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THE DOMINION TELEGRAPH COMPANY.

We copy the following communication from the 
resident of the Dominion Telegraph Company, 
UniTT1 to the Editor of the Montreal Valette :nddreeeeil 
St*,—May

your columns,^:
trial paper, Th* Trotte /(«rifle, oi m low uwmi, 
assailing the Dominion Telegraph Company, and im- 
purliing the good faith of thoae who are promoting 
thst enterprise.
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We have a right to ask of the public tf accept our 

Prospectus as a plain and henest outline of our 
scheme, until our actions speak otherwise. In that 
Prospectas, while giving • sketch of the career of 
Telegraphy from its infancy on this continent down 
to this penod, when it has assumed gigantic propor­
tions, Sre have stated our reasons for viewing the 
present opportunity as favorable to a still further 
extension of its usefulness in Canada. By way of 
reply our opponents, those who seek to retain the 
monopoly or the whole field for the Montréal Com­
pany, point to the failure of the Grand Trunk 
Telegraph Company in 1852.

We deny that there is any analogy In the surround­
ing circumstances. Then, the telegraph was but 
écrasions] 1 y resorted to, now it is in universal [re­
quest Then, through the close connection formed 
between the Western Vi.ion of the State of New 
York and the Montreal, the field was closed against 
all others. Now, through the more recently estab­
lished Companies, the Atlantic and Pacific, and the 
Great Western, with whom we l»ve entered into 

I engagements, the whole field is open to both.
I Is the Montreal Company prepared to endorse 
the allegations put forth by Mr. Dwight, or the im­
putations cast upon our motives b> his backer, the 
Trade Review I Both Mr. Dwight and the i rad* 
Review roundly assert that the Dominion Company 
is simply a second edition of an alleged old swindle, 
the Grand Trunk Telegraph Company of sixteen

rears ago, and that the same prominent actor, Mr. 
8dow, * again st work behind the scones. We, the 
Toronto Board, have stated, and repeat the itatement, 
that we are not even aware of the existe nee of sorti 
a personage. It is hinted that Mr. Reeve is a rela­
tive of his; of that fact, if it be eoe, we are ignorant. 
Nor can it affect the question if it be true. Have we 
given the Montreal Company any grounds for the 
charges of lied faith and intended fraud imputed to 
as by their Agents ? Have we, the Board of Directors, 
the only competent authority which the Dominion 
Company recognizes, approached the Montreal Com­
pany with any pixq-ositions that couM give color to 
each charges f Have ere attempted to intimidate, 
or suggested that wa were ready to be bought out, 
or made any proposal of a combination against the 
public * We have pointed to what we considered ob­
jectionable features in the Montreal Company's scale 
of rates and system of adjustment. Would that be 
a defensible ground for its attempts to discredit us ? 
On both these points Mr. Dwight, in hi* circular, 
confirms ehr view, for he informs his agents that the 
Company is about to make a second reduction of rates, 
lower than ever,and make reforms so as to embrace 
whole section» of country under a newsy item of class! 
fication. The professed object of Mr. Dwight’s circular 
is thus stated : " It is of course impossible for us to 
“ meet and expose all the extraordinary statements 
“ made by these Agents, and it is hardly necessary for 
"us to do so, as the truth will in due time tpvpwar. In 
" fact, anxious enquiries are already being; made a* to 
“these representations by parties who hâve through 
“ them, beyn induced to subscribe for stdek. There 
“ are, however, some facts regarding our own Com- 
" puny's affairs, which it is as well you should know, 
"in order that yon may answer intelligently such 
“ enquiries as may be made of you, ami inform your 
“friends whenever called upon to do so.'1 Or read­
ing this I folly expected to find matters treated ef 
with regard to which the Montreal Company felt 
that they had been injuriously misrepresented by the 
Dominion Company. No such thing. Nearly one 
half of th> circular was devoted to proving that the 
Montreal Company was not doing half as well as was 
supposed, and possessed nothing like the capital 
which had been rep-resented. The pains that Mir. 
Dwight takes to explain to his agents, in order Ilia they 
might be able to explain again how none but the ini­
tiated could understand stock quotations Is somewhat 
amusing. By far the larger portion of the sheet is taken 
up wiJi the Snow story, in order, I suppvdse, that the 
Agents might be ableAo explain it intcfliyently to 
their friends ami the d^ftenbers for Dominion Stock. 
Much labor is bestowed upon this portion of his cir­
cular in order to pirove that the Dominion Telegraph 
scheme is to "all apipiearance a precisely similar op­
eration.” Only one short paragraph is devoted to 
the subject of rates, explaining what changes and re­
ductions they were about to make, to which I have 
already alluded. I must not omit to notice another 
passage in Mr. Dwight's circular, in which he en­
deavours to connect Mr. Snow with the Dominion 
Company, and to hold up both in anything but a 
credible light. He states that -sally last spring (It 
must be borne in mind that the Dominion Charter 
was not obtained till the 25th June, and that the 
present Board bt Directors was not organizes! till 
late in July, and issued their Prospectus in August) 
Mr. Dwight states that early last spring th* Montreal 
Company was approached by Mr. Snow with a pro­
position that neither Company should reduce rate». 
In whose behalf was Mr. Snow suppxwed to spieak ? 
Surely not the Dominion Company, which came 
into existence some months later i And yet this im­
pression is most distinctly intended to he conveyed, 
although Dr. Dwight has not the hardihood to state 
it in express terms. We learn, ho wafer, from Dr. 
Dwight that Snow is manipulating other companies 
in the States. Was it in their name that he made 
the proposition ! Nothing more probable than that 
the companies recently organized in the States should 
seek to extend their field of opération to Canada 
and propose a reciprocity treaty with the Montreal 
Company, leaving the latter to adjust its own rates. 
And it is eooally eeitain that such a I'mjxisition, if 
made, would be at once rejected. What ! lend?* 
hand to break down monopwly and introduce the 
wedge for the reduction of rates! However the fact, 
nothiag is more clear than that the Dominion Com­
pany, whose central Board was organized in the lat­
ter end of July, put forth ita Prospectus, announcing 
its policy of low rates, with the view to encourage a 
more general use of the Telegraph 

