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One of the Pioneers of Methodism in British Columbia.

;

'WteWio&ism àxv 
'RvvtvsVv CoVmVva

w
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Thursday, February 10, 1858, iongitude or altitude, he ranged the 
■ 1 the steamship Pacific brought to Country from Lillooet and Pavilion

Victoria the first Methodist mis- Mountain, through the Bonaparte, 
eionaries for Vancouver Island Thompson, Nicola, Spallumcheen and 

and British Columbia, then two separate Okanagan valleys, and then up the foot- 
colonies. This pioneer band1 of John hills to Reveistoke end Donald and 
Wesley’s successors consisted of Rever- through West Kootenay, planting the 
ends Ephraim Evans, D. D., Edward standard in every mining camp.
White, Arthur Browning and the Then came the rush to the Yukon, 
present writer. and here again Mr. Turner led the way

The firing of the ship’s signal gun as ^or his chnrch, up the Stikine and down 
she dropped anchor in the outer harbor th® Yukon to Dawson and the creeks, 
was followed by the arrival alongside *• The work of Methodism among the 
of Mr. J. T. PidweTl, from whom, all Indians of British Columbia had a very 
received a Cornish welcome to the Land Small beginning. The writer opened a 
of the 'Setting Sun. Once landed, the mission school at Fort Hope in 1868, 
whole party found shelter in a building and instructed old and young in the 
still standing on the corner of Yates elements of English and in religious 
aDouglas streets. The Victoria of truth. The next year -the same was 
1859 was a different proposition from done at Nanaimo, where a school-chapel 
the Queen City of to-day. The old fort Was built and a congregation gathered 
stood intact, with its high palisade, its on Sunday, while the school was taught 
froiwning towers gnti bristling cannon, on work-days as there was opportunity. 
The population numbered about 3,000, Upon my departure in 1863 the work 
many of them living under canvas in among the whites was continued by Mr. 
midwinter. Most of these were the 'White, and that among the Indians 8y 
abiding remnant of the great tidal wave Mr. Thomas Crosbv, who then began 
of prospectors, traders and1 adventurers his career of usefulness as an apostle to 
which had invaded the Fraser Valley on the red man, first on the east coast of 
the discovery of rich diggings along the Vancouver Island, then in the Fraser 
course of the river during the previous Valley, and subsequently at Port Simp- 
season. The bulk of some 32.000 who ! son and along the northwest coast from 
thus came had already left; but among Cape Mudge to Wrangel. Mr Crosby, 
those who remained were not a few I notwithstanding his “labors more abun- 
who became “empire-makers"’ for the dont” and his many hair-breadth 
nation and good soldiers of Jesus Christ escapes, is still in active service, and, 
68 well. with his heroic associates of the earlier

Of churches there were at that time years, can see the marvelous results of 
huit two in the city—Christ church, ou the preaching of the Gospel in trans
ie hill, .with Rev. Edward Cridge, forming heathen savages—the terror of 
colonial chaplain, as incumbent; and St. the explorer and miner—into civilized 
Andrew’s, on Humboldt street, under industrious and Christian citizens, 
the care of Rev. Dr. Demers, first bishop Methodism has also reached out a 
of the Roman Catholic denomination. * helping hand to the Chinese population 

From His Excellency Governor Doug- of the province, and hundreds of them 
las permission was obtained to use an bave cast away their dumb idols and

