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PUBLICITY ON THE C.N.K.
In 111 * * light ut tin- information | »r«-s«-nt «'»i 

tu tin- House of Commons last week by Pre­
mier Borden. tin- >\eminent lias maili* out
an exceptionally strong ease in favor of 
granting tin* proposed bond guarantee of 
<40.01111.11(111 to tlir Canadian Northern Rail 
way and unless some flaws are discovered in 
the statement presented liv tlm <luvernment 

.ill he exceedingly difficult, from a politi 
,al standpoint, even for the Opposition to 
refuse the proposed aid The returns made 
to tin- House by the Hovi-rnment show that 
the CN R owes -f-1 .202.727 to Mackenzie 
and Mann foç.actual construction work done 
by the Mackenzie and Mann Construction 
Company. The Company also owes <1 1.00(1, 
000 for temporary loans and in addition 
carries a floating indebtedness of nearly $11. 
000.0(10. the total indebtedness aggregating 
$4li.000,000. With this enormous debt, and 
the Canadian Northern Railway yet unrom 
pleted. it is plain that aid must be furnished 
from some source or there will be a financial 
crash such as Canada has never witnessed 
The failure of the C.N.R. would undoubtedly 
••ripple or ruin some of our hanking institu 
fions and a large number of other commercial 
houses in Canada who are large creditors of 
Mackenzie and Mann or the C.N R. In order 
to fortify themselves pôîifiV-aTt.v tin- (lovern

Tin-..sitnarinn to tbr--prorm
Nova Scotia. Saskatehe

also make them large fortun
I" them personally. Rut this
sufficient to account for tin 
which they are generally 
possessing. At 
lion furnished 
show that Mai

s if it all went 
does not seem 
large fortunes 
credited with

the same time tile

>y the (lo\ernment 
xi-nzie and Mann I

inlorma 
does noru 
ave ever 

‘V

so doing 
to aeipiire

ging him to grant 
completion of 

attituib

t In

le lit t hl'Se

OVf

mi-nf "prësefiTei 
eial governments of

mil Alberta, all of wliieli bappein-d ti 
ii-ral, and in each ease Premier Bord--- 

received a reply ur 
necessary aid for 
Canadian Nortbern.

rnnn-nts. from a political stand
render effective opposition from 

me Liberal party in tin- House of Commons 
practically impossible. It has generally been 
believed that Mackenzie and Mann person 
ally have profited to the extent of millions 
by contracting with themselves for 
striu-tion of the C.N.R. lines 
rates. This supposition, however, aeeoriiing 
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to tin- investigation of tin 
tin- Company is erroneous.
Comptroller Mitchell made 
deelaration under oath :

‘‘Jn connection with construction ft* ilali- of 
tin; lines of the Canmlian Northern system, I 
say to the best of my h now Icilgc ami !>■-1i•-f 
arid aeeoriiing to tin- hoots kept by me, as 
comptroller, that no eohtrai-tor's profit or per 
i-entagi; lias been ri-i-eived directly or indirei-lly 
by Mai-ki-nzii- and Mann Ltd , nor by any 
other person on their behalf or for their profit, 
save and exeept eerltiin fully paid 
-toek of tin- said Canadian Northern 
Company and of it- allied lines, issmil to them 
from time to time, the ijiestion as to payment 
for services, and profits being left ,-r 
future adjustment.’!

If the statement is correct then the eon 
struetion of tin; C.N.R. by Mackenzie inn 
Mann is tin- most remarkable chapter 
Canadian development, or elsi 
stock of the eompliny which they bold is very 
valuable. We understand that the common 
stoek issued to Mackenzie and Mann is still 
In-Id by them, so that it ea-hnot account for 
tln-ir great personal fortunes How. then, 
could the two railway promoters, in b-ss than 
twenty years, build a great transcontinental 
railway without receiving one < 

for tln-ir services and at th 
aeipiire vast properties in 
mines, timber limits and 
investments totalling fabulous amounts and 
become Canada's rn-le-st m--n Of '-oiirse. 
the land grants secured by Mackenzie arid 
Mann would bring them tii millions of dollars 
and the town site property 
quired in advance of tln-ir

put a single cent of tln-ir own money into 
the C N R., hut that it has all been built on 
money supplied from the public treasuries of 
Canada, or by loans raised upon the security 
of tin- railway property On the I'ai-e of it 
Mackenzie and Matin appear to have set out 
in build a railway across Canada with no 
money of I heir own and have practically 
sun-ceded ill doing it, and wli: 
have had sufficient spare time 
hundreds of millions of dollars’ worth of 
other property. It also seems remarkable, 
if true, that these two famous promoters, 
with an opportunity In-fore them of making 
many millions of dollars for themselves out 
of their transactions with the C.N.R., have 
absolutely refrained from tom-lung a single 
relit, and as Sir, William Mackenzie recently 
stated. ha\e not even drawn any salary for 
tln-ir services. The history of Canada does 
not relate any otln-r stn-li remarkable im-i 
dents The next statement we will expect 
to receive is that no contribution, either
directly or_ indirectly, has ever I.... .. made

-.to campaign__funds of__the_Lwn.._p.uliln:a.L.
parties bv tin- Canadian Northern Railway. 
Mackenzie and Mann, nor any one i-nnin-i-ted 
with tln-m.

