applications - aré necessary
and this requires considerable time
and labor, making the work expensive.
Dust sprays may be applied rapidly
and with greater ease. ‘While the
dust process is somewhat new.as yet,
‘it would seem that it is very effective
for leaf-eating insects such as the cab-
bage worm ‘and the potato beetle. The
dust 'spray is easily prepared. It con-
sists of one pound of Paris green to
which fifteen pounds of common flour
or alir-slacked lime are added. The
flour is to be recommended as it is
more adhesive than the lime. Care
should be exercised to fight cabbage
warms when the plants are quite small

a3 they are most destructive then.

FOR CHRISTMAS BLOOM

One of the daintiest of Christmas
gifts.is a pot of flowers in bloom, and
among the flowers in bloom at that
time none ‘are more attractive than
the bulbs, especially the white narcissi
and yellow daffodils, so waxy of blos-
Som and frésh of foliage. A writer in
Garden Magazine says he has had
great sucecess with these bulbs by
adopting the following method: After
potting and watering the bulbs he
placed them in a trench, with a ‘layer
of coal ashes at the bottom of it to
keep out worms. Next he filled up the
trench with soil and rounded it over
the top to Shed the water, and when
the ground was frozen over he placed
a layer of straw on top of this to keep
out severe cold. The earliest flower-
ing, paper-white narcissus‘and com-
mon yellow daffodils were ready to be
taken out in five or six ‘weeks, the
later varieties requiring longer.

Many people' are puzzled to know
when bulbs have been long endugh
buried, but'this may be found out
very simply by examination. Take out
a pot, rap it gharply on the tide to
loosen: the soil, then turn.ithe ‘latter
out in a ball. If but a few white root-
lets show, turn back and put the pot
away in the trench again; but if a
white network appears all around the
outside of the ball it may be taken for
granted that the plants are sufficiently
developed to be forced for bloom. It
does not follow, however, that all the
plants so developed must be brought
to light and heat at this stage. They
may,-in fact, be taken out at intervals
of -a week or two, and the succession
of bloom thus keépt up for most of the
winter.

After the pots are-taken from the
trench they should be kept ‘in a cool,
light cellar, or garret, at a tempera-
ture of 45 to 50 degrees, until the fol-/
iage turns green and the flower buds
are well developed; thén they should
be removed to a 'sunny place, where
there will ,be a temperature‘of not

)

for another crop of cuttings before
frost. F X

Attend to disbudding of chrysanthe-
mums, but do not ‘“take” final buds
before August 15, except in the case
of early flowering varieties. For ex-
hibition’ flowers ' select an August
crown on nearly every variety grown
today.

For poinsettias for Christmas strike
ccuttings in 2 1-2 ineh pots shifting on
to larger sizes as they grow. It is no
use attempting to_grow -poinsettias
with the temperature below 50 degrees.
. Propagate aspldistra by division,
splitting the old clumps into smalil
pieces to fit 3 or 4 inch pots. The as-
pidistra is the toughest of all ever-
green house plants. g N

Calla lilies that have been resting
during the summer and are now show-
ing signs of growth, should be clean-
ed, repotted in new soil and started
into growth. They will flower from
Thanksgiving onward. Plants < that
have not been dried off may also be
divided and be potted wp.

Buy Bermuda stock of Easter lily
(Lilium lohgifloram)  for # Christmas
flowering, and pot up, using a 5 inch
pot-for a '§ or 7 inch bulb, and a 6
inch pot for a 7 to 9 inch bulb. Japan
grown LiMum longiflorum: cannot well
be forced for Christmas, but comes in
for Easter. o

Sow cyclamen seed for next year’s
plants. Sow sweet peas for _winter
flowering. . ,

Field grown carnations must be dug
up  during August and planted on
greenhouse benches, shading the house
until the roots have taken hold, and
removing the shade gradually.

GLADIOLUS FLOWERS

As our whole interest in the gladiol-
us centres in the beautiful flowers—
which for beauty:and diversity in the
whole range of color- have no equals
in ' horticulture, —and their durability
when cut for table and other decora-
tive purposes is unexcelled in their
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tions be preserved when the spikes
are cut for decorative purposes.