unfinished room in the court house bowed in repentance and faith at the 
which bad just beeu erected, as a place feet of Him who is “mighty to save,” 
of worship until better quarters could several returning to their native land to 
be secured. The missionaries and a tell the "wonderful story” to those who 
friend or two, with their own hands, sit in darkness there, 
fconstructed plank benches and other- ' Nor have the Japanese been forgotten, 
wise furnished the room. There, on Not a few of these, from the “Sunrise 
•■Sunday. February 13. they held their Empire"—Britain’s latest ally—have pro
initial "service. The following day the fessed their faith in Christ and witnessed 
church was organized by the enrolment fi good confession, and some have been 
of twelve members and the institution raised up from among them to carry the 
of that peculiar feature of Wesieyanism, glad tidings to their fellow-countrymen, 
the class meeting. The room in the This work is under the care of Rev. 
court house was used by the congrega- Goro ICabouragi, a Japanese gentleman 
lion until the completion of the hand- who received a liberal education in the 
some edifice on the corner of Pandora United States and was there ordained 
and Broad streets, the corner stone of to the work of the ministry.
Which had been, laid by His Excellency In harmony with the teachings and 
Governor Douglas. • example of her founder and with her

Seven days after arrival in Victoria, traditions, both in Britain and in Amer- 
Mr. Browning was detailed for duty in ica, Methodism in this province has 
'Nanaimo, where he met > warm wel- taken her share in educational work. In 
'come from Dr. Benson, surgeon to the addition to the large number of Sunday 
boa! company, and others, especially Mr. schools, there are carried on no lesS 
Cornelius Bryant, a Wesleyan day than sixteen week-day mission schools, 
School graduate from England, who had | four boarding schools and industrial in- 
been in charge of the public school in stitutes. Also Columbian College, New 
the Black Diamond City for two years. -Westminster, the first incorporated col- 
Under the influence of Mr. Browning’s "lege doing university work in the 
eloquence and zeal there was soon gath- -province, with its departments of arts, 
-ered -a group of members very similar science, business and theology, and giv- 
to those who originally crowded around mg a full ladies" college course as well. 
Wesley when he began his evangelistic ’ Thus from the small commencement 
Work on Kingswood Common. The old in 1859 has come one of the leading 
fire was thus kindled afresh on the religious denominations of this glorious 

‘shores of the Pacific. 1 province, and one which has ever stood
The writer was assigned to the work for civil liberty, religious equality, clean 

of preaching to the miners, traders nnd citizenship and moral reform, 
'adventurers of Fraser River, and, While, with Wesley, each Methodist 
'crossing the Gulf on the Beaver end preacher may regard the world as his 
ascending the~nver in a small dugout— parish, he should also remember that,, 
literally paddlin" his own canoe—he as the friend of all, his business is to 
made his home at Fort Hope and did “spread Scriptural holiness through all 
what he could for the spiritual welfare the land." 
of the people in Hope, Yale and on--4he 
mining bars, from Murderer’s Bar to the 
banyons.

Mr. White took up his residence m 
the embryo city of Queensboro, now 
'New Westminster, living with his family 
ia one half of a cotton tent, and preach
ing at first under the shade of a large 
-spruce .tree on the hank of the river.
Mr. White soon became well known in 
the Royal City, not only as a faithful 
minister of the gospel, hut also as a -wise 

progressive citizen and safe adviser 
to the “cheeehaeos” of the early sixties.

Dr. Evans, meanwhile, with his circle 
of loyal helpers, built up in Victoria a 
’strong and prosperous church, which has 
bxerted a distinct influence for good 
Upon the spiritual character and citizen
ship of the country.

Changes, of course, took place under 
Wesley’s rule of itinerancy, the pitneer 
missionaries changing with each other 
'and new men entering the field from 
time to time, and thus the -bounds of 
the original missions were enlarged and 

reach with

The latest statistics of the church for 
the British Columbia conference show 
86 preachers, 6,173 communicants, 7,328 
Sunday school scholars, $109,967 con
tributed during the year for church pur
poses.

“GIVE US MEN!”
Give us Men!

Men—from every rank,
Fresh and free and frank;

Men of thought and reading,
Men of light and leading,
Men of 'Loyal breeding,
The Nation’s welfare speeding;
Men of faith and not of fiction.
Men of lofty aim in action;

Give us Men—'I say again.
Give us Men!

Give us Men!
Strong and stalwart ones;

Men whom highest hope inspires.
Men whom purest honors fires,
Men who trample Self beneath then*.
Men who make their country wreathe them 

As her. noble sons,
Worthy of their sires!

