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Tuesday, August 21, 1866.

Our Agricultural Interests.

The report of the proceedings of a
large and influential gathering of
farmers and others interested in agri-
cultural lands, will be read with in-
terest. As a matter of course, great
diversity of opinion was expres‘sed,‘
but the speeehes in the m’gin- wg?
good, and, despite some lofty flights of
imagination on the part of two or
three, quite edifying. The question of
speculators and absentees being allow-
od to hold land which they neglect to
cultivate or improve, and which is en=
hanced in value by the enterprise and
industry of parties who own adjacent
tracts, was very fairly put before the
meeting by Dr Davie, who, however,
failed to suggest a remedy. The
remedy, however, was supplied by
Messrs Pemberton and Cochrane, who
suggested a tax ot so much per acre
on wild land. Both gentlemen ex.
pressed themselvesin favor of encour-
aging speculators to come and invest,
instead of driving them away—an
expression that will, we believe, be
heartily re~echoed by all. The Cows
ichan Indian Reserve question was
also introduced by Dr Davie. This ig
a standing grievance with the settlers
in that district, and Mr Garrett showed
that at least 3450 acres of the 3500
acres set apart for their use lies idle.
Mr Pidwell excepted to all this attens
tion being paid to the Reserve while
there are 80 many thousand acres all
around it lying unimproved. The
trouble, however, seems to be that
while the reserve is clear by nature,
the other land requires clearing by man-
ual labor to reduce it to a state fit for
cultivation. Everybody knows that
settlers in a new country are seldom
overburthened with cash. Now, sup-
pose that instead of his baving o
go to the great expemse of clear~
ing the land, a farmer could settle
upon the reserve already cleared:
Surely he would be enabled to raise
rich oropsin loss than one-third of
the time that would be consumed
under other circumstances. He would
thus be benefitted directly and the
country indirectly by the faculty af-
forded him. What is the case now ?
The land, some of it the finest on
the ceast, islying unimproved because
of a false notion of philanthropy that|
has seized upon our rulers. The legal
right of the savages to the reserve
should be preserved; but as for ex-
pending mawkish sympathy in their
behalf,” that should be: lefs for the
psuedo philanthropists of other couns
tries, whose knowledge of Indian char.
acter does not exténd beyoni-that des
rived from a perusal of 'Fennimore:
Cooper’s novels, or Capt. Mayne
Reid’s ' adventures in the wilds of
America. Even by our practical
people, altogether t0o much sympathy
has been wasted on these redskins.
Allot them five hundred acres—a libs
eral allowance—and sell the remain-
ing three thousand acres to white
men, who will improve and cultivate
the soil. What shall be done with the
proceeds, is a question for the Crown,
not for the Colony to’ decide. The
propriety of imposing a duty on pro~
duce having been broached, Mr Coch-
rane and Mr Pemberton said théy
would only protect products of the
soil, and would leave general mer-
chandise to enter the Colony untram.
meled ; while Mr Pidwell—a dyed-in-
the-wool . Protectionist—would tax
everything that can be manufactured
here.  Mr Fell took up the cudgels for
the Free Port, and showed the farmers
that if they would become great -and
Prosperous, they must aim to build up'

interests, and an end be put forever to
the agitation on' fiscal questions that
has proved so damaging to the best

interests of the Colony.
SRR ISR
The Country Lands and Agricul-
*  tural Interests.
A large - and influential meeting of Agriv
culturalists and others interested in coun-
try lands, was held yesterday at the rooms of
the Mechanic’s Institute. Among those pre:
sent we nofficed’ the following :  Messrs E &
Alston, K McKenzie, Dr Davie, Rev. A C
Garrett, Mr Cochrane, M. L. A., Mr Pidwell,
M. L. A, Dr Ash, . L. A,,Mr C A Bay-
ley, Mr  Geo. Deans, Mr Anderson, Mr
Thompson, Mr King, Mr Stephens, Mr J D
Pemberton, Mr Nias, Mr John Tod, Mr
Bates, Mr Weir, senr., Mr' Selleck, Mr Man-
sell, Mr Taite, Mr Schmidt, MrD M Lang,
MrJ. Nicholson, '

