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Ebtto‘rial

MOST significant statement is the MESSAGE

A FROM THE CHAPLAINS OVERSEAS to the

Churches of Canada. It is signed  on

behalf of the Canadian Chaplain Services by eight

Anglican (including Colonel Almond, the Direc-

tor), five Presbyterian and one of the Methodist,
Baptist and Congregational Commuhions.

«1f we would hereafter truly fulfil the PURPOSE
of THE CHURCH as our Lord’s ambassador, it
must mean a reconsecration of all life to His
gervice. We this day are not our own, but ‘bought
with a price,’ and to be true to the heritage which
is the gift of sacrifice, to rebuild a broken world
demands the labour of rededicated lives made
'strong in the power of His Spirit. The purpose
of the Church we conceive to be co-extensive
with the world’s hope and need. It can be nothing
less than the establishment of the Kingdom of
God on earth. The Church of Christ is the great
agency for the fulfilment of this Divine Purpose.
She is not merely an institution, a repository of
Creeds or Confessions, but the power house of
God among men. As such she must be forever
related to the Source of Divine Power, even Jesus
Christ. Her purpose can only be achieved through
the presentation and teaching of our Lord. We.
believe with a new conviction that Christ, if He
be lifted up, will draw all men unto Himself. The
world needs as never before the vision of God
in Christ; the revelation of suffering and trium-
phant Love. Apart from the preaching of the
Cross, the Church is without power to fulfil her
mission.”

The Church’s EDUCATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY is
emphasized by “the fact of a very widespread
ignorance about even the simplest truths of Chris-
tianity in this twentieth century, which has been
one of the most painful discoveries made by the
Chaplains during the war. Thousands of men
do not seem to know even the elementary mean-
ing of the Christian Faith.” The’ causes are
given as the decline of Bible reading and re-
ligious instruction in the home, the inadequate
Sunday School instruction, and the excessive de-
mand made on the modern pulpit for “popular”
sermons. The Message suggests the cheap little
booklets on Christian principles, bettér Sunday

- 8chool teaching, and, most of all, the restored
.....emphasis on the teaching function of the min-
. ister. Faithful catechising is needed. .

After stating that the fundamental Falth of

the Church has more than met the situation and
justified itself to all men, the need:for a SUPPLE-
MENTARY STATEMENT of the Christian Faith is
expressed on the ground that the Apostles’ Creed
“does not completely fulfil its purpose as a Con-
fession of Faith, partly because many say it
without understanding, or with reservatian, and
partly because many have dlﬂculty in saymg it
at all. Nor are the latter mere nominal Church-

men. In most cases, indeed, they ‘are men who
‘. firmly believe what is really fundamental in
Christianity, but feel that certain clauses in the

Creed are not consonant with the thought of
to-day.
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know what. are the certain clauses referred to.
It is to be remembered that it is the Apostles’
Creed which is in nmiind. We do . not want to
fasten an interpretation on the Message, but one
wonders ‘if it refers to the Virgin Birth and the
Resurrection. We have always regarded these

clailises as statements of the teachmg of Holy
Scnptnre
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In the sentence we have italicized we wonder m ! o!'th m 'hynieol o

if the emphatic word is “seemed.” The Apostles’
Creed is the only “official doctrine” of ‘the
Church mentioned, and - we seriously question -
whether its statements are or seem at variance
with the facts of life, and the deepest promptings
of the human heart. If “official doctrine” is to
be taken as meaning the ‘formularies of the:
‘Church then no one would dispute that they were’
written in the language of their times, and that

their interpretation is the task of each mnew
-generation. -

,Either the thoughtlessness or the:
difficulty of the worshipper is to be met by clear
teaching. We are convinced that the teaching of -

the Tncarnate Son of God is the core of Chris-
tianity, and'we are sure that the Chaplains think bkl
so too. The “modem” man will come to his own

by “thinking tbrough,” and we doubt if he can

* find a simpler statement of Christian principles

than the Apostles’ Creed, which confines itself to
the plain statement of the teachmg of HQIy
Scripture. : ;

A notable emphasxs on PUBLIC Wonsnn’ is a
refreshing word. Reality must be the note. 'l‘ke
value of both liturgical forms and infm-mal and
spontaneous worship has impressed itself on the

_Chaplains. The varying _estimatel <ot ihe Ho!y

Commumon are notlced.

Regardmg UNI‘!'Y, the Chaplaml &t ‘l’he Fﬂont

~ did three things, none ofwhichthevtounddotﬁ

mental to religion: “(a) We have allowed ‘men of
all denominations to come to our Commu

; takmgthexrdelmtoeommunicateuamm

reason for receiving them;. (b) we h‘m ,wM
united worship at Church Parade, Whicli volved -
our preaching te men. other  than ﬂmq o& our
own Church; (¢) we have worked together in
-all matters affecting the socill and' lpiﬁtuﬂ wel:
fare of the troops.” iy

The Message pleads that theae Moellhou’ﬁ-f
be authoritatively sanctioned and. begomz ‘the
general practice ‘of the Chureh.
there uagreat tide - rnmnngin_ ‘
men, and we are afraid that some i
will find their exclusiveness mubed»by.h;lng
in a baqkwnter ot

With a mag'mﬁcent passage on. 'mn .;'cmmn’a
VisioN the Message closes, “ o
Christ, for the: ’fulﬁlmentvf er n
zatnonofhervuion,medlthil :

conceptions of God, Man and the Uﬁvene but hoo

Providence 'and Prayer, Salvation, BG&VQ?

~ Within and without the Church, has been finding

a way of its own, chiefly because the official doc-

brine of the Church seemed at variance with the

facts of life and the de.peat promptmas of the
human heart?

It is a pity that at this point the messace lacks
its usual deﬁmteneu _ Everybody will want to

‘and
. Hell require a fresh presentation in the Chnmh’l' :
- teaching, On all these subjects opinion, both "