Men who never shame their mothers^
Men who never fall their brothers,
True, however false are others;

Give us Men—I say again,- 
Give us Men!

hnd

hew ones created, so as to 
the gospel message the “regions be
yond.’’

During the summer 
Evans and Mr. Browning spent 
months preaching to the crowds that 
thronged the auriferous creeks of Cari- 
boo, the El Dorado of that day. Their
visit was repeated the following season. ,
; The writer, with Nanaimo as a centra £ ,t!he thicket 5&ht! '
Extended his ministrations to the settlers who strike for home and alltar
on the east coast of Vancouver island, (Let ^ erowd cringe and falter), 
from Cowichan on the south to Comox e Hod defend the right! 
on the north; and, later, from New True as truth, though Lorn and lonely, 
Westminster, to Moodyville. Hastings Tender, as the brave are only;
(now Vancouver). Maple Ridge, Lang- Men who tread where saints have trod, 
ley. Sum as and Chilliwack. Mentor, Country—Home and God;
' The mining camps of Goldstream and GiT6r«£!L ^en- 1 again again 
Leach River were reached from Vic- Glve 119 __ ^
toria, as was Saanich at a later date. The Bishop of Exe* .

Father _Derrick, familiarly “Anything new in your neighborhood?”
^J,sten"e‘al\: Jjhe we asked of a farmer. “Yes, the whofle

cheered the 'hearts of the lonely miners r.efgihbofihood Is stirred up,” he replied, 
in Cariboo; and later on Rev. James “What is the cause?” we asked eagerly. 
•Turner, now the honored president of “PQougbing,” drilly answered the farmer, 
the conference, was pioneer of the woïk
in the “Bunch Grass” country, where, Eighty-five per cent, of the children of 
•with a sublime indifference to latitude, Japan are now In eohoofl.

of 1862 Dr.
some

A

s

e
o

o
»
*

«9
©
©

«
»

e
©

©
©

REV. JAMES TURNER,©
©
o rresident of British Columbia Conference.

17

-*• •
association besides observing the weekly 
communion was the common study of 
the Greek Testament, to * which they 
added regular fasting, the observation of 
stated hours for private devotion, the 
visitation of the sick, the poor and the 
people in prison, and the instruction of 
neglected children. Of a variety of 
derisive names they received, that of 
“Methodists” prevailed—a name of re
proach then, but a name of honor now 
throughout the world. It was a sobri
quet. the fitness of which remained a 
special feature of Wesley’s character 
throughout his life.

year 1735 was a memorable one, 
as it brought death to the Rev. Samuel 
Wesley, rector of Epworth. Wesley re
fused to become his father’s successor, 
and sailed for Georgia as a missionary 
to the Indians. During the passage 
great storms arose, and Wesley felt 
afraid to die. In conversation with 
some pious Moravians who were on 
board lie ascertained that there 
peace and joy that a person could pos
sess even when angry waves were dash
ing over the vessel. The Moravians 
were quite calm, and continued singing^ 
hymns whilst the other passengers were 
alarmed nnd crying. This experience 
struck Mr. Wesley ns being peculiar, 
and he decided to find out the secret of 
this peace and holy caluu possessed by 
the Moravians.

His mission was a failure. A quarrel 
arose in Savannah among the .school 
children. Those children who attended 
school with shoes and stockings on their 
ioet despised nnd taunted those who 
had none. Wesley took charge of the 
school and appeared without shoes or 
stockings, but their new master kept 
them at their tasks, and before the 
week closed nil were cured of their 
vanity, and left their shoes and stockings 
at home.