K. McKenzie, of Swan Lake, was called
to the chair and E. G. Alston rose and ad-
dressed the meeting. He said he had been
struck - with a statement in the CoroNIsT &
CRroNICLE that $686,000 was sent last year out
of the Colony for articles we could raise our-
selves; already ' this year, for the first six
months, $302,535 had been sent out for simis
lar articles, and if we went on at this rate for
the balance of the year, $605,060 would have
been sent away. The meeting had assembled
for a little wholesome disenssion. The Colo-
oy bad been surfeited with politics (bear),
but the agricultural interests had been allow-
ed to suffer. If we had kept the money in
the “country we should have been much’
better off to-day.. It was wrong to attribute
the present depression to the Government or
the House of Assembly—we should rather
abuse ourselves tfor having remained so long
inactive, =~ Whether = we have Union or
whether we have not, it remained to be seen
if we could not do some good for ourselves,
(Applause).

Dr Davie rose to move the first resolution.
He was greatly encouraged by the number
present, and said it was impossible to look
around without seeing the mneeessity that
some vigorous action mast be taken. Every
cent that had come to us had been paid out.
Capital from abroad had been spent in dig-
ging gold, and the gold had been paid to
people who lived in another land. There
was good land everywhere on this island, but
it was' locked up, and in order 'to open it to
agricultural purposes, it must be in. the
hands of practical men—men who would cul-
tivate it. A great deal of the best land was'
reserved for Indian and Government purpo-
ses. - What do the Indians at Cowichan do
with the 3500 acres of land ? They don’t
cultivate 30 acres. A great deal of the land
near Viotoria was in the hands of speculators
who bad never produced. a grain of corn, and
who would only sell at an enormous ad-
vance. A tax should be imposed on these
wild lands, to make the holders bring them
into market or cultivate them. 'Atthe next
election not a member should be returned
who would not pledge himself to a law to
take these lands out of the hands of specu-
lators. (Applause.) The doctor read the
resolution, which was as follows :~ ;
That in view of the fact that many thous
sand dollars ate every year sent out of the
Colony for the purchase of articles of con-
sumption which might be produced at home,
it is incumbent upon us to make every-exer-
tion to retain this money in the Colony.

J. D. Pemberton seconded the resolution.
American produce deluged the market and a
system should be introduced that would shut
out produce grown on ‘American soil and en~
courage American farmers to come here and
settle ; he did not think ‘that taxation of wild
lands wonld result in good, and a tax on abs
sgntees would be most prejudicial ; the Real
Estate Tax Act was at- the bottom of the
trouble ; it should be abolished and a land
ach, taxing all'land about Victoria ®o'wnuch
per acre would have the effect of throwing
the land jnto the market; this would not apply
to:land ‘at “a -distance from the town,.but a:
‘éncing-law ‘should ' be introduced, whereby
holders would be compelled to_ join in : the
expense of building fences.. We should not
giveout that we did not wish spaculators here
—he 'wished - they would come in “shiploads
[Ladghter]. "Mr Pembérton ‘alluded to the
advaotages. that American farmers possessed
over Vaneouver farmers by having water
communication with Victoria. He favored
an extension of the landing permit system to
every article we could produce here—lumber
included. He blamed the Legislative Coun-
cil for the present state of things.

- Mr Oochrane, M, L. A., said that the ate
tention of the country should be turned seri-
ously to- agricultural matters. Gold had its
work to perferm, but the want of encourage-
ment to the farmer prevented this island
from being in a position to supply itself with
or export produce. Roads were wanted
badly (bear) and until the farmer had the
means of bringing his produce into marketwith
facility, he could not compete with produce
from the other side. There must be protects
ive duties on every article that we can raise
[Applause]. On European goods he believed
there should be no duty, but on agricultural
products he would levy a heavy one ; a tax
on speculators would be unwise. He would
be glad to see plenty of them coming, and so
long as we could make use of them we shounld
not look upon them or absentees as enemies.
Land should be taxed per acerage, not as to

cities on:iﬁé.:_[sland that would fu A 1,value. | Hear]; By the present system; the man

who improved his land was taxed five times

them tarkets forf?fﬁ,eii fproduee;eiﬁi' s much as the man who did not improve

the dedii£§ of :Yictofii" or Nanaimo,
their -only markets ‘would be closed,
ME-Whitﬁboﬁldq‘ﬁiéj‘liop"ef to export ?
Tho. meeting, which was ote ‘of the
:‘9_“» " iﬂtﬁrequng ~and respectable’ we