The people of Canada have already given 
to Mackenzie and Mann, or to tin- Canadian 
Northern Railway, cash subsidies to tin- 
extent of $21 ,.‘17li.72(> from tin- l-'cdcral 
treasury; $o,K77.27d from tin- provincial 
treasuries, and $70.110(1 from iminieipalitic,s. 
This is ip addition to tin- land grants in \\ est 
i-rn Canada totalling 1.102,HIM acres, in addi­
tion to 11 .filT-aeres for right of way and VI. 
.717 acres at $11.00 per acre for lownsile pin- 
poses The Ontario Covi-riimenf made a fur 
tlier grant of 2,000.000 ai-n-s and tin- Quebec 
< In vcrnmi-nt 700,000 acres. The Dominion 
fiovernmi-nt and the various provincial 
Coveriimeiits have guaraiiti-i-d bonds lor lb ■ 
C.N.R. for nearly $200,000.000. 
ligures indicate that the people o 
have paid for the Canadian Northern systen 
and paid a mighty good price 
1111i 11- apparent that lb 
have taken over
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DISTRESS IN WINNIPEG
Something of the tragedy which long 

tiini'-d unemployment 
pression, lias brought

le iff- I In- i-it ii-s ol i ariaua is i
.ni «i...... ,...........,.... ... .... . ; on “ Ayt ual
Conditions in W innipeg ’ The press'gen 
• ■rally has suppressed information on this 
-ini-stion. minimizing as far as possible tie- 
diytri-ss wbii-b thousands upon thousands of 
people are suffering in every large Canadian 
ity. and at the same time giving prominence 

to everything which would give Hi-- impr'-s 
siori that business is better and unemploy 
ment b—s than it really is It is laudable, 
oftentimes, to look on tin- bright sub- of 
things, but nevertheless it is folly to ignore 
the fact that conditions have arisen thro 
which many worthy and industrious people 
have lii-en unable to obtain employment and 
have as a result been deprived of suffieient 
food and clothing and have been forced to 
nerd together in overcrowded rooms where

they have heroine n pn-y to dirt and disease.
It was known, of eourse. that there was a 

gl'i-al deal of suffering due to lini­
ment in Winnipeg, and in order to find out 
tii, actual conditions a '-ust wort by investi 
gator was instructed to make an imptiry. The 
result is set out in the article- mentioned. It 
will he observed from this article that many 
of those who in March last were in hiu-Ii a 
pitiable condition, were respectable working 
people whose distress was due simply to 
the fact that the breadwinner was unable to 
o 111 a i 11 employment and high relit and dear 
fund had run away with the family’s small 
savings llritik. it was found was the cause 
ul practically nom- of the distress, tho there 
were eases when- men, disheartened b'v fail 
nre to obtain employment, had taken to 
li'iuor and In-come a ternit- instead of a com 
fort to their families We fully expect that 
we shall In- aluised and accused of “knock 
(i i U tin- country” fin-"publishing these facts, 
hut we are publishing them lieeause we 
believe that the public not only of ('amnia 
hut also in tin- countries from which immi 
--'ration is coming, should know the true 
eomlitiiin of affairs It is cruelty of the 
worst kind to induce people by false repre 
si-illations In leave tln-ir homes and friends 
and emigrate to a distant land only to find 
that work is not to lie bad and that tlu-y are 
st i a in leii-iu—a_xuuint i-y—wdrere-M-he- climate- is- 
sevt-ri-, where rents are four or live times as 
high as in tin- old 'country, and where food 
and clothing an- sold at high prices.

W bat is the cause and- what is the remedy 
for this state of affairs? One of tin- great 
causes ul trade depression in Canada is over 
speculation I p to a year ago a large pro 
portion of Hu- people of this country were 
• •l azy lor real estate spn-ulat ion Instead 
ul the savings of tin- people being employed 
tn build luîmes, cultivate the soil and cstah 
list, industries, they were used to speculate in 
real estate and to -prevent the land being 
pul to use Meanwhile the money rcipjircd 
for building, agriculture and otln-r industries 
was being borrowed chiefly from Hreat 
Itrilain During tin- past year those with 
money to invest in (iri-at Itrilain and foreign 
cotmlrics have been b-ss willing to lend it to 
I'anadian borrowers, and Canada lias dis 
covered that without borrowed money sin- 
cannot, tinder present condilions continue to 
prosper. Speculation for the time In-ing is 
praet ically at a standstill, tlioiiHanila ol 
speeiilatyrs have been mined or crippled and 
several, driven to despair by tln-ir diffii-ul 
lies, have enmmitti'd suicide A great mini 
her of the professional real estate men, liovv 
evi-r, have either Hei-un-d useful employment 
or are seeking it. If tln-y can be induced 
to refrain from starting another boom eon 
ditioiia will soon become normal again and 
prosperity will once more smile upon us. Tin- 
regrettable thought is that as soon as good 
lime* do return there will be another period 
of speculation^ and inflate,| land values, and 
another period of hard times will follow 
•'annot our statesmen and economists find 
some means of preventing speculators from 
repeatedly destroying tin- country's prosper 
11 y t I he speculator is a parasite, and should 
In- taxed out of busim-ss

THE NEW STEEL (iRAET
The special favors which Finance Minister 

White handed out to the steel interests in 
Ins budget speech last month have already 
oi-gun to turn money into the steel treasury 
Mr MeCrea, M.P.—for Sherbrooke, speaking 

-in the House last week, pointed out that be 
bad some personal experience which would 
make the matter very clear to the meinberi
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