In 1738 lie returned to England from 
Georgia and said: “I, who went to 
America to convert others, was never 
myself^converted to God.” He met 
1 eter Bolder, a Moravian missionary, 
and tiie conversation with him greatlv 
assisted XV esley to gain a clear view of

enter Oxford University as a student. 
Ife worked as servitor, composed exer
ces for the other students, and wrote

• verses, which enabled him to maintain
imself during his five years’ residence 

ni the university. All the money he 
received from his family was five shil
lings; and he was able by his thrift 
!i'd industry to save ten pounds during 

bis college course.
At the age of 22 years he took his 

f>. A. degree, and two months later was 
ordained a deacon by Bishop Sprat of 
Bromley, and received an appointment 
•is curate in London at a salary of £28 a 
y-> ar. In a short time he was acting as 
•liaplain in the navy at a stipend of £70 
per annum.

Susannah XX’ esley, mother of the 
founder of the Methodist Church, was a 
•laughter of Dr. Samuel Annesley, 
nephew of the Earl of Anglesea. He 

id been Vicar of St. Giles, Cripplegate, 
nu was ejected from the living by the 

Act of Uniformity. Mrs. XX’esley was 
i most remarkable woman. Every bio-

• grapher of XX’esley dwells at length on 
rhe influence of his mother. All her 
children were trained in the literature of 
.the day. In her home she adopted a
"de of rules and regulations which she 

unforced with military precision. At the 
ago of -twenty years she was married to 
Samuel Wesley, a brave, pious, learned 
hut impecunious. London curate. Samuel 
Wesley's strong fort was not finance, 
hut literatuisp: poetry, theology and 
aomiletics, consequently Mrs. Wesley 
w as obliged to take the oversight of the 
business affairs of the home. She was 
for only a model mother, leaving an im
pression- on her own family, but on the 
Methodism of history.

In the struggles of the English revolu
tion of 1,688 which fixed anew the 
1’rotestant faith of England, Rev. 
Samuel Wesley, a young clergyman who 
i, ;»d been offered preferment if die would 
at|ach himself to King James and the 
(Catholics, was the first to write in favor 
of XX7illiam and Mary, His book was 
dedicated to the Queen, who rewarded 
him with the living at Epworth, valued 
at £200, in which place he remained for
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dependent on the volitions of a will that ; churches; but on village greens, market with equal courage and equal skill, 
was radically free The theology of places, m the fields and mining camps, achieved his fame, not by killing, but by 
tVesley published the glad evangel that wherever they had opportunity, they; savin» men.” 6 .
the invited Spirit will throne Himself made known the blessings of salvation, i “ J________ 0__________
as a witness of sonship and a comforter The introduction of the class meeting' The oldest collection of moral inarms 
divine in every willing heart. It holds and love feast were helpful in training known Is that of the Presse papyrus 
out the possibilities of a victory over tho and educating the new converts, dating 2,600 years B. C„ recently found 
apostate nature by asserting a sanctifi- Earnest preaching and the singing of in a tomb at Thebes. They hare been 
cation which is entire, and a perfect 'bright and" joyous hymns brought in- translated by Phl'Hippe Vivey, thW famous 
love which is not ultimate and final, but spiration and gladness to the hearts of f rfcndh Egyntolos-ist, and rival in ereel- 
progressive in its development for ever, tile masses. ;lence ^ Proverbs of the Hebrew.

Wesley was not boisterous, not even The permanence and aggressiveness of' 
amid great excitement. He was clear, Methodism are due to the constitution 
calm and incisive. He had a sweet, 
melodious voice, and arguments that 
carried conviction whenever lie preached.
He traveled 290,000 miles and preached 
40,560 sermons in all; in fact, as a 
preacher few were able to equal . him, 
and perhaps he is without a superior.

He was able to read -more than 2,4)00 
volumes, to edit a monthly magazine, 
and to write more than 200 volumes, in
cluding works on history, philosophy, 
literature, electricity and theology. He 
kept a journal from the time lie went 
to Georgia in 1735 until 1790, the 
autumn before his death. It is a record 
of singular minuteness—the events of his 
personal life—and is replete with curious 
incidents, criticisms of books, theological 
and philosophical speculations, and refer
ences to contemporary men and events.
'He published a number of tracts before 
the origin of the»Tract Society. The 
text books'for Kingswood School were 
prepared by Wesley himself. They are 
remarkaible for their conciseness and 
simplicity — English, Latin, Greek, He
brew and French grammars, coinpen- 
diums of logic and philosophy, an Eng
lish dictionary, and a history of Itôme.