4ve attended on the Island, broke up
after'a few romaiks from the 'olimz
man on the necessity -of the farmers
organizing for mutual protéction. " Tt
is to be hoped that the Committee
who have been ap; ted to lay the

(applause), - He deprecated -the real estate
tal: as unjust and sat down amid much ap-
| The resolution as read was carried. unani-
mml" o g LI G s A2 *
.- W. J. Macdonald proposed the second
resolution, which read ‘as follows :

-That ‘in ordér ‘to’' promote a more extensive
oceapation of land, all the lande of the Col=

ony; ‘whether 'mineral : or‘agri¢ultural and}

:hf?i}f%ﬁﬁﬁi@“ot‘fhe Indian 'Reserves,

same. 2
‘MrMacdonald said thexe would be no trouble

11g Jaed W

upon some; plan whereby & mutual un<|

inthrowing open theCrown and minerallands,

{Davie, Macdo
d be thrown open for : occupation 'and: Bl 2

settloment; on- conditions of -improving: the|

upjust to place a special tax on land held by
speculators. It would be quite enough if they
paid a tax equal to that paid by the man who
improved - his :land. = [Hear} This wonld
throw the lands into the market and would
be dealing justly with all. ;
Mr George Deans seconded the resolu-
tion. :

Dr Ash, M L A, thought it would be an
act of injustice to take the lands away from
the-Indians without compensation; but they
should be put up at auction, and the money
accruing‘from the sale be paid the Indians or
funded for ;their benetit. - |Applause] He
would suggest this plan to the Government.
Rev. A C: Garrett said that only about 50
acres of the 3500 actes belonging to the In-
dians were under cnltivation, and that 500
acres was all that the Indians required for a
Reserve. ' The Indians were promised by the
Crown protection in the possession of their
village-sites and cultivated lands, To take
their lands away from them now, would lead
to bloodshed. But while the lands belonged
to the Indians they had never been conceded
the right to sell the land, or dispose of them
in any way. He therefore thought that the
lands should be placed in such acondition as
to produce a revenue which could be devoted
to the amelioration of the patives. The
Governor was no doubt anxious to assist
and to throw open thé lands, but could not
feel justified in taking any step while the
Crown Lands question was in its present
state. ' He (Mr Garrett) believed that were a
petition or plan submitted to His Excellency
by such a respectable meeting as this, that it
would receive immediate attention.

Mr Pidwell, M. L. A., thought the Cow-
ichan Indian Reserve was a piece of land
that would be wanted some day to support
the Island. There were thousands of other
acres in Cowichan Valley that might be
made bright and emiling farms, if the set-
tlers would enly go to work with half the
energy their fathers had shown in the other
Provinces. When he and other landsholders
bought at Cowichan, they understood that the
money they paid would be devoted towards
quieting the Indian titles, which had not
been done. The land was worth some
$40,000 and he had no idea of seeing it
handed over in fee simple to the Indians.

Mr Nias made a few sensible remarks in
favor of putting a special tax on speculators.

The second resolution was carried unani-
mously.

Mr Stuart proposed the 3d resolution,
which was seconded by Mr Pidwell, and
read as follows :

That His Excellency the Governor be re-
speotfully requested to afford the following
information, viz : 1. The number of acres
in thie Colony sold as well as pre-empted. 2.
The number of acres under cultivation. 3.
The quantity of available farming land, coal
fields, &ec., unsold or unoccupied. 4. The
quantity of land in the possession of Indians,
together with the corresponding population
of each reserve.

Mr Nias proposed the 4th resolution, as
follows: ;

That a committee be a&pointed to wait
upon Hig Excellency the Governor in order
to press these matters and the views of this
meeting on his favorable consideration. :

Mr Heistermann seconded, and the  reso-
lution was carried.

