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Sidelights on Parliament
I

T «Ml u s |»ril I hint In hr ■ itrmlrr 
•4 (MfluMral. •• a remark «flew mrW 
*•; Miilnn In Oil*** Ikd w H 1ft 
To hr nwr *4 I hr ttl gentlemen. who 
r«h. oo«l witnrHIj •! lew*!. r*po* 

wwl. I hr eight OH Dane people of I hr 
*n Mlhft k el no M h no nr. * 

priiilrge. and so opportunity Aftrmlrr 
nI pwrUswwwt hoe many pnuhr* end 
hr uswally evefevse* ell «4 I hr*, hr hoe 
m»j opportunities Ift do good rod In 
do ham. end hr défrisés i».me of lh»w 
Among I hr privtle#»» ihrfr ie I hr receipt 
of an indemnity *>l M.iOO per srsrioft, ftod 
I hr right. whkh is give* 1*7 lew to every 
senator sod m< miser o# I hr bowse >4 
com mow», n| Iratrllinf free oft aft/ 
« snadiaa railway Al Ottawa. I hr Her*, 
lot r4 parliament is » member sien of I Hr 
ft Orel club in < anada. I hr hnwer* of 
partie meal. whkh rowteiw I hr largest end 
most rompktc Rlmrjr ift 1 hr Ikiminkm 
and I hr most sumptuous of restaurants 
end el home. if hr hr on I hr gorrrniwr»! 
••dr, hr ie I hr man who ran *ehr end 
unmake govern ment officiate, and r terrier 
» sàl* and far reaching influence in many

Some Member* Beey
Hwl tiring a memhrr of parliament 

"» not ell lirrr and skittles, "aa they eay 
in England. A mrmhrr who allrmpte 
to do hie duly to hit constituents. ie mnrh 
harder worked daring Ike *it or seven 
months the bowse is in session eseh yrff, 
than the ordinarily indnetrioue buanree 
man. Making speeches in lhe house, or 
even listening to the oratorical efforts of 
his colleague*, is a very small part of 
the work rrf a member. To legm with 
he will probably receive from a doten to 
fifty letters every day, all requiring an 
answer, and many of them necessitating 
an interview with a minister or a visit to 
one of the departmental offices, whkh 
are scattered all over the city. Most of 
thf«e letters come from constituents who 
desire favors from the government or 
information of a political nature. There 
are people who want to get timber limits 
or grating lease*. homesteaders who are 
having trouble with the homestead in
spector, politkal supporters who have 
run up against some new and surprising 
allegation of the opposing party and who 
want to know how to answer it, people 
who want jobs for themselves, their sons 
or their friends. All these write to their 
member, and of course they expect that 
whatever they ask he will lie able to 
accomplish. To write their letters, the 
members emplov a large number of 
stenographers. Hitherto the work has 
been done by a charming bevy of young 
ladies who carried their typewriters and 
notebooks around and camped in com
mittee rooms, smoking rooms, corridors or 
any old place where they could get the use 
of a table or a chair for a while, fine 
day there was a mild sensation caused by 
one of these young ladies tripping quite 
unwincrniHly into the chamber when 
the house of commons was in session to 
take dictation from one of the members. 
" hen she realized her mistake she hastily 
retreated, and the house roared with 
laughter. The members, it is said, were
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«4 dictating letter» Ie these
few daysfair end gully damsels, 

before the « hrklmas he 
committee having jwrisdkliew over the 
internal economy of the bowse, gave 
orders for their heamhment and in let nr» 
their pinces will he taken by ewe 

f ommMlee Meetings
TVn there are meetings of the various 

committees of the house, some «4 whkh 
each member belongs |„ and is supposed 
to lake an interest in There is the 
railway committee, for instance, to whkh 
all private lulls dealing with railway 
legislation are referred for the remanier- 
• lion <4 their detade A "private” bill, 
it should be noted, means a hill that is 
introduced in parliament at the request 
and for the benefit of some individual, 
group of individuals or corporation, su<H 
as a measure authorizing a railway 
company to construct new lines or ex
tending the time during whkh such lines 
may be constructed. Bills only go to the 
committees after peering first and second 
readings in the house and having their 
principles approved, and H is the business 
of the committee to consider matters <4 
detail and either make such amendments 
as may lie thought desirable and then 
tend the bill back to the house for third 
reading or to throw the bill out altogether. 
Tarty lines are not quite so closely drawn 
in committee as in the house itself, and 
here members often have opportunities 
of securing changes whkh, for party 
reasons, they would not advocate from 
their seats in the house. What frequently 
happens, however, is that • bill whkh is 
opposed by some special interest but is 
known to meet with popular approval, 
and whkh the memliers would not dare 
to offend their constituents by opposing 
publicly in the house, is quktly killed in 
committee when the speeches made and 
the names of those voting are not recorded 
either in Hansard or the party press. 
An instance of this was the lull providing 
for the establishment of co-operative

eerktiew, whkh was killed by the honking 
and commerce commettre last eewekm. 
as the result uf I he uppsoilioe «4 the 
Retail Mecv heats" association The 
steading committees. «4 ubwh there are 
thirteen, meet during the |.wewo.m, ami 
attendance et I hew Iftheu op e good .leal 
"f the lift* of members