For the promotion of Christian knowl
edge he sent a Christian library com
posed of the choicest works of practical 
divinity. “Appeals to the Men. of 
'Reason and Religion,,” “History of 
England,” “History of the Church,”.
“Notes on the New Testament.” “Orig
inal Sin,” “The Armenian Magazine” 
were some of his many publications.
Wesley soon had his own bookstore and 
his own printing press, and he w’as the 
first to break down the barriers which 
high prices and elaborate style had 
thrown around the more important de
partments of knowledge, placing them 
beyond the reach of the masses. He 
reduced many folios and quartos to 
pocket form, and waded through the 
mass of learned works of ' his flay, 
simplifying, multiplying and cheapening 
them and placing them in the cottages 
and hovels of the poor, so that the most 
useful and entertaining knowledge was 
within their reach.

It may be questioned whether any 
English writer of the last or present 
century has equalled him in the number 
of his productions. Such a use of the

Six hundred men are regularly employed 
on the new steamship Kaiser Wilhelm.
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THREE VIEWS' OF CITY ROAD CHAPEL—THE MOTHER 
CHURCH OF METHODISM.

JOHN WESLEY.
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The first organized form of Metho
dism was the United Society, established 
in 1769 in the disused foundry in Moor- 
fields. which became the headquarters 
of Methodism until the City Road 
Chapel was built in 1778. City Road 
Chapel will hold a congregation of 1,500, 
and behind it were apartments for Wes
ley and his helpers.

Shut opt from the Church of England, 
to which he had always been loyal, blit 
determined to obey God’s call to preach, 
he found opportunities in the open air 
and the streets. His duty was clear, 
and with the sublime statement, “The 
"world is my parish,” he .began his 
laborious travels throughout England,
Ireland and Scotland.

By his wide scholarship and sound 
culture he laid the foundations for that 
theological system which it is not to»' 
much to say is at once comprehensive.
Scriptural and best adapted to universal 
needs—a system ever-widening in its in
fluence, modifying other types of re
ligious thought, and which gives promise 
of becoming the theology of the church 
of the fhtnre. Eliminating what was 
false, lie retained what was scriptural, 
and combined them with matchless skill.
He accepted the Augustinian doctrine of
sin, but rejected its theory of decrees. .................. ....... ........... ............. ....
He accepted the Pelagian doctrine of EPWORTH RECTORY.
the will, but repudiated that teaching Where John Wesley was born, June 28,1703.
which denied the depravity of man and
the necessity spiritual "aid. He ac- press in /our day by a single man, and 
cepted the spectacular theory of Abelard that man a hard-working clergyman, 
and the substitlitionary theory of would be remarkable; in Wesley’s day 
Anselm, relative to the work of Christ, it was marvelous.
but utterly rejected the rationalism of The success which crowned the minis- 
the one and the commercial theory of try of Wesley brought into prominence 
the atonement of the other. He accept- what must be regarded as one of the 
ed the perfectionist theory and deep crowning attributes of his character—his 
spirituality _taught by Pascal mid the power of organization. Nothing sets 
Port Royalists, but rejected thçir <®iiet- forth the essential greatness of a man, 
ist teachings, which destroy all the and gives to him such historic pre- 
Ibenevolent activities of the Christian eminence, as the power to organize. The 
life. He accepted the doctrine of uni- names that stand peerless in govem- 
versal redemption as t_aught by the ment, in war, and in the annals of the 
early Armenians, but w’as careful to church were perhaps more distinguished 
denounce the semi-Pelagian laxity which in this particular than in any other, 
marked the teachings of the later This talent for government Wesley pos- 
schools of remonstrants. He joined with sessed in an extraordinary degree, 
the several Socinian schools in exalting Macaulay said, “He had the genius of a 
the benevolence and .mercy of God, but Richelieu in directing and controlling 
never faltered in his declaration of the men.” He organized not - only godly 
perpetuity of punishment. He magni- ministers, but pious lny helpers, both 
fled the efficiency of Divine grace with i men and women. Those were’ sent 
the -most earnest Calvinists, but at the | everywhere to preach the gospel, and did 
same time asserted that salvation was . not confine their labors to consecrated

