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Within twenty years more than20,000 
divorces have been grunted in the New 
England States.
The “ Salvation Army,” now operating in 

New York have just held the first “ Coun­
cil of War.” About 1000 persons have 
been converted. Ten corps nave been or­
ganized with eighteen officers. Three 
hundred and fifty speakers have been rais­
ed up. This is the work of nine weeks.

The Christian Observer, Louisville, 
makes this very truthful remarkt Child­
ren are Coo conspicuous by their absence 
from church services, it has been said 
that two great risings are needed—one, 
the uprising of the congregation to march 
into the Sunday-school ; and the other, 
the uprising of the Sunday-school to 
inarch into the church.

Dr. Crooks, writes in the Independent, 
on Modifications in the Methodist Itiner­
ancy : “ The most conservative of Metho­
dists may, therefore, reasonably anticipai e 
that the itinerancy will continue to be 
subject to modification. This, as proved 
by history, is the law of its being. A 
flexible instrument, it adapts itself read­
ily to the growth of society. I share in 
the conservative feeling which dreads un- 

jr" necessary innovation. I see no reason, 
when a good system has been established, 
why it should be summarily turned up­
side down. But conservatism, to be wise, 
must accept the law of progress ; or, to 
■peak accurately, the law of growth.”

Dr. T. L. Cuyler, in the Christian Intel­
ligent er says : “ There never was s time 
when charmmtmr -went -far more-or waa in 
sweater demand than now. The-question 
“is he smart ?’ is beginning to give 
place to the more pertinent question, ‘ Is 
be honest ?’ Even the ministry do not 
escape the crucible ; for .it is felt to be of 
increasing moment that the man-who pre­
sen ts-Christ on the Sabbath should also re­
present -Christ during the week by a pure 
walk and godly conversation. There was 
a great deal of pith in the young lady’s 
remark about the newly -elected pastor 
‘ l don’t care whether be.is eloquent or 
not—is he piooe ?’ The crying need of 
the hour is not more brains, but more 
conscience ; the richest revival -weald be 
that which should give society more gen­
uinely .good men.&nd women.”’

There has been.a strong omirent of emi­
gration from Ireland to the States during 
the past few month». It is a remarkable 
fact that the Roman-Catholics of jreland 
who cling so tenaoionsly to Pemery in the 
mother-country, when they settle in Ame­
rica assart their freedom, and -in-so many

oi Hetiraaaa is repomeu to ------------
would surprise Catholics in the East to 
know how many have been lost to the faith 
m the West daring the last half -century. 
In Nebraska alone with its sparse popula­
tion the number there lost has been 
from lOXtofi to 15,000, And the church has 
no more bitter enemies than these child­
ren of Catholic parents.”

Nor is Romanism -without her tosses 
even in Ireland. An English correspon­
dent of the Evangelical Churchmen gives 
seme interesting facte in connection with 
the work of the Irish Society in Ireland.

“ 1. About forty peruana instructed by 
the Society, once Roman Catholics, have 
entered the ministry of the churches of
Itekmd and England."Î. In the general Synod of the Church 
of Ireland sit many of the convert decry, 
one a Dean of his Diocese, several canons 
and prebendaries.”3. Nineteen churches have been built 
for converts, and one church has been 
built in America by emigrant converts
from Gateway.

Oliver Wendell Holmes has lately told 
the world what he thinks the mission of 
Unitarian ism is. It is “ the harmonizing 
of religious barbarism, the republicaniz- 
iug of ecclesiastical depotism, the Amer­
icanizing of Asiatic conceptions of the 
infinite and its relations to ourselves.”

ADDRESS OF REV. C. H. 
PAISLEY, A. M.,

DELIVERED AT THE CONFERENCE EDUCA­

TIONAL MEETING.
Mr. Chairman Ladies and Gen- I 

tlemen,—If 1800 years ago you had 
walked through the streets of Jerusa- ! 
lem you would have seen lying at the | 
Beautiful gate of the Temple, the blind, 
the lame, the diseased, borne thither 
by their friends, because there, if any 
where, they would receive the charity I 
and aid of which they had need. That j 
was a silent witness to the divine mis­

sion of the church to relieve men s sor­
rows and to relieve their ills.

