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readiness to grant such Supplies as may be necessary for the
efficient support of the public service.

M1r. President and Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative
Council:

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Assembly
The establishment of Municipalities -throughout the Island

appears to be highly desirable, in order that the principles of
local self-government should receive a more extended appli-
cation, by affording to the people the exercise of a greater
degree of power over their own local affairs.

A measure upôn this subject will be submitted to you;
and I solicit your earnest attention to the establishment of
such a form of local Government as may ensure satisfaction
to the people; whilst it preserves inviolate the prerogative
of the Crown, and maintains the due administration of the
Law.

In connection with this subject, it is very desirable that the
system under which the public moneys have hitherto been
applied to the construction and repair of roads, bridges, and
all other public works, should undergo a careful revision; and
1 would suggest for your consideration the expediency of
establishing a Board of Works, which should comprise, be-
sides certain members of the Government, a competent Civil
Engineer.

A Board, so constituted, would afford the requisite res-
ponsibility, eiciency and economy in the execution of all
public works, and greatly tend to promote the interests of
the conmmunity in this important branch of the public service.

As those laws will shortly expire which have given to this
Colony a well merited pre-eminence in securing to the rising
generation the b'essings of a Free Elucation, it will be for
you to consider the expediency of continuing or re-enacting
them.

[ am fully sensible of the fet, that thoeducational es-
tablishment of this Island involves a very heavy charge upon
its revenue, which is small in comparison to those of the
sister Provinces ; a charge which is larger than is incurred
for a sinilar purpose in older, weahhier and more populous
conmunities; and amounting in all to one-.third of the public
incone. But keeping in view the great advantages that
accrue from such an expenditure-advantages which are felt
by the present generation, but which will be stili more
sensibly apparent to future ones,-L strongly ineline to the
opinion, that the public money could not be bette applied
tlarin in fostering that free system of public instruction which
has hitherto given such general satisfaction to the people of
this Coloay, and which has been referred to in terms of coin-
Paendation by our fellow subjects in other portions of Her
Majesty's dominions.

The interests of agriculture are eatitled to the special care
ad attention ef the Legislature, ia- a country where, so. large

a portion of the community is employed in agricultural pur-
suits; and I am not aware of any mode by whieh those
interests can be so effectually promoted, as by affording
liberal encouragement to such institutions as the Royal
Agrieultural Society, whose exertions have hitherto been
attended with very beneficial results.

I am again under the necessity of calling your attention
to the subject of Steam Communication with the neighbour-
ing Provinces. Arrangements of a more permanent character
than have yet been effected are indispensible for plaeinîg that
important communication on a satisfactory footirg, and I
earnestly recommend the subject to your consideration.

In all the measures which you may adopt for the promotion
of the interests of the Island, and the happiness and con-
tentment of the people, you nay rely on my zealous co-
operation; and I humbly hope that the Almighty may render
our endeavours efficacious for the publie. good.

Resolved, That a Committee of three Mem-
bers be appointed to provide Stationery for the
use of the House.

Ordered, That the Hon. the Colonial Trea-
surer, Mr. Clark and Mr. Munro, do compose the
said Committee.

Resolved, That a Committee of three Mem-
bers be appointed to receive Tenders for the
Priiting of the Journal of this House, and to
report thereon to the House.

Ordered, That Mr. Clark, Mr. Muirhead and
Mr. Macdonald, do compose the said Committee.

Resolved, That a Comxmittee of three Mem-
bers be appointed to examine what Laws have
lately expired or are near Cxpiring, with leave
to report from time to time, by Bills or other-
Wise.

Ordered, That the Hion. the Colonial Trea,
surer, Mr. Muirhead and Mr. H,1 Haviland, do
compose the said Committee.

Resolved, That a Committee of- seven Mem-
bers be appointed to prepare and report, with
al convenient speed, the draft of an Address in
answer to the Speech of His Exccllency the
Lieutenant Governor, delivered this day to both
Houses of the Legislature.

Ordered, That Mr. Macdonald, the Hon. Mr.
Whelan, Mr. Muirhead, Mr. Cooper, Mr. Munro,
Mr. Perry and Mr. Dingwell, do compose the
said Committee.

Resolved, That a Committee of six Members
be appointed to keep up a good corresponde'nce