Turning to the Trade Review, I find several state-
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ment*, admissions I might call them, to which I W 
to call the attention ol our subscriber!. —-■
No, 1 : "We honestly believe in the encoungsaMtt 
of anything that will tend to increase talemnhie 
facilities, and think that a competition with tks 
existing company, who hare a monopoly of thw 
facilities, would be desirable.”

The question naturally suggests itself hem «%, 
should not the Dominion Telegraph Compear be that 
**anything'' which it la ao desirable to encoure» 
in order to break down the greet monopoly f b 
there anything . in the composition of ita Board ef 
Management calculated to disqualify it from per- 
forming that service to the pruhlie. Whit myi the 
Tirult Review on this point lie eaten into tame 
detail, and has evidently bestowed pains to -«hr 
ldmself master of the subject. The portrait ere he 
gives of the write is more graphic than flatterie.
A womont p-olincian—very needy. The 'mvSr 
clause “ but respectable,*" enables him t# past me* 
ter, and the Reriew-er pronounces his fist that the 
Director*, asa Board, are,, unimpeachable.” Bat 
thru it is objected, " their utter igneraace ef the 
work in hand." WelL there is Mi. Allen, is he a 
practical operator!—la he a suflkiontiy good rbemfct 
to select the best mateiials for a good battery? 
Would he venture, on his own judgment, te «elect a 
bundle of wire ? Mr. Allan owns a fleet of steamers, 
is he a practial engineer ! And yet he is et the head 
of two of the most successful companies on this earn 
t incut. What is the reason ! He knows how to saUet 
the right man for the right place—to appoint 1 
commanders to hit ships, competent officers U
several posts. Mr. Dwight is a very ral___ p
energetic officer in hie proper depwrtmeut with a 
little too much zeal, perhaps. I again qeets the 
Review : —“ The scheme, to far, has mat with sac- 
“ cess. A large amount of stock has been signed 
“ for, and the chance# are that the qev lint wifi he 
“ built, ami a good thing made by feme one.” By 
the stockholders, we confidently believe. Hwe then, 
we have these very important facts admitted by we 
who writes with no friendly pen. That there it a 
monopoly which should be broken up. That a rival 
Com t mu y in the internet of the p-ublie should U 
encouraged. That the Board of Directors of the 
Dominion Company is irreproachable, and composed 
of men of bouor. That so far the scheme as amt with 
great success, with every probability of its being cm- 
ried through. I shall not 'atop to enquire why Mr. 
Dwight ha* been at such pains to underrate the 
success, and be little the standing of hie own com­
pany What he has raked up the skeleton ef the 
old Grand Trunk Telegraph Company, and thrown 
ita foul shroud about the shoulders of the Demi 
nion Company, to scare away intending subscri­
ber». Or why the Trade Renew, «0 anxious to find 
something and anything to break up the great 
monopoly, should be so suspicious of the honesty 
of the irreproachable Board. I shall not quarrel 
with either Mr. Dwight or the Trade Review, *r 
giving us the opportunity of having the DomMm 
pcBenie thoroughly ventilated.

The winding up of the Trade Review article is se 
thoroughly marked with good sound seme, that 
one can readily overlook all else that is piirmail, 
irrelevant, or unfriendly. I reiterate hie caattin, 
and address to the stockholders as well as the direc­
tors “All we have to say in conclusion is, that the 
directors owe it to the public, and especially te the 
shareholders, who are beguiled into the inveetinmd 
on the faith ef their respectability, to exercise mere V 
than the ordinary vigilance ; and if the work ith 
go on, to call to their aid mea of reliability and 
practical knowledge.” Let the stockholders shoe 
that while they have proved their confidence in fee 
Board, they will expiect from them an honest dis­
charge of the duties they have eesamed, and in’dee 
time a full account of their trust ; and let the dhee- 
tor* shew that they are keenly alive te the raspen- 
•ibilities of thei’ position. It le not in the power 
of any man to command success ; It la in the pen* 
of eveiy one to deserve it. Your ebd*t servant,

W. CAYLEY, Pratt*—
No portion of the work has yet been taken ever 

from the contractors, nor will. be until it has uadsr- 
gooe a rigid inspection by thoroughly competset per , 
ties. The aid of the local board will aw be —— 
in, to see that this inspection is satisfactorily mads 
in their respective districts. The Inspectera «B 
also tie required here and there, to take a ivmf ■ 
the Montreal Company's line, as a teat ft* enm» a— 
to pass nothing which does not, at hast, coma 
to that standard of excellence.—W. C.
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