Rev Mr Garrett moved the fifth resolation,
which was seconded by Mr Pidwell in a
short’ speech in' favor of protection for the
farmer. There was a large tract of land
bere uncultivated, which wastaxed at the
same rate as cultivated land at Craigflower.
Agricultural eountries were the richest in the
world, and it was a libel to say that there was
o land here worth cultivating, He favored
th%‘jmpositlon of a "tariff on manufactured
goods, v

The resolution was carried, and read as
follows : ' ) ;

That a copy of these resolutions be fors
warded tp Nanaimo and the outlying districts

inbabitants invited thereto:

Mr 'Pémberton 'movedthe following:

That this Colony -‘baving ' through ' their
representatives in; the. House of Assembly,
recommended an extension of the permit
system, with'a'view to protect home industries
and 80 encourage settlement, His Excellency.
be respectfully requested to consider whether

ation of the'subject by the Legislature during
the! present session.

Mr Pidwell said the ILegislative Council
had as great a constitutional right to express
its opinion as the House of Assembly bad,
and he deprecated any such reflection upon
the members,

Mr Nias said the Legislative Council had
been a curse to the country. (Laughter.)

Mzr Pidwell rose to a point of order.

Mr Nias—There is no order about it.
(Laughter.)' The Council has been a curse
to. the eity:: ( Langhter.) A Gentlemen hold~

serious matter for men who have invested
their furids 'and brought their families” here.

Mr Fell said that if the objgct of the meet-
ing was to get a Tariff—(Voices—No, no.
Then why pass such a resolution as that 'ofs
fered ? This was'a meeting to throw open
the lands to settlement, and why introduce

{ politics ? The expenses of Government should
be reduced instead of taxes being increased.|

Farmers  would not be benefitted by Protec-
tion. They say that the farmers of Washing~
ton Territory can compete with them. More
ghame to' them. The Americans have
heavletg taxes to ,;Lny tzbat; véea.aqd; yet we
cannot compste with them! yen your coal
and’ mineral ' resotrcet , 26t mar| ezfvﬂke Na-
naimo ' and* Victoria, and/you 'will be ' pros<
peron‘ﬂ“u gidi Yo anoxtlio 90 3 1910 O Y
Mr Garrett— Where are the towns to come
from ? LOWOILIRRID 50180 (B93a1
Mr Fell explained that wherever mineral
resources Were operied prospérons’ communis
ties invariablyspringdp. - ¢ </
The resolation was subsequgntly amended
to omit reference to the Legislative Council,
and was passed, - - VTS (0L OJ Bol4
The chair’ tp’r’oinled Meesrs Pemberton,
Y facdonald, Thompson, and Garrett,
as a Committee to present an address to His,
Excelleney. " The "chairman “'was added to
the Committee:.> i+ "}, 5

. | but there wonld be dificulty experienced in

A voto of gk baving bees.exiendad the
°h.‘“maJnf i l‘” \‘0 ? ?P‘?,‘ g ] rm,agd, [”id .‘h"

L

of the Colony, and the cowoperation of the

it would not be possible to obtain a reconsid-|

ing official positions may laugh, but it is a}:

fair trial and it had done nothing for the
farmer. Now if they organized they could
carry measures that would protect them from
foreign - competition. (Applause.) Rev. Mr
Garrett called attention to the fact that there
was no agricultural society exhibition this
year.

Mr McKenzie attributed the absence of an
exhibition to the want of funds. .

Mr Beggs suggested that a Farmer’s
Club be formed, and the Committee were in-
structed to take the suggestion into considera«
tion.

,The meeting then adjourned sine die.

LOCAL INTELIGENCE.

Thursday, August 16,

D. T.—John Duscombe, an ‘elderly and
respectablg looking man, who is'said to have
seen better days, was ' brought before Mr
Pemberton yesterday, charged by - officer
MoAdam with having stolen’ from ~the
clothing store of Messts. Wilson & Co. of
Government street, a ‘coat of the value * of
$4 50. Mr Joseph Wilson stated that from
information received from Mr J. H. Brown
he followed the accused and found the coat
produced in his"ﬁossession. Mr Brown de=~
posed - that he was standing at his door on
Taesday afternoon, when he saw the accused
deliberately take the coat off a peg and go
away with it. Inspector Welch said the acs
cused had resided here some time; was
an industrious man, and had kept a
parcels delivery and express wagon, and was
now the holder of the Bush Tavern license.
Mr Wilson said that seeing the condition the
accused was in he did not wish to prosecute.
The Magistrate regretted that a man who had
borne a respectable character should be
placed in such'a position, but as the accused
was suffering from delirium tremens and not
in a fit condition to be discharged ; he should
remand him for three days.