And all down through the centuries 
the world has been bringing its sorrows 
and its burdens and casting them down 
at the door of the Church, beseeching 
the Church to take and bear them all 
away. Dean Stanley, in the introduc­
tion to his Eastern Church says that 
the history of the church lies, not mere­
ly in an account of its doctrines, its 
teachings and even of the revivals 
which, like pleasant gales, have swept 

| over it ; but also in an account of all 
great works and reforms which have 
tended to elevate the world and bring 
men nearer to God. Much as this has 
been the case in the past, it will be far 
more so in the future. The Church 
will be identified with all the great 
works that will tend to elevate and en­
noble our race, and not the least close­
ly with this work of education Per­
haps she may not be identified with it 
in the same way, but certainly no less 
closely and firmly. A justification for 
this assertion will be found, I think, in 
the considerations I shall now;proceed 
to adduce.

Men of science tell us that they are 
able to discover in the geological his- 
to ry of the world traces of the Stone 
age, the Bronze age, and the Age of 
iron. He must be a careless observer 
of facts and an equally carelees reader 
of history who is not able to trace in 
individual nations and also in mankind 
in general a development from the age 
of the Physical and Lower up into the 
age of the Intellectual or Higher ; and 

I who peering through the ragged mists 
which separate the future from the pre­
sent, is not able to see indications of 
the incoming of the age of the Moral.

That one, divine, far off event,
To which the creation moves.

It is very true that there are places and 
there- have been times in whisk no each 
development has taken place»—indeed 
in which there have beea rétrocessions ; 
but that does not invalidate the general 
remark I have made. Such a time of 
of retrocession was the dark ages. Such 
a time of retrocession was the-French Re­
volution, when the history of France was 
hurled backward a hundred years. Cast 
your eyes over yon field of i-Waterloo ! 
See hew in yonder part of the field 
the English force ate scattered before 
the cavalry of France, like leaves before 
autumn gales ! See in that part of the 
fight how column after column-is broken 
and shattered by the fierce onset of the 
French ! But what .matters-it though 
there should be repulse and full retreat 
in this,part of the field and that if, at 
length, all along the.hne the -foe flees 
discomfited from the field. So, in spite 
of times;and places in which there has 
been failure of development,. and in 
which there have been retrocessions the 
general femark still held».

In order to perceive the correctness 
of the observation it is necessary to 
go back even 1800 years in the history 
of our esse nation. And what will be 

i observed there will be only a type of 
what may be observed in the history of 
almost all nations in the world. In 
that period -of the nation’s history the 
physical was king. Then to change 
the meaning -of the Psalmist’s language 
a man was great according as he had 
lifted up theAie against the trees,—or 
had slain the wild beasts of the forest, 
or had worsted his enemy on the field 
of battle. A king was great according 
as he could wield a sword or draw a 
Vow or hurl a spear that was beyond 
the strength of his fellows. He was a 
Long-bow, a Strong-bow or Lion-heart­
ed, and if Beau-clerc,—fine scholar, it 
was not by reason of very marked in­
tellectual attainments ; but only be- j 
cause he stood head and shoulders 
above the dead level of ignorance 
around him. In thoeeearly days many of ! 
the most important documents of gov­
ernment were signed by kings and no­
bles with the sign of the cross. Pre­
lates, who occupied a seat in the high­
est church counsels, were compelled by 
their ignorance of writing to sign with 
a cross the very decrees that they bad 
been instrumental in making. And the 
word sign itself, for subscribe, brings 
down to our times an indication of the 
ignorance of those early days, for it 
means to affix the sign of the cross in­
stead of one’s name to a document. Rob- 
ertson says, in bis history of Charles V., ! 
that in the reign of Alfreu, many of the 
clergy could not understood the Litur­
gy in their own tongue. As ate as the 
14th ' centurv, Du Guesclin, Con- 
subie of France, the greatest man m , 
that country, to borrow an illustration