To ensure this most desirable result,
place the vases of these highly colored
types in the early morning sun for an
hour or two daily, preferably after re-
novation and- renewal of the water.
This praetice will also enable the re-
tention and normal presentation of the’
original delicate tints and shadings re- |
ferred to in the preceding paragraph, |
if so desired.

8 it takes about three days after
cutting to:bring the spikes into strong
bloomiing condition, this should. be al-1{
lowed for in advance of the date of,
intended use. The spikes can 'be
shipped a thousand miles by standing
them on end in suitable baskets or;
boxes. On arrival, cut off the end of,
the stalk, and remove the terminal.
Jbuds before placing in water; they will
then revive quickly and with proper
care give pleasure for a week or more.

One of the causes of the popularity
of the gladiolus as a decorative flower,
is the fact that it has no perfume,
as there are few flowers used for this
purpose that are -not distasteful’ to
somé one—narticularly in closed rooms
—either from personal prefergnce or
painful association. Where the pollen!
proves. irritating to the tissues of the
respiratory organs, as in the case of
hay fever subjects, the anthers may
be easily pinched eout ‘quring the daily
renovation, when the faded florets are
also removed. This removal of the an-
thers is desirable in the highly colored
types referred to, where the shed pol-
In dulls the brilliancy of the petals on
which it may fall.—H. H. Groff, Sim-
coe, Ontario.

All the foreign bulbs for winter
flowering reach the seed stores dur-
ing late August and September, and
it is ‘well wgrth while to get them as
early as possible and pot them at
once. The secret of forcing into
early flowering is establishing a per-

fect root system before forcing is. at-
temp!
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loose earth and put them under cover
to dry off. Then pack them in boxes
and place in a dry room where the
temperature will be about 40 degrees
to 65 degrees all the winter. That is
the ideal, but a warmer room may be
used.

In the spring cut: up the old roots
and plant them out after the first of
May, when the ground has warmed
lup.. Or the roots can be started in a
frame and divided so as to get one
growth to a piece and planted out
about the end.of May or in June. Any
good garden soil will grow good can-
nas, but the best soil is a deep rich,
moist loam; water copiously in dry
seasons, if possible, however.

If you wish to have the fun of grow-
ing the plant from seed be sure to buy
seed of the modern strains. Germin-
ation ordinarily is very slow and much
can be gained by soaking the seeds in
hot water for twenty-four hours, or
by cutting through the coat with a
knife. Whatever is done in the be-
ginning' does not much matter. Sow
the seeds in a light soil or sand, cov-
ering about one-fourth of an inch. This
can. be done at any time in the late
winter or early spring. Pot off the
young plants as they develop and

. plant outdoors in June.

Cultivation will encourage & vigor-
ous growth and under the best condi-
tion the plants should flower from
July until the frost comes.—L. Bar-
ron.

SEED SELECTION

Under modern methods of culture
and marketing vegetables, uniformity
of both growth and product is of- the
greatest desirability. Generally, the
more familiar man is with any vege-
table, and the more intensive his
method of cultivating that vegetable,
the more he notes and values points
of difference. From this it is but a
step to saving his own seed by rigid
selection. By this means - some of
our' best varieties of vegetables have
c¢ome into existence. In such hands

.

they were kept to a fixed typ
through such gardeners gainiy
in their local markets and el..
the enterprising seedsman ma
effort to secure some of the S€
the result that each individux
man and grower strives afi
ideals and in some cases brecd
very qualities that made it d.
because, under the conditions and forp
the purposes with which
grower was famil:ar, those

were objectionable rather than

able,

Let us now consider some
facts and laws of vegetable |
how they may be taken adva
to produce seed which will
develop into plants of distinc
sired types. Every plant orig
from seed has a definite, disti
changeless character, This «
is imherent in the seed, and |
up of the balanced sum of
tendencies, potentialities and
tions of development ‘inherited 1),
ferent degrees from each ot
cestors for an indefinite numi
generations, plus more or less
ence received from the climati
other conditions effecting the &
and development of the seed produ
plant. .