Burine so In The Ho woe
At three o’rlork "The llowse” opens, 

with prayers Now memliers are rigidly 
r«eluded from the • he wilier during devo- 
tmws, whkh are led by the speaker, sod 
it is reported that so mellow* a good ileal 
■Hire than prayers are said, the time 
being a favorite owe for the airing >4 
personal grievance* At any rate prayer 
time sometimes lasts much longer thaw 

and . ncrariunally the muffled 
sounds of cokes raised in angry dispute 
reach the corridors. The business ,4 the 
house then goes on until sis o'clock, when 
e recess for dinner is taken. At eight 
business is resumed, and may lie continued 
until any hour of the night or imicning. 
though usually the adjournment lakes 
(dare about midnight

But it must not be supposed that while 
the debates are in nrogn** the memliers 
must rit i« their places listening to the 
speeches for and again*!, carefully weigh
ing the arguments adduced and earnestly 
endeavoring to deckle on whkh side they 
shall mat their vote. Oh.no? A rrwmU r 
must put in an appearance at an me time 
during the day or 115 will lie deducted 
from his indemnity, and he must he 
around when a vote is likely to lie taken, 
or he will lie in trou Me with the party 
whips, but when matters <4 minor impor
tance are being disruseed and especially 
when the house site until late at night, 
the majority «4 the memliers may lie found 
in any place except their seats. There 
are rooms on every floor to whkh memliers 
ran retreat when bored by parliamentary 
oratory. The chief resting place for 
tired liberals, is Number siiteen," ron- 
venkntly situated just across the corridor
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All over Western Canada the people are asking for information on 
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from the entrance ta the chamber, while 
the conservative* have their "Number 
eighty-nine," across the mad from the 
Tress room The Tress room itself is 
frequently iwended by members from bvth 
•riles seeking intellectual refreshment 
Refreshment #4 another kind, with sr 
without the company .4 the gentlemen 
*4 the press, IS sought upstair* in the 
rvstauraat. with (•■raer g»«ereor generals, 
premiers end »4d time patriots lueking eft 
in rijewl envy from oil paintings an the 
watts" There ace also rooms la different 
parts f4 the building reserved for the use 
•4 members from the different portions 
*4 the Dominion, and on the ground 
fl»**, wear the library a ad reediag rooms. 
»• the «rooking room where Ik tedious 
hours preceding an early meaning division 
are often whiled away in a qwkt gams 
•4 card*, or a stern but silent mutest ever 
the chess board There ere comfortable 
lounges in every room, but member* who 
have the unfortunate habit of snoring 
are not allowed to sleep kmg in peace.

■'Toor Bel Heweri" Members

A "poor but honest " member of 
parliament who comes to Ottawa has 
a hard row to hoe. There are such, no 
doubt, and there will k more when the 
people use more discretion in selecting 
Ih.ir representatives, but a man who hftA 
not a mnsideralde income spart from his 
sessional indemnity, is. to my the least, 
subject to «rest temptations Take the 
ease cd a Western number for instance. 
I nkss lie is a farmer, he must pracii-slly 
Mire from artive business, and 4 he has 
no investment c4 capital from whkh he 
ran draw a revenue he must live on his 
sessional indemnity of li./.OO less 915 per 
day for non-attendance at the house. 
With a home to maintain in ftttawa 
during the winter months and another in 
his constituency for the summer and a 
family to provide for, he will probe My 
find it hard to make both ends meet, but 
•till it can lie done But getting elected 
is an expensive matter and, in a large 
constituency, such as those in the West, 
a candidate cannot espect to get through 
on less than M.lUftl or 9-»,000. Home of 
the candidates in the last election spent 
9*0,000 and one or two much more than 
that. And the question is, how is a mem
ber to get his 95,000 or 910,000 bark? 
In some,esses the funds are provided 
from the, campaign chest #4 the party, 
but the party chest is, filled chiefly by 
the lrigA corporations,, and what is a 
mrmkr, who has been elected with this 
assistance, to do when those corporations 
come to parliament to ask for favors? 
Wherein is his position different from 
that of a memkr who accepts a direct 
bribe.1 There are many memliers, “no 
doubt, who come to Ottawa determined 
to raise their voice and use their vote* 
against the injustices and the wrong* 
that prevail. They will not lie parties to 
the granting of special privileges to the 
railways or anyone elae. But when they 
get here they find unexpected difficulties 
in the way. It is pointed out to them 
by some smooth-tongued and more exper- 

Cwstiassd ee P>(« SI