from French history» from which we And bow Las this proved in fact : 
may draw au inferenie as to the condi- Dugald Stewart says, in his Outlines 
tion of England, cotiM neither read nor of Moral Philosophy, that “ the most

important discoveries, both in moralwrite. So late as tik 10th and 11th 
1 century the truth or falseness of relig- 
! ious doctrines was decided by personal 
| combat Questions trith regard to the 
j central fact of Christian experience and 
hope, the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ 
—by the superior strtngth of the mus­
cles of the arm.

But by-and-by a new day began to

and physical science have been made 
by men friendly to the principles of 
natural religion.” We may enlarge that 
remark (and you must take it for what 
it is worth) and say that they have been 
made by men friendly to the principles
of revealed religion. In comparison ______ ____ ___
with Bacon Newton, Locke, Hamilton, I th^ strongest auxiliary ot the mtellecn#w d

dawn, and the revival of learning set , Stewart in Philosophy ; and Newton, 
j in. Then intellect began to assert its Davy, Brewster, Faraday, Logan, Daw- 
! kingly nature, and to shake off the son, Agassiz in Science, the world’s 
i shackles by which it had been so long ] Volneys, Voltaires, Paines. Humes, and 
i bound. Then the Etiiabethan age—to Hobbeses, have done nothing at all. 
extend that title to a time before and To what does this bear witness, but to 
after the reign frofll^rhieh it derives j the fact that the righteousness of the 
its name—came in. Shakespeare, Mil- 
ton, Dryden, BaconT^Weigh, Chilling- 
worth, Tillotson, Howe, and a hundred 
others of no mean name, began to 
assert the dignity M intellect and to

tiou thcA may b long. While w. pro­
vide releivus services for them, we do 
uot receive them into the church, but 
leave them to identify themselves with 
the Methodist Church in the village, 
or with whatever church they j refer at 
their own homes.

This much in illustration o. ur 
work. I now return to state my point 
again. These two things being accept, 
ed, 1st, that intellect is king. 2nd, that

cultivate its powers. ?
That age was in #• tom succeeded 
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literature was addi 
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and scientific invest: 
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Lord is as the great mountains : as the 
great mountains, not merely in stability 
and duration but also in enlarging the 
view of him who ascends into it. As 
the traveller who ascends the mountain 
side get enlarged and clearer views of 
things, in proportion as he ascends, so 
the man who ascends into the righteous­
ness of the Lord gets wider and clearer 
views of things. Justly, therefore, does 
the Word remark that the secret of the 
Lord is with them that fear Him. The 
secret of the Lord in Nature, in Provi 
dence, and in Grace is with them that 
fear Him.

Now, sir, it is in distinct recognition 
of this relation of the moral and intel­
lectual, that wç are endeavoring to car­
ry on the educational work over which 
you have placed us in the Institutions 
at Sackville. Side by side with the 
development of the intellect of our stu­
dents, we are putting the training and 
development of their moral nature, as 
the condition of highest scholarship, as 
well as of happiest and most successful 
living. In order to this we are, and 
must be, denominational, although, as 
I was extremely glad to hear you say, 

yonr address at the commencement, 
a* all eirtasiasAti Wa abhor the

spirit of proselyting. Although our 
machinery—the product of intellect— Institutions are distinctly Methodist, 
have produced, walks in dignity and jet it is one of our rules that students 
wealth. Cast your eyes around you, must, when attending service on Hun-
and as you see mighty steamships 
ploughing the ocean ; bend your ear, 
and as you bear the whirr of machinery 
manufacturing the fabrics of a world, 
tell me who is king. See ten thousand 
locomotives groaning with the weight 
of millions of cars laden with the com­
merce of continents ; the telegraph, 
traversing plains, scaling mountains, 
finding its way through ocean depths 
and caves resplendent with the gems. 
The dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear :

-See the electric light that flashes its 
brillance in tbe face of the Sun ; see 
the achievements of science and toll me 
if Intellect is not king. To-day intel­
lect sits enthroned as king with the 
physical and material as subjects.