'The force of these different ar
tral influences is by no mecans
or stable even in plants of the
ancestry. Were all the ance
a.plant precisely alike and of t
sired .type, and the conditio
growth equally favorable, all the s
produced by it would develop )
plants equally like their common ap-
cestora.

Under the best modern cultural cop-
ditions the environment of plants in
a field is practically the same, t
there is usually a great variation in
the: quantity and quality of the pro-
duect, most of which variation is due
to the <differences in the indiv 1
seed. In the majority of veget
crops the plants are so variable
if 90 per cent of them showed the d
tinctive merit of the variety as w
as is seen in the best 10 per cent
the profit and satisfaction of growilg
the crop would in many cases be
doubled. In many cases less th
50 per cent of the plants show the
characteristiecs of the variety clearly
enough to identify it with certainty.

Such facts show that however valu-
able may be the part of the
breeder in the origination of v
sorts, the great need of the day is not
for new  sorts, but for seed .growers
who will furnish: us with better and
purer stocks'of the varieties we noy
1have.  The, fruit growers. have tie
‘Works of” such men as Downing and
Beach, with their full, accurate and
clear descriptions of each and y
variety of fruit, as well as the adapt-

.| ability of the different sorts of certain

places. The poultry fancier has, in
the Standard of Perfection, a full, min-
ute and accurate description of each
variety of fowl, with the result that
throughout the whole of this continent,
each and every poultryman is striving
for the one and the same ideal, and it
is only since -.they have adopted this
standard  that the poultry industry
started to make strides that have
brought it to the front. On the other
hand, in vegetables, where the per-
manence of a variety and the reten-
tion of its qualities depend upon a
clear statement of its distinguishing
characteristics, very little work has
been done. Is it any wonder that the
smooth-skinned Hubbard squash of 50
years ago, has drifted into the densely
wasted Hubbard of today? Many claim
that the quality has changed as much
as the character of the skin.

When we remember that the relative
influencs of each ancestor may vary
in each individual, and the great vari-
ation represented in the ancestry of
the different plants of most stocks of
vegetables, it 1s mnot surprising that
some individuals are very different
and of immensety greater i
usefulness than others,
often fail to transmit that 'superi :
to their descendants. The only way
We can secure seed certain to develop
plants of amy exact type is to mak
sure that each and all its ancestor
are of that exact'type. To do this e
must have that type clearly defined,
and in selection, rigidly adhere to it,
and not be tempted into the use of
planta that vary from that type, even
though- they may appear individuall
superior.—Rambler  in Canadian Hor-
ticulturist,

A Walk Round the Garden.—Thou«
WwWe may be enjoying grateful sum
weather after weeks of cold winds
rains, there is much to be done in :
garden; the earnest gardener will
bask all day in the sunshine.
sweet peas will require constant .
tion at this time, more so than
in the month. The flowers arc
abundance, and they soon fadec
ing the seed-pod to develop an
an additional tax to the growt
move every one as soon as the |
have faded to prolong the time
most fragrant of flowers as !
possible. It is our practice
some liquid manure at the
pearly August. Prune climbing :
and in gardens where they hav
neglected a great quantity must |
moved. Thin out growths

surely, but lightly, to the s
bast, and keep a watchful ey
wigs. We think the st
trap is still the best—namely, a
pot with a little hay in it, pla
top of the stake. Examine t!
each morning early before the ca
have become active. Layer carna
continue to take pink cuttings o1
ings, as they are also called, and
ver relax efforts to destroy grubs
caterpillars, which have been, an:
a persistent pest this year. Mal
a. new strawberry bed, and !;«Vu
once if this has not been done alr
Cut out the old fruiting canes froi
raspberries, and leave from th
five of the new growths to give
next year.

Lime for Soil
It is not advisable to lime
flower. beds, unless the soil is ;
then only a little is needed, sav
or four pounds. A quarter inch @
ing would probably rénder the

unfit for use for some time
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