FroM THE NorTa WEsT CoasT—The Tele-
graph steamer Mumford, Captain T. Coffin,
arrived last night via New Westminster from
the North. She ascended the Skeena River
two or three times, having gone up a dis-
tance of 110 miles, but found the navigation
very tortuous and difficult. Allthe treight
was safely landed and Capt. Butler and' his
party with Indians and canoes took it up to
the point where Mr Conway announced by
letter that he expected to arrive on the 10th
inst. The weather was very pleasant throngh~
out the trip. She will return to the Skeena
in a few days.

A Moriox For A NEw TriAL in the case
of Bunsterv. Joseph Bros., was made in the
Supreme Courf yesterday, and gave rise to
quite a “scene” between Mr Ring and Mr
MecCreight, counsel for the defendants. Mr
Ring insisted that as senior counsel he had a
right to lead in the argument, a right which
Mr MeCreight denied. The *“scene” ended
in the withdrawal of Mr Ring from the
Court.

THE ELoPEMENT—It was a married woman
and _not & maid, who disappeared about the
time of the sailing of the Fideliter, The huse
band of the woman is & gardener. She has
three children—one of which she has left with
her lord ; the other two she has taken away.
It is now believed that she is secreted in a
house near town, and 8 certain locality is
very closely watched. .

- CavRcH or ENeLisND - ar EsQuIMALT.—
The corner stone of the new Church -at Esge
quimalt will be” laid by~ Mrs Denman, on
Thursday, August 30th: The' site, which

prettily sitdated’ ‘on"the south side of the
wain road. - About $1600 has been 'already
subscribed, and at least”one thousand more
are still required.

FuxeraL—The remains of the late Mrs

Todd were followed to the grave yesterday
‘afternoon by a large number of friends; and
also by the scholars of the Wesleyan Sunday
School. Superintendent Waddington caused
the pupils of the common schools to be dis~
missed, to enable such'as felt disposed to
join the mournful procession,
ArrivaL.—The bark Jeddo, Capt. Gray,
14 days from ‘San’ ‘Francisco, consigned to
Pickett & Co., arrived yesterday morning in
the outer harbour, and sailed for Burrard In~
let—where she will load with lnmber for the
Australian market—in the afternoon.}

Exprorarions.—Judge Darwin did not
accompany Mr Coleman on his second ats
‘tempt to ascend Mount Baker ; but' started
oon Tuesday last, accompanied by Dr Cal- |

'Bellingham 'Bay for ' Moutit Baker. '
i nildanne i 10 )‘-,gw\‘_‘_- Tee ]
| Froi Six Fraorsoo.—~The bark Rival,

City, after a lengthy passage of 20 days, oo-
oagioned by “adverse winds. “She ' brings a
miscellaneous cargo, consigned to Messrs
Piéketi & Oo., and is dischargiog at the Hud.

son ‘Bay Company’s whatt. "

Tax U. S, Sreauxs LinoLn arrived . yess

to-morrow. to New, Westminster,

'was preseated by Mr Donald Frager, is

houn  and “brother, to- explore ‘the Olympio |
range of ‘mountains’ wéit" 'of* Port Angeles,
‘M Oolemat and” piérty Bave started from ;

Capt: Blair, arrived "yesterday from the Bay'|

terday from, Puget Sound, and, will proceed |

House, that the Appropriation Bill applying
the sum of $244,362 32, to the serviee ! the
year, has been finally passed. None of the
city members were present, for what reason,
deponent sayeth not:

Bic Crors—As high as- sixty bushels of
wheat will be harvested from a single acre of
wheat at Cowichan this season. On the
farm of the Messrs. Fléming the wheat is
six feet high. a