Now, in ascending this kingly throne, 
what has been the mightiest auxiliary 
Intellect has had ;—what but tbe moral?

It.is claimed by men of science that, 
in order to be a competent authority on 
a matter of science, a man must be in 
sympathy with it and must enter into 
its spirit. An enemv of science is not 
entitled to speak for it. I accept that. 
What, then, is all science, but a study 
of the xworks of God ? All Theology 
lies in a study of God’s works and ways 
in Grace ; all Philosophy in a study of 
his waye in Providence, and all science 
in a study of bis works and ways in

day mornings, attend at their own 
church. On the other part of the day, 
the students in the Academy must at­
tend the service conducted by the chap­
lain, or remain in their rooms. During 
the past year we were visited by a most 
powerful and extensive revival, by which 
the majority of tbe unconverted stu­
dents were converted, and all were 
most beneficially influenced. Although 
it may be said to have commenced in 
connection with special services in the 
church in tbe village, yet it found our 
students already prepared for its influ­
ence ; for a deepening religious feeling 
bad been extending among them dur­
ing some time previously.

When the revival came it reached 
the students, not merely in tbe church, 
but also in their rooms ; and I may be 
permitted, sir, to speak df one or two 
incidents which came under my own 
observation, not because they are more 
worthy of notice than many that might 
be referred to by Rev. Dr. Kennedy, or 
Dr. Inch, or especially by Rev. Dr. 
Stewart, the Chaplain, but because 
they refer to my own students. One 
evening, on my return from service at 
the church, I found that two of the 
students had called at my apartments 
to see me ; but as I was out they were 
told to come again. I went to their

Nature. Men of Science themselves room to see what they wanted, when 
being judges, must not then a man they told me they were under deep con- i 
rise into sympathy and harmony with viction of sin, and wished me to pray 
God in order to the highest acqnain- with them. One of them brought me ,

writes a his Bible, and I read and prayei withtance
book.

with Science ? 
Two persons

A man 
read it:

an intimate friend of the author,—the 
other a stranger and an enemy. Which 
will bettar comprehend the book ? You 
must answer, ceteris paribus, the friend 
who knows the author, enters into his 
spirit and is in harmony with him. 
Well, then, 1 ask when God has spread 
out before us his works and ways, who 
is the better able to investigate and 
comprehend them,—the man who is at 
enmity with him and alien from bis 
spirit ? No ! but other things being 
equal, tbe man who is in accord with 
him and who hold* daily communion, 
in spirit, with him. Who can under­
stand Socrates so well as Plato ? Who 
can understand David so well as Jona­
than,—who can understand the man 
Christ Jesus so well as John, who leans 
on his bosom and drinks of his spirit ?

To sum up all in a word. The man 
whose moral nature has been developed 
side by side with his intellectual, other 
things being equal, can best compre­
hend the works and ways of God.

the one them, and before I left they were both
able to rejoice in Christas their Saviour.
On another evening a student came to 
me and asked to be excused to attend 1 
service in the church. I asked him if 
he had bis lessons prepared for next 
day. He answered, No. I said, then 
you cannot go. After a short time hie 
brother came and repeated the request.
This brother bad been converted a day 
or two before. Well, I said, why do 
you ask for him ; is he concerned about 
his soul ? His reply was : O yes, sir, j 
and I hope you will let him go. On 
this I excused him. On his return I 
from service I saw him in his room, and 
he told me he had obtained pardon and 
salvation through Christ ; and the first 
thing his chum di>: was to bring the
Bible fur me to have prayer with them, j pire given to him by loving l,. arts ana 
Now the last two students mentioned ! submissive minds : And, as He Jocks 
were not Methodists. And this leads 
me to say that we do not, in the insti- 
tution, admit them into the church, 
but leave that in the hands ot their 
own ministers, to whatever denomnia-

tual is the moral,—What is the duty of 
the Church ? Evidently to lay hold of 
these two powers, and to use them for 
her own cuds and purposes, and simul­
taneous! v to take into her own hands 
the interpretation of this book of na­
ture, which is the book of science. In 
the widest sense of the term, I accept 