and church polity. Wherever we look 
we notice that it is “monarchiat enough 
for all wise authority, it honors the 
sovereign of England ; republican 
enough, it thrives under the Stars and 
Stripes.” Wonderful in its adaptation 
to the masses. To-day over 30,000,000 
"Methodists celebrate with joy and) 
thanking the birth of this men of God; 
and the ministers of Methodism who 
preach the Gospel in over 100 tongues 
testify tp the increasing power of 
Methodism in the world.

Wesley’s life covers almost the cen
tury. He was born in 1703 and died in 
1791, at the age of 88 years. On Feb
ruary 23, 1791, John Wesley preached 
his last sermon at Leatherhead, from the 
text, ‘‘Seek ye the Lord while He may 
be found, call ye upon Him while He is 
near.” On the 2feth of February he 
wrote his final letter. It was addressed 
to Wilberforce, and was an exhortation, 
to perseverance in his parliamentary 
labors against the African slave trade. 
This completed his work.

On Monday, February 28, 1791, he 
was lethargic. On Tuesday, the 1st of 
March, he began the day by singing. 
He asked for pen and ink, but could not 
write. A friend, taking the pen, said: 
“What shall I write?” "Nothing,” said 
the dying patriarch, but that “God is 
with us.” Collecting his breath, he ex
claimed: “The best of all is God is
with us,” and the following morning— 
March 2, 1791, surrounded by many of 
his old friends, preachers and others, he 
died.

His monument in Westminster Abbey 
is situate midway between the “Poets’ 
Corner” and the nave of the AIbbey, 
'being near to the smaller monument of 
Dr. Isaac Watts, and in close neighbor
hood to the memorials of men of genius 
and learning. Dr. -Daniels eloquently 
remarks: “It is but just that some
memorial of that royal man should be 
set up among the tombs of England’s 
princes, bishops, heroes and statesmen. 
Other men have been kings by the acci
dent of birth of royal blood. John Wes
ley reigned "by virtue of the Divine 
anointing. Other bishops have worn the 
mitre and carried the keys through the 
devious workings of state church prefer
ment. John Wesley was a bishop by 
the grace of God. Other heroes h 
earned their honors by ravaging sea and 
land to kill, burn and destroy; Wesley,
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METROPOLITAN METHODIST CHURCH, VICTORIA B. C.

Vi‘rK- This rectory was a three- 
-•'rn'd building of timber and plaster, 

1111 a thatched roof and containing 
rooms- When John Weslev was 
of six. years of age, a fire "broke 

at midnight and spread with such 
V'^ns rapidity that in fifteen minutes 

•an. the time of the first alarm the 
1 tiling feii ;n wifij a crash." Little 

• 'tan hndonot heard the nurse call, and 
's sound asleep. When he awoke he 

f ", "'p the room ail ablaze, and called 
..i:, his nurse, but, receiving no answer, 
“tubed upon a chest.near tile window.

accepting. Christ by faith. On May 24, 
1738, whilst listening to a layman read
ing Luther’s Preface to the Epistle to 
the Romans, Wesley said: “I felt my 
heart strangely warmed. I felt 1 did 
not trust in Christ — Christ alone — for 
salvation; and an assurance was given 
toe that He had taken away all my sins, 
even. mine, and saved me from the law 
°f sin and death.”

This event, says Leeky in his History 
0 , Emtiand, jn the eighteenth century, 
which took place in that humble meeting, 
forms an epoch in English history.
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