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The Heir of
Bayneham

Lady Hu;ton’—s Ward.

CHAPTER XXVIII.

“Did she tell you how the bracelet
tame to be lying in the Lady’s Walk?”
asked the countess. :

“No,” replied her son; “she seemed
go ill and unlike herself that I did not
mention it. I am sure it is all right,
mother,” he continued, seeing the ex-
pression of her face; “we shall find it
no ‘mystery after all. My wife can
make all clear in a few words.”

Despite his assertion, the morning
wore on heavily for Lord Bayneham.
Two things weighed upon his-mind—
the notes he had heard his wife re-
ceived, and the fact of finding her
bracelet in the Lady’s Walk. It might
be all nonsenSe—the notes nothing
more than a memorandum; but the
bracelet, There he paused; there
were but two solutions to the mystery
—either she, his sweet and ' gentle
young wife, had been there—for what
motive he could not imagine—or some
sne had carried it from the room.
Either dlternative he felt to bé un-
pleasant.” Still*heé was fat from being
of a suspicious nature, and would have
régted perfectly satisfied with one
w&d &f excuse’ but for the deadly fear
which blanched his wift’'s face when
'u]lé saw the hracelet hand.
There was no explanation for that;‘
#o:-feel fear she must.be conscious of
wrong; could he
imagine her capable of—that gentle,
whose mind and soul

in his

vet what wrong

guileless girl,
were as pure as an unstained lily?

He tried to make himself feel sure
that Hilda would clear away all the
unpleasant mystery by a few simple
Twice he went to the door of
her room heard with half-im-
satisfaction that still
slept; and it was long after mid-day
when Pauline told him her lady was
awake, but seemed very ill. He look-
ed very'ill, He looked' with unutter-
able astonishment upon the change in
the fair young face, Qroulht in these
few hours. Could it' be mere illness
or fatigue that had blanched even the
lips, and darkened the violet eyes with
so deep a shadow? Was it illness that
caused her to clasp her hands when
she saw him,‘as one does who prays
in mortal agony?

“Hilda,” he said, look as
though you suffered terribly. What is

wordg,
and

patient she

“you
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“Has any bqe insuited or umoyul
you?’ he asked gently.

“No,” she replied—“what could
make you think of such a‘thing?’ -

“Are you sure, Hilda,” he asked,
“that you have not Deen subject to an-
noyanve from'agy of our guests?” -

“No,” she sald agfin; but he saw
her face flush ‘with pain. “Why de
you ask me #0 mu’n a quectio;.
Claude?”

“My mother thought that on two
occasions Mr. Fultos had annoyed you
by glipping nonsensical little notes in-
to your hand,” he repeated. “Is it
true, Hildea?™ :

He saw her paise before replying
to his questiop.

“It is true he gave me two little
notés,” she said in a faltering voice,
“but they did not cause me any annoy-
ance, Claude.” 3

“May I see them?” he asked.

: “They are.destroyed,” she answered
in the same low, constrained vpice,
' “Will you tell me their contents?”
he asked again.

“I capnot!” she gasped.

He knew not what to say; mnever
once had the eyes wherein truth apd
love shone so brixixtly been raised to
his. The long, dark lashes drooped on
the white cheek, and she speke ag one
under compulision. |

“Perhaps,”” he said, “it was nothing
that concerned you—-some little affair
of his own. Was it so?"

She answered not' a werd, and Lord
Bayneham econtinued.

“I am no jealous husband, Hilda, in~
terfering and prying inte your con-
cerns, Since we have been married I
have never m:ht to know tnytplng
of your letten. I havo trusted,
fmplicitly inall thtngs',‘li‘s Tea and
loyal men do trust. I should mot in-
terfere now, but that I have been told
those notes were almpst. forced upop
you—that you received them unwill~
ingly; and it hgs caused me to wonder
much what thei contained.”

She raised her eyes to his face, and
their worn, wild expression struck him
painfully.

“I cannot tell you, Claude,” she re-
plied; “I would if it were possible.”

“Do you knmow, Hilda,” he said

gravely,” that nothing can justify you |

in keeping secrets from  me? We
should have hut ome mind and one
heart between us, You have uo right
to withhold anything from me. My
idea of matried life is one of perfect
confidence, trust, a/nd unity. I can~
not imagine senntp intaresta "

He saw a look of mtense pa.ln steal
over her gentle face, but she made no
effort to answer him.

“I suppose it.is useless tor me to re-
peat my wish,” he added. “I cannot
force your comfidence, if you will not
give ‘it to me. I must be content to
know there are depths in my wife's
heart hidden from me.,”

Lady Hilda shuddered as she re-
membered what those depths ;were.
noted her gesture, and said, “I am not
angry, Hilda; I am grieved, wounded

more deeply than I cen tell you, What|.

secret can my Mttle wm be keeping
from me?” =

She made some slight movement, as
though longing to throw herself at h!l
feet and tell him. :

On' her lips the words trembied, “I

am an impostér—a econvict's daughter. |

I haveé no right to bé here—sefd me
away.” mnmmmm
sound of her own voice frightened

her, and she stopped—with & scared, |-
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bracelet, the one you should have
valued for my sake, to be lying in the

Then ‘the calm of that sorrowful
young face was broken; & gquiver of
psiq passed over each feature; a look
of despair shadowed the violet eyes;®
but Lady Hilda allowed the anxious,
eaéer man to-repeat his question be-
fore she seemed to understand it.

“Spare me, Clande,” she said, hold-
ing eut. her-hands to Him. -

“Spare yon, Hilda!” he cried, “What

¢an you mean?—spare you! What ha.“l
I ever done that you should speak, 801

to me? Would I not spare you. every
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sorrow if I could? I eonly. -ask -to j ,’,

shield you'from all care, to maje youl
happy, and make you love e as I lovel
you. What am I to spare you?"’

"Any questions," she replied, weep~
ing- bitterly. “I -cannot answer them,
and they torture me.”

“You cannot think they are pleasant
for m'e,” he said. “Hilda, my mother
was with me when I found that brace-
let. I read a doubt of you in her eyes;
it made me indigpant. I cannot ex-
plain it. Plainly as eyes could speak,
hers said to me there was something
wrong, - I brought her with me to see
how mistaken she was; and you fainted
with fear at the question which ghould
ha.ve cleared away all silly mystery.

L That was how you cleared her doubt;

ean you ‘satisfy my Iove in no better
manner? Am I not quite right in say-
ing that you wore that bracelet op
your arm when I bade you good-night
last evening? It was there, was it
not?"

*“Yes,” she replied despairingly, “it {1

was there.” :

“And the first thing this morning I
found it in the Lady’s Walk,” he con-
“yet you have never left your

came to be there?”
“I might tell you a falsehood,” she

‘cried—"1 might invent false stories
‘that would satisfy you—but I will not

do so; let Fate do her worst, No un-
true words'shall'stain my lips. I can-

’not tell you the truth, and I scorn all

evulon o
' Lord Bayneham" s face grew dark as:
he listened, 4 ¥
“More mysteries!” he said bitterly.
“You a¢knowledge, then, you could ex-

‘plain it if you would, but will not.”

Lady Hilda bewed her head, and he
turned from the sight of that white,
despairing ‘face.

“Are you trying to shield any one|’

who has robb.d m‘r" be. MM his

‘eyes growing bright at the thought.

“No,” she replied, “no .one has tried
to rob me.”

gelf?” he inquired.
“Do not ask me, Clapde!” she cried,
with clasped hands, her face stream-

lng with teap.
= " (To be continued.)
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