I the teaching of men of science that na­
ture around us is a revelation of God ; 
—in its own direction as much a revela­
tion as the written Word ;—inspired, 
too, by the spirit which brooded over 
the waters at creation’s dawn. L nJer- 
stand me. Not inspired in the same 
way,—not to th-- same extent,—not for 
the same end; but yet inspired by God.

Withrow, in hie Catacombs, tells us 
that, on the slabs that cover tbe graves 
of the Christians buried in those dark 
caverns, unskilled hands carved a ji&Jm 
leaf to indicate that tbe departed died 
in peace, or a fish to indicate that he 
rested on Jesus Christ, the Son ef God, 
as bis Saviour. Now when God im­
prints oil the rock the fern, in all its 
delicate tracery ; or when be imprints 
upon it the form of a fish, may I not 
read it, if I can,—read it as written 
there by God. 1 care not in what lan­
guage you may write His revelations, 
whether in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, or 
in such hieroglyphics, as the fossils im­
printed on the rock, if only I can read 
and understand them.

Now, I say, I am ready to go with 
men of science, and accept nature 
around about us as a book of revela­
tion written by God ; but I ask that 
they should read it with such disposi­
tions as become men who are reading 
and studying a book written bv such 
an author. New, sir, the Church has 
always been the depositary of God’s 
word. From the days of Moses to the 
days of John on Patmos, tbe Church 
has been the depository of God’s 
word. Who, then, I ask, has a 
better right than she to this other 
word writtten in nature round about 
us ? This word is hers to study, 
to explain, and unlock for the world. 
The church |in Germany, at one time, 
left the interpretation of tbe Bible in 
the hands of the neologists and nation 
alists, and to-day she is not much more 
than beginning to get it back into her 
own hands again. So now, if the 
Church leave this matter of science, 
which is only tbe reading and interpre­
tation of God’s Book of Nature, in the 
hands oi her enemies, tbe day will come 
when she will find it impossible to 
wrest it from their Lands. Only by 
asserting her right to this Book, and 
justifying her assertion by her faithful 
study and explanation of it, can she 
discharge her duty to God, on the one 
side, and to man on the other.

Our past in respect to this work of 
education is bright and glorious. The 
future is brighter still. Every step of 
our pathway to tbe present is bright 
with the suushine of the favor of God; 
but the prospect ahead of us is brighter 
still. Some years ago, on a trip to 
Charlottetown, we were overtaken by 
sunset.

There was no stir in tbe air.
There was no stir on tbe sea.

As frjm tbe deck I looked backward, 
every foot of tbe course was molten 
gold, but the course ahead was more 
glorious still,— stretching on and on 
till the sea seemed to merge in the »ky, 
all ablaze with glory, while heaven 
itself seemed to swing its gates open 
wide to let us in.

So seem our history and prospects to 
me. I look back over the history of 
our church in regard to this work of 
Christian education, and every stop] is 
tinged with the light of God s favour, 
but tbe future seems to me to be bath­
ed with tokens of God’s favour more 
brilliant still; and in the glory of the 
future I see oi to see the Son of Man 
seated on tbe throne of unit. ->a! cm

hearts .Hid
minds :

out on a world redeemed, i•• generated, 
disenthralled from the bund of -v - ry 
sin, I s-.-ein to h -.v Him ’ “ d.
He f—-s ot : . !
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