Tae H. B, Co.’s sTeAMER OTTER Was seen
by the steamer Mumford going into Fort
Rupert on Sunday last, on her return to Vies
toria. :

Fere NaroLEoN,—The French residents
yesterday hoisted the tri-color in honor of
Napoleoa’s birthday. '

CraMBER OF CoMMERCE~—This body will
meet at 2 o'clock on Friday afternoon, to
consider Governor Seymour’s despatches.

el D P
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¥ Ireland

Daublin, June 8—One of the most: dis-
astrous fires that. has taken place in
Dublin for a long time broke out last.
evening in the house of Mr James Del-:
any, 19 and 20, Westmoreland-street.
The homse being a large one, the
ground floor was divided into two shops
No 19 being occupied by Mr Williams,
hatter,and No. 20, which joined 'the
Ballastwoffice, being used as the tailor-

inglestablishment of Mr Delany. The

by Mr Delany and his, family as a resi-
dence. Hisshop was closed as usual at 7
o’clock last evening and Mr Williams’s
at 8. There was nobody in the house
when the fire was descovered but
Mrs Delany, Miss Delany and her two-
young sisters, Mr A, Strahan, who hap-
pened to be paying a visit tothe family,
and a servant girl- Quite suddenly, at
about 10 minutes to 9 o’clock, the
street passengers observed the fire.
The shutters were incautiously opened
which gave new stimulus from the full
supply of air thus afforded ; fearful
flames burst out into the street, and:
raged laterally and upwards with:
great fury. The woodwork of the
entire house seemed like tinder, With
a most extraordinary rapidity the.
flames seized on and consumed everyt
thing that was consumable in the shop -
and on the drawing-room floor, and
were rapidly extending higher still,:

the smcke, appeared at the middle-
window of the attic floor, shrieking
loudly for assistance, when two fire-
escapes were brought up, one from
Nelson’s Pillar, the other from Foster
place. One of these was reared
aéainst the front of the house, and.
efforts were made to get it into pos-
ition to be availed of by the poor
creatures who were in such peril ; bug
from some cause or other, most likely
from the great pressure and swaying
crowds difficulty was =~ experience
in endeavouring to manage it.
At this time one of the party who
were in attic of the burning house; a.
man, appeared imploring assistance for
his female companions. Mr Charles .
Taylor, a gentleman who was passing
when the fire attracted his attention,
rushed up the fire-escape ladder to rens
der assistance, a portion of the ma~
chinery gave way, and he was obliged .
to retire. He was followed by'one of"
the men of the Fire Brigade, a brave"
fellow named Gilligan, who also made
great efforrts to reach the house but
the fire escape: was found usless, and:
and, after undergoing considerable risk
of falling on account of the condition -
it had got intojthe came to the groand
again. The other firo-escape was also
found useless and the poor creatures
perished.

TRRESRSET

THE BEST REMEDY
FOR INDIGESTION, &0.

]
REconfidently recommended as a simplebut
certain remedy for Indigestion. They actas
a powerful tonic and gentle aperient; are mildin
their operation; safe under any circumstances 3
andthousands of persons can now beartestimony
tothe benefits derived from their use.
Soldin bottles at1s *3¢d.,2s.9d.,and 11s.each,
by Chemists, Dmfgists and Storekeepers in a.lf
parts of the World. '

*4* Orders to be made payableby London
Houses. de23 law

Agentfor Victoria, W; M. SEARBY, Chemist,
) de26-1yW

‘Govemment street

T —

DAY & MARTIN'S
REAL . JAPAN/ BLAKNG!
91, HIGH HOLBOBN, LONDON
Torstaripg prminat s oo 0.
/80ld by all First Class Houses in British
| 'Columbia and the Colonies)

| 0 Botttes and Tins at 64, 153fand 15, 6d. cach

CAUTION:—D. & M. take the oppo tunity-of!!
tionin hase .‘:fm SPURICUS IMTTA-
:-::u'ot»;ﬁc&nm:wm;um& JIU5o8

*4*Orders throw _ .‘o:_ﬂmmi ’. ‘ 9‘

remainder of the house was occupied -

Several human forms, half obscured by -

) 4




